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Indians No. 2 users of MIT-Harvard e-courses
Q Sujit John
Indians the second largest community, after Americans, to
register for these courses, said edX president Anant Agarwal, an Indian
American who grew up in Mangalore and who has been teaching the
circuits & electronics course in MIT for 26 years. The courses have
been put together and are led by some of the finest professors in the
world. Students require just an
internet connection. The courses
are free, can be normally completed
within a duration of 4 weeks to 12
weeks, and those who complete
them receive a certificate
from the university that
provides the course.

| o omm—

34

Af21es FHerer (ARAB) 1 310 2014



ey WA U
foren W
arafTR g = e,
oo qut 9
MR oh FTTEYT
T STET ST |
Wil o g
fa~rdroroT ared forem
IREUC CRCE RS LI E S
T(STeh S SHEET Thi
A HASET ST
HAMEA &I A |
WA W YTl STt 9
Et foram @ @
UgE TaTeal oh
faeft vmem fagr
HT SIS 9TE
Wﬁﬁﬁmw:
ST ST B I | 9
TRORT 3T ot S
Theld: WA & faomer
YT AFETR 9
A |uTS g gt ar
TS, T SHAT
TR eh AT U
FAARE

Ut foTar
FHATATE! THTST hl YT R ST

0 9w oy

T anenst § wetet | fae gmi
<9 ¥ et il & Seifal o T enfefn,

163 TrFE % TS &g <9 H fatE
HI gfshan URY B g T W § sTq
gueed 9 gHfqdl W HeA € W@ ¥ T9w
frater a9 T2 fown & & s aren
B W1 T | A T SR H g oA T
AR IREdAl | WA i W9 | AT
qfteds g3 ¥ 1 <9 UH SR fava &t a9
e s 9 IuRet omfdfer Wi w6t At

AR, TSHITdeR o HiEhide gamar afa
ST ¥ | HHATETET FHTS € W90 ¥ qor
AT gfteshiv Tt TRTs THTS i oAl
1 URA X Hehal © | WA 9 @ IR
AT Ul - @l fodswr<, A<
TIEET, FETCHT el SiE et 7 9 g
ford | 5T § ArcenTfereh aRed gfter=r g4,
T T IR R AN TH 28 W & Fer

TG GH T | T UH <UH H A AT
aTfefer fRTae, G &l e ded! Hee o
HdeATeh YR % TR ¥ <v fafwd ¥
3TN S 1 Joel STehiel YRR § He,
aqfefer gifa, fashra, Asawes finet =reren
T ATl TR T H F |

| 99151 GURehi o %A § 9Rd T .
R sTraeat fSent w1 fead 14 et
%1 YR H TR SR, & YA e g4 |
R o GIAHM 1 WEY Y L | U0
. e STIa THIaal 9 gRfEa o)

gferd afar § S 2. emeea o

g3z 2, F A e, [ I 0 [ Wl i <o e e e,

3T L SATCH Hed GRS fed
areft fifadt ST aTelt SRR i Hehed
e faeme € 129§ 9 ) HeA H
TaTst wrfaaret sagwyn, i gar, af,
Ry ST ST TSI IRdr, TSAdh
H9EE ¥ FW IIHL Teh Hfed, T,
Toforeal S ST g =edl ¢ | A Tsifas
Tl o1 a1t oft yore wEt B fR gd R W
S hEd L aleh Qe S ETonS &
o aega R Fen feufa arelt WehR & ufa
TS I STeR{dq foran S <9 H qafden
sifeer forfard ISt A wotg@ <9 9 T
T ATl THR F T T qH ¥, fEw
o SEE H SIS gl Sl HI H gl
T B < | 3] Wellyd w1 H S e
off € | STEHMAT Uk 9gd o<l AT ¢ | 3
ff U T, ISR, Sfed, SR o
dfad ar & oTfee, At 9 Hiwhias
Tz 9 ufaa § | snfa srawen sihed &
AR & wy-qry fen (ag of
TUTerARfed) i Fgd gt Hitd o, ifien
STHHTCT HH(‘IIOHC:\l HHS aﬁWﬁmW
T 1% off mem T A9 B A S, 39

TR 3R 3 forfera €9 & R
re1 9 <1 <l THSHR o qRadd & T W
THATATG! THIS shi T&A1 A1 Gehed o | 39
fen =t v o T8 favama on| 39 38
forgams o o foren € 99 o1 §R @rat Skl
¥ TS qferd=l s AN 99 Y Fehdl
Tl et o1 1 ot for wrd & g
=d =l U TUEES wathe e fiya
fSrereRT ST 9 SATaRIieh Sia & & T |
= foran wrfSrer 9Rad 1 yg@ 315 a1
Thdl 1 3= foen danfas @ a9
AR TRE s9F H Fg&w B Fohdt
71 3E gfe @ gndEd wES = 6
o1 S=ei7 eAsiia foren & woR & fod &
fopan | SF. STrersaR 3 THAETR] TS i T
T <ferd IER &% W-[1 AR STIHMA 6
St Afgensti o IR gu § fgdae
T T 9ISl &I 99 o FIH H hel
ST T | 399 3¢ o fadieft o«f gwen
T | AR | . 3Tl Ush HEM S¥IYTh
T UL Thal & JeeR & | FHama T
i T g 3 fewg o 9 Heepfa i fapfai
T I =TEd 9 | FUdETS gue § o 9
37T, 3l o HerER i URa X T fagie

n Afe1ep FHerer (FRA®w) 1 310 2014



TS i TG &1 Thd ¢ | forem € g7
Heeh! Wt 1 THATT TF | T
AR ! I 78T 1 ey 39 HEdl
& & g wE H wme ®, W R
ERCE R CroCR

UG &1 adaE e sraeen
ek it X =fEl § v ¥ ew
T mafes e 1 S a=al a1 TR
IA Y AR TWERY 9 fFE e
SHERT I F qAteRer § qiiad e
T ¥ | yRfes fren & S € o= |
Afcteh 10N, SheieRIE R o HHTOT
& JAE B9 ¢ | 39 |t o ford wideg
Heheusitel o hdeafTs Terehl 1 2
atfa erravas € | rafoe foem 1
HReTdl & foT Geredeiial 9 gg froeeh
ISR & YIRS ATaraol AT
%1 frEsE ToEETgel mefae faem &
ford 3w wd wara oifdew glaem
ariferd €1 o= wafhes fen o1 &
Hreifiyer fen & ford 9O = %1 g
¥ | oreAta foven a== w1 wfas &
ford TR #1 fae fAur # )
A I 9 e fafere 9 wita &6t
eI I 3 W S T B T |
Hreafes 318 o TR W &l BT 3T
et Sfte H fasheq g9 T TR e
BT € | T} 9% STORAT § 5o DA I
e I (A SR T2Y) @
e 2ian € | ST, wSR afigm,
yfcrenfiTT, Srefsrer o Hith e araraTr
q yfkfad erar § | 3T =faaa fmior
1 gferan Tk ffvea fowm g et ©
ITh WA & foUR 9 99 TH SR
I AT § 1 39 TRl H hoR uigw
o G S WTE] e ol SR TaR
AT € | 3 oFaen § S et & w9
o ek UY Hrieyieh i STevdehdl gl
¥, S ST yfaw o erHarei i wg=H
F IH ITH ANTGIA 3 Tk | ST
TN & I WAl W a1 e
=9 il Teh ISTA, eafadR,
AR s d Fiaeia 9
o1l YRl i TeliehR i aTed AT
% &Y T aea T GeH 81 Fehdl § | I
% foar & g & wre-wny e 7gs

1 TSRt HHM AT oA H e
B & 1 T § geft 1 IR ()
T @ e § iR A Sfed & e
off TS SAIR =18 arell 9 ST e
el €, IRA USHIR Gol i a9
M dgd ¥ 1 3W 3299 & gfd H
meafer f3en & sua fafie e
faehrd SEishHl, SAEET e, ThHIH
F qehiish! oIeT B = W YR,
AR 3 TSR Gkl & &9 H
forerfaa w1 1 Qi fardt €1 35=
e fafere 99 =1 g Fd 71T
FE H Yo HIA € F GUS Hl T
fegmed ® & S 9 Wi 61 oW Se o
e Bl &1 9= e 9 96 W+
TER 1 A1 71 A AMfed 9% ey
9 IHYE 5N T8 I Yo, faeme
IEF T T IYAN, GAES i Geft
THR i GyEred & O & U™
ga | gad gl =1fed a9 & 3=
e woTfa eI 1 ATES o9 HWehdl
T 9 9RA W SH e 39 SeE
F gfd el 2 W ot foar emaws
71

ORA H ¥1en TR g it
THEl St ¥ | Tl gAY I Torerargut
TIfHes 9 3= et ol Hewen I &
TR | ST © | TR R O 3
Tfae 1 gofa: fan o T R, sHRt
STl @ TEmararsti w1 faeqa
e faemE B eTest w9 H fem
@ 9 etk g ey, e
U St WG AR % SET 39
BTl Sl ek | SRR fefzrmn 9 forremo
et f3en feeneAss oF St © TR
AL 1 A HHSE SEH e
Bl S ¥ 9RG B 9 w9 gl
ey wamr @ | U= varfeea o faget

ofifaes HameA it Tquideti % =erd
ey o AR % FMEN[g TUTErTgUl
FRren <1 QX =AqH HIER I TS AT
H9g &l B W @1 § | AeAts e
F HASIR FAE HI T AR
fren fieM g1 -1k T & T
IRY A ¢ | 3= foem & gea o S
fimr =t €1 W % AT 200 FEA
forvafaeme, sEemgd 9 gy
S 37 3 Toneyor w1 wre fean
S, |l 3= e 2 steEaaEen
T T 19t Sifereh GUR ATl % HER
w9 Ehefl WHR & HRO ST
T T e H areed § 1< o wet
Toren raren # forerhi o1 STehTel ©1 9T
g3 T | foren ® TS Y ARTIQR =Faw
w9 | € faemm €, W@ o fen & 2w
F YT S a0 FHATEE Wfeiel TSt
T T Ky Hya 81, W 99 fag @
B 139 H 91 W) o afadi 9 3w
70 TS AN o1 Teh T 721 o TAR
BT E, S OTRE 9 e ¥ FW
= =1 e ot & auee el
A ¥ Yo B | TS o HeR uRgH
I g 39 feufd # wgen ¥ 1 3w ot
I A% hAA S GHR i STRiET
F1 el & % ST et gt B farfara,
I HeH 9 ok o Al TR R
T 9 Afafta 99 % ol TeR ¥ 139
it % gare 9 Afvaes At wfaifma
FT AEEYU FER o4 & ford
TurerTgut foren it Seen s €
W ? | Wer % it gEreE w
SfteTra = fveq © =T 52 1 et
T T ST @1 | 9 ST S
g, Toht foreqor weerd stfqsmerent, =i
I 3TEATTehT o WHU B & Wi R W@
F 1R ot o7rem foreror e 3 T

I TR R AUS IR e |
foren gofa: Toenfaa &1 T | 57 T
et ot S © | eld: 9Rd & faeme
T IEEER § T @ S gifed 8
@1 §, 7 ST AERIMNE oy I
BT T | Tt fren =xareen fadia
Gl % 1ure drer 9 @R, fen
T TeMER 9 T yEm o FRERE 7

I 1 ST9E L I3 o Torargol
ot it =aEen & ¥ 1 W AT HE&A

T g T 1 S W 1 TS A
BN | 9 T g, I T, Wfereiien
g o T[urerTyol e i treRien qifta
FR e ¢ | favearg ¥ & 3o 1 e
fooms TF A9 &1 59 W S A
SeRiestl o1 heltyd o deh | O

Af21es FHerer (ARAB) 1 310 2014



e AT |

Torer & T StaT R
i HIT ohl G qHT
oo =nfew | wifer
T &, TE I
foarerme ¥ Sem iR
WHRI ht TeeTeredt
@ gfayr aret At
! TE S e | E,
ifer 9 are # fer
Sl U ShTH T Heh |
UfqT oAl Sgrar e o
e ferd =X | o1 ot
Tl Rl WRTIST &t &
TR T | Uar
et ¢ fo forerent =t
IR T & ot
i el § weAaiid
I o Tl O S
forerm e =Rt <TeT
YAET BT § | St e
ht UTHT & TEERT TS
e I g fh g
fore it aRufi
FE AT
TEer st off genfaa
A ¥, TE TE RSt
i die U & fam &,
o1 ferdt Ut § Sieit
et U & fem)

Afyaes ¥, forerm & sramrar

Q oy g wIgedt

T THM I Sfad # foshr % wHE
Hi% fHe =few | 39 |1 A
guyfh, fefm, o o 30 % SeR W dgyra
Tel B e | 14t T T W hed b
ard & ¥ | fou el oft w6 e
TR

a1, 189 |t H farfew 3qrarg
o T Y T U off | gitare foreiier
At TIHAT i o B ST SAfHRT i
& & 9Rd 919 =@Rd 9 99 A
Sire & 9 H GE THEe s F SAER
¢ | 399 IS =T Jad 37eH T
& o | wfgened w1 I § 199 TSt
31d Toh TSI H AFSRT 1 dlshdife
SRR T2 o | ST | a1l off TR
I H 3R THE 3= & et H wfeensit
% | Y B R |
e & T 3EET

et ST ierst st e  of gfren
& R o ¥ aeh iR aefwdl & w
T ST SdiE TRl B | T ST L H e
% faq foren’ wriwn & Wy 38 agaT

el B, 164 T 7 [l S=dl Rl g

-

et foren T, arerent H fRewar 61 sten
3R foren o <ifte wHmE @ @
e foran B et # e oK fawmm
% g Rt Wk feve wed €, & fhd
=1 forem =1 eafusRr ©. foaet s &n
HT AR T HEA | wiHe HEA, 3T
B 21freh I ST o9 ST |
Uk Ca

T IR ¥ f3ren & a9 STaeR
Sl AT ol Gerl TR fier =g | «ifh
T € e, =7 ey e € | sl @ik
THN i TeeTaredt | gias aret
%1 T 9@l <A H 8, feh o a1g 8§ SRR
T T T R G | GfaT 1 seren o
¢ fe =R 9 3T arel s=al ol HEcl
TEdl § | AR 1At | U =en § fw
Toregent 1 SRR =11 o S=al ol gor 8
TeAaTTa S o Sedl U S Y11 U
SS9 Bl € | Siel =Tel i T &
THHT S G ot © T e few
TR geYfH ® §1 iR o8 sey |
gl s ot gTferd il §, =8 98 hiest
i die 9 & o &1, = fordt ot |
Tl ARt T o o | safere sigd 9 @

n Afe1ep FHerer (FRA®w) 1 310 2014



% fer faren & THM e
T ey feufq R, ghiea
g wifaewr, 59 st
Tifeet el fohan T e |

sifrepter eitenfires
et o TRt foan sifrard
¥ 138 wE 9 giad faen
% ST Rl TR A ¥ |
TR | aifties foren e
F T gurt aeel a9
whedl €, el sgd o <u
] H AT =l <hl Thel
ST <1 Hieht e T €, e1eft
oft 6.7 S T=d 30Y Sfea
T S H BRR Hehed T
el e g . SfTo=ies 9 9
eft oot Tt fren ot s gfafde
%I TGS L Tohd © | FORT off frem 6
&3 B UM 21 o Hmel H St
T ST IE W i R
forem =t MRS

frse < § yemR SR st
Toreq & FAM TR S S W E I T
RERT % 98 T 3, frara wlie
3R TR o1 BRI o1 I e B |
S H aTerEehl o STIER TR
Tgfa & dgure arelt € | SRR Hidt
H el FATE o WG & 7F B S §
Top o=t 39 et H SE AN , e
o fFafedet # ug Toh | STcr=ehl
Fe T o I8 9gd St T TEE
WIEH FHSIN FHTSH TEYFH et
Td AR STYETfEl o S Uw g
S & | ST H oft TRe 9iER o s
TR T A WEeE T H TG
fgaa 7 @ | foenm 9@ w7
=i eTaer ot Hisg €, afed
TY 3O H A H & fag
TIcaTed ot it § |

39 FH A R FA & A

FMR IRERT & s=ai & fag
FTazehe Sie T WS oA T
B A F AN T ¥ W@
RERT & o=t g o forg ieafed
A | HISH S el shie e
Fedl €, 9gd W o 9o © T afe
fordt & urg sTreiiger @t ferft & ar
T8 hicTst shi TGS WY YT §, AR
aiehe T € fob o =1l & 1 St
T gfafdet foen 72 o aret afEmi
& fathso wfaer a=a FAtafder #t
TG A € | T8 TS 3 o=l bl
el T €4 d% HeS Hl B
TSI kT EET

St e foren # frere st
¥, 9 IR 9 HHedEy TEr @l
AT | STHR ST U amfde faa
U B § | STt Wit erelf 6t e
Bl kel ¥, ST et oIgel oRe <3l H,
o foren W e s fean < 71
el ThieRfeTd & fere T femet stmar
¥ 1 et fomnfefa 61 eeRftia w7
fau afrafdfet & <= gfaeret &

3 f l‘.F K

T S S S, TR G ATl
H 7o it i yffera w0 & fog
U HeHl i Heg HLd & | T e
¥ wuft o foren & &3 # faw
Ht &, S fop s a1 e 7
foreqn o & B THM TR IR
forw afteifiren <9 7 off areft o T
T T HE oA W& | "k fEwHe
Fed §, (3=a forenfid <o | off arsft
oft eTreel W UH qereh © Torient forem
1 TR AfeRal Sim el © | Herd siferss
T oft S @)
ura: forer fatk U9 arell & fau

qRd & 3MEeT TFHYL,
SR 3R e I g it o1
e wWE 1% gR A g0 gfren 8
T B | AR TR TR et 3Tt
Toreq sIgd 1 YR T THE St
B30, e 1 @ o IR €197
I ot TRt A, TSI €9 9
AiHT B ot dTehd <1 § | o o
FI T G S AR Hh el §
o o T0en s ot & fea o @
grar 1

(e e o farres o)

e FHerer (FTD) 1 310 2014



W qh &9
rgaeRy 3 foreror-
fafer st SR 9 oo

&1 3H foamedt &
1o faarer o =@
WIS aa des e o
ThHEAT @l AT |
TR UISIhT |l a0

I & | SEH T
T, S|t fafyrzar
3 fafoy =t 1

TN UTeaeh™ 3T

forerur-uferan o &g
T et & 4T 781 2

TE SHent 3ifam wEET
¥ 3 MRS U gH
smefrer et & forem
i T = 9@ wE

HT TR | AT &0
TS Rl A 31
JAfge & WA A &
S STt guar 3R
T TR | ot
dferd Y 2d € | TR
e 2Ie=T st TaeFar
T E, A AT HT
HHAT ot TYT-FHIS H
HHAT Tl TWE

ST ATHISTeR SRS ahl Ureare ot & et ?

Q s fag

3T & 9 MY YRA | 19 39 &
& B foehra o1 1R 9 W & o 39eht ot
o e st &1 e © o gmm e
FIT WIS Heai 37 TS sl Hefed
M H TR Tiferd 81 W@ ¥ | 9E T |
zferT ot I8 St & T fom TR
forenfag ok Tt &R 39 foem #
T Y | 9 T fafed © o Tordan
THal SR TYE TAR WIS ST
% oYl o gUE | IS B IS T i
T oyl ¥ eredfd Wl &1 g <A
ameEt # Tt 7 foredt o) SUem oHq
T Hentol Tt & HRU 3 fawg
AR HT Y THE S Bl © 3R
ITRT I LA GHIYM q9 qh el @l
Hehdl © 51 ok BAN 67T 31X Ik
TSR SR S SIS shaAfHeh e

A 78 S|

afg smyfes gfic o= &1 g |
Tt € A YRR ¥ 98 7T A 6

TIREAT, T SR A I 37 AT
ool & ¥ H THHR H W 8t & 9=
Ta ToIshifd & T3 W & T gae-
T & A SHR & €9 § @WiaR
e STan @1 ®1 39 gl w1 wHISR
TS Tfawhet citehdd, Tifefes TmmTfsTeh
TR AR Afgdr, IE-9R & Haer H
BT § | SO, w@Ifas & a8 Fard
foramott 2 S ® fob foren o wreem 9
T T &7 Y Yodl & Uid Hagar,
faaraTa ud S=RorTd a1 9 foefaq
1 T Fehd! ® ST 1 gAR) oA e
E o 01 & ] | ifen e ae whhan g,
TSTEh 51 =5 BIaT gaTl SAfh 9 e
e SR SERta # qarw s € | 3ufan
T ST 21 TR 1 5 STy fe Hed!

yfawer gar femr-uferan & fewr <
¥ | 1 A foren W i T faate
I I HIA ¢ | WIS e o fored
T-qeut it SR ot S § | Hiede
ot oTR sfee 9 IE-=m | 9Ra weEm
I e o Terehrd shidl & 2 el furen
R et SR sT%awer gfaeagt & agran
TR T @ R?

S qeh BH WigHsh AR fraror-
fafy &1 W T oivd W | 39 famnedi &
1o forereh 2T SIS 7« aek fan §
THETA! T2 ST | TR U1k Tl a0
R T | STH A i AT, SHhT faforwan
3R fafem =afec #1 gUR TeasHd 3R
foreror-ufsran & =i T wifge & =
TE? =E STk A HEIE ¥ 13 STl
TR EH MYk gl 1 fren i feer &t
e T T HHA B

af 70 AT 1 Tad AR Afgda
TE T 9 79 Y arkdfas S ST
et T § oft sfea e 2d § 1 e
Ifg <= T T G ¢, O T i
gt off TY-FES I GHAT F RE T
T 3R fola e it e 9 76 9
B e ¥, e == 67 ik Rl o0 B
iga X faan g

ifeX  for syt 7 gfie =0t
gfaset & fau amu-gfsran & @t
R S STEvTRd § | 9% qeft Tad g,
el areFsRA SR fraro-ufshan | fomneff
I TRl ! Te fhel | fan foes
iR fareneft % s €1 =12 afees fomnfefi &
o= off T e 3R HdT- 91d o9 94 |
TH < 2 TR foren shdl TR swred, €9
qTeHT 3T A 1 91901 | A o | 39
foTe we STR gfaemee et o fog whe
& 92 @ fgem, wmy-y e A A
e e W TR W fomnef § stgueda

n Afe1ep FHerer (FRA®w) 1 310 2014



émh: ) s | N 7|

SR -t & 2TeEr 1 U S 8 | Se dek  TSTEeh! ST U1 Shicd © | 8N <9 3TR T2 ol TR A
forem =Y wfshan 1 SI=iiehdr, Gordd, uar it e o & # o ST - TRl il @ ol SR TR foR T
HEAIT 1 WIaA % SMUN W foreh{id 6l fopan STan aa1 SHfoTe St & Toh e Tomiifa & o1erm T o= o) 5|

T fren § TAEA R enyfes Yo gfte 1 Ao T8 el S St e e g b erteer g e 1 O
(wersft, tfaer vRdra Areafhes e weE)

BHEEal

. TR YIS fgadt 7 Tk ST R el of ok
Tore = 2, St v 1 GG Y 9 < | AfRA 7
Toreqn =1 =itae R fean ofiX U fran § w € S A3

T B A T ¥ | GHIS STeH hived gl ST @R | 'Wﬁq TTFE;

oA B e o 3 A A e @ s g | o

TR AT ST T € | IS Y FHE TR weft h guH (1 9T T ARE S) B

3R el 71 gArT gfteanior s =nfew | Histart &t RUGIECE

T qfErdH 2 fer S e g el TS o foren j&;f’%ﬁ?iém
%ﬂwmmﬁwwaﬁwa@ﬂ@ﬁmtmﬁﬁm [E— o —

T ] | ST & 66 au! a1g +ff TR & feaig o1em e (= G 1 ARE E) @

AR TR & =4 o T 31em wha enft off =t W | RUCIICCES

farem ot ar<ft iR T < T ¥ | W R & T i—r;,(%ajj%
o1 3= fren oS oft Felia 7 ¥ | AfeRe T et qen :

S S — I G
T 799 1 9 § | AfE 39 o=a et off B 99 a1 3% ( ® g—n,w’rﬁrw,
STafeRT o1 7 9 faan S € 1 9% Fet 9 EShfaEi fer T,

w1 feut T on s € | fre foet fasit et =

Yifarer W wifaes wwarel faawor
TS U TrH-4 (a8 & 3Er )

STEYR(TTS.) 302004

6. I Al & A9 9 I S FHMER T3 61 GHE Gl

TS o S €1 T € e ol T | 5 oo o & e 3 feeier @1 - #

Tt ¢, et heaT el ot T Tehd! § | =T SI oA & # T F TAg g1 S el § fo B
IR 2 < T B ek | SO e iR e orgmen | SHferehan SR e foverd 6 sgER S fea @
& T vy e 3 e < T o R R ¥ mf; ] o

T IRl # T e SAfh 3T a=d i 3781 -

3R 3= Tren 9 T YA ? FE Teh UH 9o 9

e FHerer (FTD) 1 310 2014 n



STREIUT | gfera ot
i YeeTd: 3Tt
A, ARt e
T 1Y, TeIdtd Ta
e eTelt § 9E T
Y A wTE)

| UiasaT
TSl UX USTEIT &I T
e ot T T |
W, I
faam & ot e o
Frran e forfere
Afew ey
SHTTUT SiFeTeh TuTa
T ol foemg T @ e
TH ShIOT A=
eIt ¥ 9gd e
yfvTd | gferd ot
T & T § | SHaRT
OO off &
e s Izatee
SreRil, Tgrata §
Yiferer Frerar ® wolt
T ol T 3k
TEAT AT dlfeh ot
o Siferen SrEan
YTt g THE UisT™
Y AT WL

e f&a O 3avaeh, Uareril 9arst

Q 93T qEIE HSistt

T H 01 el oht ShedHl FHIieh
frirs =t gfteTa W@ X &t T off | v
g o o SR 1 Sy &Y Al T
AN TS H T | W, FAR § AT
e St § uRafdd gt 18 | afom
g gaTl o =afeq <1 § e Sifd
TG ST T | §Heh RO I8 a3l
To o TR FeAa st saTeT aea @ |
TS 0 Tk o STegdl HHRAT ST < |
U A WU hi ST I GEHT
fean, e wRo gmifseh STeEHa
I 81 S | Tt T 81 o qw H g
HTfHR i, MR GURRI Sl A,
Sfaert 9% & foeg <o w4 TS|
ST Focd, <. TS i sTregant
S enyfie g H wEe guRe! A
3TFAIGR o ferdt et 3emn |

T, e STISeRt 1 AT o
o 391 et Tada I D HH T =T |

W I¢8 T 9 H & fod e1usw aRgw
=1fed | e gdes e ot At -
Temfas gamar faet o | afe @i |
TGl o WY TeE Tohan T @ g
SeIfaeiel el o Hehdl | Si- 9He fo=n
Top g Tt Gemehl W enfyd e st
FI SGR Hd &1 § 1 3= Sferdl bl hal-
TSt it T, TP ST Tegwfa S
IS TS ki ST o T S ieh
3SR ST STAYeR AT S HWehdl ® |
SATSITEA THTST 1 Teh 71 oTehdl 1 fRIRR
&l T& "ol | 9 =ed & foh 37egd
T TETI YT Y Sferd SIfoaemett o |
3Tga a1 ol WIS A=l fea o o
ol JeTeR & | 3Rt A off o farfara

9 ggl foran = @ ef=s1 A o
THA T |

HHATRRT |HTS fmiur & fod
ITATHT b TTA

fafudt & w9 # 3% feg =l
foret Sran weeyut forer wifta s | fea
1 qEl o HHI HHISTh, SA1feien tfaehr

Af21ep FHerer (RAB) 1 310 2014



feam & fod wfeag 91 TR
dfaud § edl ol 3Tk qEE
ATYFR 7 AT THA & TR IH
A % o AR &t
difgat YeM X T | IR SAfaarg
1 G0 FfEEhR Hd g Fed
AT Td FAEH g 9 THh
T2 o &9 H faenfad YA i oTde
F1 1351 gferdl i T91 AIEHR
wi foerd g3 el fof 9 et
a3 W TG | gl 9 T 91 1@,
319 & WA § 139 'Y . i
TSR A AT <o fond,
forger s efadl &1 af<g gars
1 TaER THel, s STl
TR Y 9T SR ferrmerdt # ganad
AT g3 1 314 1924 H dfewpd
feaarTieott Qe o1 e fopan | foreeh
IR 9 - Tfera Sfaal § fram @
TIR TS SEEM Gel, Teshed
TN ¥, Wl gfchel @it
sferdl & Smfa o ehRl v fafo
FE, i qur wfv fome

Wit gferd ot ot 3Tfefer SeIfd o
JIE &, fog wEe § G
HHAAETE & |
WUATeRT AT oAt W forem et
yftrerT

. I STeIS et ol e
T ST IS o HROT ST ST
W FHEEd @ 3= 1913 H 7RSI
MEHATS § BEFT ST Rl
fovafaae™ (™) ¥ 9Rd &
YA 3T ohi ferqr # foraf o 9= |
ore 1 HE T HHSHRL, I ¥ T
Eaad o qYEd STIgfad Sfd-
STa s FAE ST fee &9
SR a8 YSH i, S I doh
oo W | T8 HHE STeEaR i
TRefian oft fo <ferdl =i foam, Frewdt
T R0 TN o R0 IaqH H gferd
Tl -39 9 W TeEE ¥ o
A UM G-, T | 9
TS % g ¢ | 3R W@ A fan
1 e FHHR TR T2 o

TH ., T TH.TH ., 9 TFel, IR e
ot et fetlt Ured =1 | FHdTETe! HS
frgtor & 9o & R0 3= 9RA
o1 T, WIfea qer, wad, mefd
qern sifaged st 3wty | fayfua
fepann T |

STRETV Y Sferd o ol YeaeTd:
afefer @1y, e frerer oy,
TeH el WTE e | we 1 ey
ot @1 © 1 Arferer gfaser & e
TR IS EH 1 TR off e @
T 1R, T U ¥ famm R ot fren
T A 3ish fofoem @ faa @ oy
% T Siferen Toran § st fewms
T W@ ¥ | 39 HR gfaan gitemnsd
T 9gd ¥ faerd | Sferd o 9T o
T € | SR GO off e
et @1 % 1 3gfed A, weEfa |
Sifereh Ao | Wl ot B THE iR
Tl =feu arfes |t avf et
IRl I &g THM IREH S 3
w10
(PTTETE, 31,991 1 fereh HeTE)

If rankings and grading are
any indicator of quality, Indian in-
stitutes of higher learning have a
long way to go both locally and
globally. An astonishing 89% of
India’s accredited colleges and
universities are graded either ‘av-
erage’ or ‘below average’, raising
serious doubts about their qual-
ity.

While globally India’s top
rated institute Panjab University
ranks between 226 and 250, the
National Assessment and Ac-
creditation Council’s (NAAC) as-
sessment is no better, with 62%
of universities accredited rated
average or below average. More-

Indian univs second-grade?

over, the actual picture on the
ground is likely to be even worse
since only 179 varsities and 5,224
colleges have valid accreditation
out of a total of 630 varsities and
33,000 colleges.

NAAC directorA N Rai said,
“Only 11% of our accredited insti-
tutions are ‘A’ grade, while 71% are
‘B’ grade. The remaining 18% are
in the lowest ‘C’ grade. This defi-
nitely shows the quality of the in-
stitutions. But we have to consider
various parameters. As most insti-
tutions are government-run, there
is a serious financial and infrastruc-
ture crunch which adversely affects
the assessment. But we have to

appreciate the fact that despite
being voluntary they came for
the assessment.” From this year,
howeyver, accreditation has been
made mandatory and linked to
funding wunder Rashtriya
Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan.

NAAC officials, however,
believe the real picture will be re-
vealed only after these institutes
which have so far shied away
from accreditation are assessed.

“While there is no doubt
that a lot needs to be done to
improve the quality of our insti-
tutions, things could be even
worse. Only time will tell,” said
Rai.
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Now in

Come 2014-15 and your child
could pick theatre, legal studies or gen-
der studies as an elective, in a depar-
ture from run-of-themill courses. The
Central Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) is offering the subjects at the
Class XI-XII level following a pilot
run in select schools last year.

Among other subjects available
are NCC, human rights and a unique
“Knowledge Traditions and Practices
of India” which combines various dis-
ciplines. The courses will set out an
overview of the subject, along with the
historical and current context.

For middle school, the board
is offering Chinese, the pilot run of
which is under way at present. The
first batch will appear for their board
exams in these subjects in March 2015.
NEW LESSONS

Electives on offer from 2014-
15: theatre, law studies, gender stud-
ies, NCC, human rights, knowledge
traditions

Courses offered from Class XI-

CBSE: Law, theatre studies

XII level, first batch to appear for ex-
ams in 2015

Electives offered with a combi-
nation of three other electives and a
language Human rights and gender stud-
ies to raise awareness

“Theatre studies is now going
to be offered in all schools after their
pilot run on first-come-first-served
basis in 2013-14. Theatre can also play
an important role in reinforcing and
furthering the learning of other academic
subjects which are taught in conven-
tional ways,” said CBSE chairman
Vineet Joshi. “It concretizes issues that
would otherwise remain abstract and
difficult for children to grasp. It puts
life back into bookish learning.”

Legal studies is also bound
to appeal to a lot of students, espe-
cially those considering the five-year
integrated law course. “The board
wants to give a competitive edge to stu-
dents who wish to prepare for a career
in law. Prior to opting for law in higher
studies, students will get an idea about

the subject and their own aptitude.
Based on the response during our
pilot run, we are extending the op-
tion to all schools,” said Joshi.

The course will include
theory and nature of political insti-
tutions, nature and sources of law,
historical evolution of Indian legal
system, civil and criminal courts and
processes, family justice system, ar-
bitration, tribunal adjudication and
alternate dispute resolution, human
rights in India, the international con-
text and an overview of the profes-
sion.

Human rights and gender
studies have been received well in
the pilot run in 50 schools. The ob-
jective of the subject is “create aware-
ness about law, administration of
justice, need for equality of oppor-
tunity and an understanding of gen-
der and division of labour,” said
Joshi. Each of these will be offered
with a combination of three other
electives and a language.
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Hindi Heartland States Continue To Languish

Education index shows growing
north-south chasm

U Akshaya Mukul

’I‘he annual Education Development Index (EDI) for 2012-13
is out and like previous years the narrative has not changed.
There is a civilizational difference between the south and the
north as the Hindi heartland states continue to languish at the
bottom of the heap.

The EDI is also an indicator that while the southern states
are improving in leaps and bounds after the enactment of the
Right to Education (RTE) Act, states like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan and others, despite their best efforts, are proving to be
no match. States were judged on four parameters: access, infra-
structure, teachers and outcomes.

EDI, done by the National University of Educational Plan-
ning and Administration on the basis of mammoth District Infor-
mation of School Education (DISE) data, has ranked Lakshadweep
on top after evaluating its primary and upper primary education
performance. Puducherry is ranked second, followed by Tamil
Nadu, Sikkim and Karnataka.

Tamil Nadu’s high ranking also exposes the flawed ranking
system that the HRD ministry had adopted in ranking states on
the basis of their performance in the Mid Day Meal scheme. The
southern state was poorly ranked above 20 and touted as lag-
gard. The state government had protested. One of the parameter
used in DISE ranking takes into account infrastructure as an im-
portant component like the availability of kitchen sheds. Among
the northern states, Punjab has recovered a lot of ground occu-
pying the sixth position, a remarkable recovery from its 13th rank
in2011-12.

Among the southern states the biggest decline has been of
Kerala, once among the best performers. It is now languishing at
14th position. In 2011-12 it was ranked seventh. What led to
Kerala’s overall poor ranking is the loss in primary education. In
primary education, the state’s rank went down to 20th from sixth
in 2011-12. While Delhi has also slipped from sixth to 11th in
overall ranking, Maharashtra has shown consistency retaining
its eighth position.

As for the perpetual laggards, Bihar has recovered a bit. It
is now ranked 30th from 33rd in 2011-12. UP’s downward slide
continues, from 32nd to 34th. Rajasthan is in the same league:
25th from 23rd position. West Bengal is yet to witness CM Mamata
Banerjee’s much promised winds of change in school education.
The state has slipped to 31st rank from 29th in the previous EDI
ranking. MP, likely to give another term to Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
is also among the worst performers, occupying 28th slot. 1
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Indians the

second largest
community, after
Americans, to
register for these
courses, said edX
president Anant
Agarwal, an Indian
American who grew
up in Mangalore
and who has been
teaching the
circuits &
electronics course
in MIT for 26 years.
The courses have
been put together
and are led by some
of the finest
professors in the
world. Students
require just an
internet connection.
The courses are
free, can be
normally completed
within a duration of
4 weeks to 12
weeks, and those
who complete them
receive a certificate
from the university
that provides the
course.

Indians No. 2 users of
MIT-Harvard e-courses

U Sujit John

Over 2.5 lakh Indians have regis-
tered for courses on edX, the massive
open online course (Mooc) platform
founded by Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) and Harvard Univer-
sity in May 2012 to host online univer-
sity-level courses.

This makes Indians the second
largest community, after Americans, to
register for these courses, said edX
president Anant Agarwal, an Indian
American who grew up in Mangalore
and who has been teaching the circuits
& electronics course in MIT for 26
years.

The courses have been put to-
gether and are led by some of the finest
professors in the world. Students re-
quire just an internet connection. The
courses are free, can be normally com-
pleted within a duration of 4 weeks to
12 weeks, and those who complete them
receive a certificate from the university
that provides the course.

Some 2 million people from 196
countries have registered for edX
courses, of which about 6 lakh are from

the US, about 80,000 each from the UK
and Brazil, and about 60,000 from China.

For Indians, the most popular
courses have been those related to com-
puter science, engineering, and public
health. Globally and for Indians, the two
most popular courses are 'Introduction
to computer science', led by Harvard fac-
ulty David J Malan and Rob Bowden,
and the circuits & electronics course led
byAgarwal.

"Some 2.2 lakh people are cur-
rently registered for the introduction to
computer science course, and some 3.6
lakh have registered for this course in
the past two years. The circuits & elec-
tronics course has had a total of 2.5 lakh
students since it started. About 12% of
the students in both courses are from
India," said Agarwal.

Indians account for about 50% of
the 70,000 enrolments in Harvard's pub-
lic health course. Agarwal said this
strong interest from Indians was thanks
to the Medical Council of India spread-
ing the word among doctors.

edX, a not-for-profit initiative, and
Coursera, a for-profit initiative by two
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Stanford professors, are among the
biggest Moocs providers. edX now
offers some 160 courses including
in science, engineering, business,
law, history, social sciences, and
artificial intelligence. Only around
6% of those who register for these
courses actually complete them and
go on to receive certificates.

For this and other reasons,
Moocs still has a lot of critics. Few
think it can completely substitute
classroom teaching. The big prom-
ise of Moocs is that it can take
world-class education to those who
are otherwise excluded for socio-
economic or geographic reasons.
But arecent University of Pennsyl-
vania study revealed that over 80%
of surveyed people taking Moocs
already hold college degrees.

Agarwal is unfazed by these
arguments. Moocs, he says, are bet-
ter than what you get in many uni-
versities, and particularly valuable
for countries like India, for students
who can't get into the top schools
or can't afford them. "Today's gen-
eration is also used to watching
videos. And our courses give a
video game-like experience. So stu-
dents are very engaged. We are
planning a big push in India," he
said.

He also noted instances of
students benefiting from these
courses. "One US student who
took our software-as-a-service
course added that to his LinkedIn
profile and received a job interview
call from a company in New York
the very next day. Amol Bhave, a
high school student in Jabalpur,
took my course in circuits & elec-
tronics. He applied to MIT soon
after and got in with financial aid,"
Agarwal said.4

CCE sails through first Class XII test

1 Anubhuti Vishnoi

The first ever analysis of how stu-
dents have performed in Class XII
boards after the Continuous and Com-
prehensive Evaluation (CCE) format
came into effect across CBSE schools
shows that students who chose to skip
the 2011 board exams have, in their
2013 Class XII boards, outperformed
those who appeared for boards in Class
X.

A CCE report released by the
Central Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) on four years of implementa-
tion of the novel evaluation methodol-
ogy says that “students who skipped
the board’s Class X exams have done
better both in terms of high marks and
mean marks”.

The CCE was introduced in
2009 and, in 2011, CBSE that is fol-
lowed by over 10,000 schools across
the country made Class X board exams
optional in a bid to decrease stress lev-
els among students and to usher in a
more rounded evaluation technique.
Many protested, arguing that this
would relax academic rigour in the
school system.

As the CBSE report notes, the
data will put to rest fears of parents,
teachers and other stakeholders about
the CCE system, as the first batch of
students to miss out on Class X boards
had not just scored high in their first
public exam but also increased the pass
rate by more than 2 per cent.

The report shows that the pass

percentage in Class X board exams of
2013 was 98.76 per cent, a big jump
from the 88.84 per cent figure in 2009
(when the CCE was not in force).

The bigger story lies in the Class
XII board exam figures. In 2013, as
many as 19.44 per cent of the students
who had opted for school-based exams
instead of boards in their Class X scored
over 80 per cent in Class XII. In con-
trast, 17.40 per cent of the students
who had taken Class X boards could
score over 80 per cent.

On the other end of the spec-
trum, while 8.43 per cent students who
had opted for boards in Class X scored
less than 40 per cent in Class XII, the
figure was 6.84 per cent for those who
skipped the boards.

The overall pass percentage in
Class XII Boards also rose, from 82
per centin 2012 to 84 per cent in 2013.

CBSE Chairman Vineet Joshi
said that apart from the improvement
in overall performance, data showed
that CCE was also clearly helping lower
stress levels among students.

“While the CBSE helpline
clocked in over 3,000 distress calls ear-
lier, this year that figure is down to
just 50-60. Our teacher surveys have
also shown that 96 per cent of them
have faith in the CCE system. A sur-
vey commissioned to MDI Gurgaon
capturing views of all stakeholders
teachers, students, parents and aca-
demicians too indicates a strong feel-
ing that doing away with boards has
been helpful and less stressful,” Joshi
said. 4
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98 % of aspirants fail test
for teachers in India

(U Manash Pratim Gohain

Questions over the qual-
ity of teacher training in the
country continue with more
than 98% of aspiring school
teachers failing to clear the
Central Teacher Eligibility Test
(CTET)2014. Just 13,428 of 7.50
lakh aspirants passed the test,
conducted in January by the
Central Board of Secondary

Education (CBSE).

In all, 8.26 lakh aspirants registered for the test. About
7.50 lakh finally appeared for the test, of which only 13,428
managed to clear either Paper I or IT or both. Clearing Paper I
is mandatory for those wishing to teach classes I to V while

Paper 2 is for those wishing to teach classes VI to VIIIL. Aspir-
ants who wish to get certified for classes I to VIII need to clear
both the papers.

The papers feature objective questions which test the
aspirants' knowledge of English, mathematics and environ-
mental science. This year's results actually mark a marginal
improvement over last year, when over 99% of the candidates
failed to pass. But CBSE sources said the board had worked
on the difficulty level as well as extended the duration of the
test, keeping in mind dismal results in the past.

The CTET was introduced in 2011 by the human re-
source development ministry to improve the quality of teach-
ing in schools after the enactment of the Right to Education
Act. CTET certification has been made mandatory to become
ateacher for classes I to VIII in any central government school,
while CBSE-affiliated schools can either recruit teachers based
on CTET or the respective test conducted by states.

In fact, the Delhi government too decided to adopt
CTET for recruitment of teachers for government-run and
aided schools. All CTET applicants need to be BEd gradu-
ates. 4
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Aser over

the past four
years has high-
lighted this very
fact. But in our
conversa-tions
with education
departments in
several states, we
find many of
them are only
beginning to shift
their focus to
learning out-
comes. While a
few states are
experiment-ing
with new and
innovative poli-
cies aimed at
improving learn-
ing, there is very
little consensus
on interventions
that are scalable
and proven
effective at
improving learn-
ing in primary
schools. Do we
really know so
little?

Instructions based on learning of

Child more Important than Syllabus

U Igbal Dhaliwal

T'he recently released Annual Sta-
tus of Education Report (Aser) 2013,
which covers every rural district in In-
dia, contains some good but mostly bad
news. Enrolment in India's primary
schools is still at an impressive 96%,
and the number of schools compliant
with the Right to Education (RTE) Act
norms, such as providing drinking wa-
ter and usable toilets, continues to rise.
But much of this is undermined by a
fundamental challenge faced by public
and private schools alike. Learning lev-
els are unacceptably low and have been
stagnant or getting worse over the past
few years, especially in government
schools. In basic reading and numeracy
skills, the major-ity of our schoolchil-
dren are falling several years behind
where they should be based on their
ages and the classes they attend. Al-
though we have schools that are open
and children that attend, many of these
schools are failing in their basic mission
of teaching.

In some ways, this isn't new Aser
over the past four years has highlighted
this very fact. But in our conversa-tions
with education departments in several
states, we find many of them are only
beginning to shift their focus to learn-
ing outcomes. While a few states are
experiment-ing with new and innovative
policies aimed at improving learning,
there is very little consensus on inter-
ventions that are scalable and proven
effective at improving learning in pri-
mary schools. Do we really know so
little? Do we need to be at the mercy of
our instincts, ideology or inertia, or can
we do better and use rigorous evidence
from the field to accelerate the process
of learning for millions of children?

Researchers affiliated with MIT's
Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab

(J-PAL) have launched over a hundred
rigorous randomised impact evaluations
in the field to test what works, and what
does not, in improving education. Many
of these studies were conducted in In-
dia with vari-ous implementing partners,
including state governments such as
Haryana and NGOs such as Pratham.
One of the clear lessons from this body
of research is that teaching at the right
level classroom instruction based on the
actual learning level of the child, rather
than what the government-prescribed
syllabus for that class may be is consis-
tently successful in improving student
achievement.

Evidence for the teaching at the
right level approach has been building
up for over a decade. An early illustra-
tion of this approach was Pratham's
Balsakhi programme, implemented in
Mumbai and Vadodara in municipal pri-
mary schools in 2001-03. Pratham
mobilised local youth, often women, to
work with children identified by the
school as having fallen behind. These
'balsakhis'held two-hour pull-out classes
in the school, using a teaching-learning
package designed by Pratham, to teach
core skills in literacy and numeracy start-
ing from the current level of the children.
An evaluation by J-PAL affiliated re-
searchers found that the programme
raised test scores in language and math-
ematics, with the largest gains going to
lower-achieving students.

Subsequently, J-PAL affiliated re-
searchers have rigorously evaluated
several variations of this approach in
different contexts. In Uttar Pradesh, an
evaluation showed that this method can
be implemented successfully by commu-
nity volunteers. In Bihar, Pratham
worked with government teachers to use
the same methods and materials during
school hours and in summer camps. The
model worked during the camps but not
during school hours, suggesting that
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government teachers can deliver
learning gains with this approach
when they are not under pressure
to complete the defined curriculum
and are instead given time to focus
on specific learning goals. Varia-
tions on the teaching at the right
level approach have also been
adopted in Kenya and Ghana and
have been found effective by
randomised evaluations.

Perhaps most exciting of all,
new results from a pilot programme
implemented by the government of
Haryana during the 2012-13 aca-
demic year show that significant
learning gains can be achieved by
applying the teaching at the right
level approach through regular
government teachers during school
hours. Pratham trained cluster-level
education officers in this teaching
methodology, who in turn trained
their teachers. For one hour each
school day, teachers regrouped the
students by their current reading
levels, rather than by their age, and
taught them with level-appropriate
materials. The cluster-level educa-
tion officers and Pratham staff also
provided training, mentoring and
monitoring support to teachers
throughout the year A randomised
evaluation conducted by J-PAL
found significantly higher scores
in basic oral and written Hindi after
one school year.

Haryana's experience shows

that state governments in India can
improve learning outcomes by tak-
ing this proven model to scale,
rather than continuing with some
of the current, failing approaches.
Governments can partner with
organisations like Pratham, which
can provide innovative teaching
materials, training, and technical
assistance, that contribute to the
success of these programmes. In
fact, some state governments
such as Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh and Bihar have begun
taking some of these ideas to
scale.

For the first time, the 12th
Five Year Plan strongly emphasises
'improving learning outcomes at all
levels' and talks of the need to de-
sign specialised programmes to

achieve this goal and to evaluate
such interventions. This is a great
start, but too much is at stake here
for governments and policy-mak-
ers to ignore what we already know
works and start from scratch.
Teaching at the right level works
and has been validated through rig-
orous scientific research in multiple
settings a rare feat for any educa-
tion intervention. Hopefully, when
the next Aser is released a year from
now, we will report that more educa-
tion departments are addressing
the problem by designing
programmes based on hard
evidence.U
(Shawn Powers is the education
program manager for J-PAL, and
Jasmine Shah is the head of
policy outreach)

35th Annual Conference of Desheeya Adhyapaka Parishath, Kerala

The Thirtyfifth annual conference of the Parishath
was held on 6th,7,and 8th of Feb; 2014 at Kayamkulam
town Hall in Alapuzha district. The meeting was inaugu-
rated by Manya P.Parameshwaran, Director of
Bharatheeya Vichara kendram. Parameshwarji said that
Swami Vivekananda was the great eye-opener for us by
giving us the most perfect definition for education that
education is the manifestation of the divinity already in
man. Swamiji was the greatest leader of the 19th centuary
Bharath, who urged us to give proper education to women
and the poor section of our society. He was also the prime
inspirator for the Indians to garner strength to wipe out

the British rule in India. On these two aspects the present-
day teachers and the students have a responsibility to
build up good education system in our country.

The Delegate session was inaugurated by the
Prantha Karyavah ,Sree Gopalankutty master , and the
cultural session was inaugurated by The famous spiritual
leader Prof: Thuravur Vishwambharan He elaborated
the Bharatheeya Education system and Dharma.The edu-
cational session was presided over by the Vice Chancel-
lor of the fisheries University ,Dr. Madhusudana Kurup.
By the evening there was a grand procession and a public
meeting in the Kayamkulam town.
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The squeeze
on spending is

evident from
comparing revised
estimates for
2013-14 with the
budget estimates.
While budget
estimates are the
proposed spending
decided at the
beginning of the
financial year
through the
Budget, revised
estimates denote
a rough tally of
how much was
actually spent.
The final tally of
actual spending
takes another
year to pin down.
So, this year’s
interim budget
for 2014-15 gives
revised estimates
for spending on
various heads in
2013-14.

PC squeezes poor to balance books

U SubodhVarma

Orer Rs 31,000cr were slashed from
crucial spending on flagship schemes
and other welfare programmes in the
year that is just ending, according to an
analysis of the interim budget presented
in Lok Sabha. Many believe this was
done to cut the fiscal deficit from 4.8%
to 4.6%. The wisdom of such squeezing
of the poor on the eve of elections has
left poll pundits puzzled.

As reported in December last
year, rural development minister Jairam
Ramesh had strongly protested against
finance ministry pressure to slow down
spending on social sector schemes, call-
ing such cuts “completely unreason-
able” and “savage” and “demoralizing”
in a letter to the PM. However, it looks
as if finance minister P Chidambram has
had his way.

The squeeze on spending is evi-
dent from comparing revised estimates
for 2013-14 with the budget estimates.
While budget estimates are the proposed
spending decided at the beginning of
the financial year through the Budget,
revised estimates denote a rough tally
of how much was actually spent. The
final tally of actual spending takes an-
other year to pin down. So, this year’s
interim budget for 2014-15 gives revised
estimates for spending on various heads
in2013-14.

Several important functions of the
government like delivery of health ser-
vices, education, rural roads, rural hous-
ing, drinking water and sanitation have
all suffered compression of spending.
This will have a direct impact on lives of
rural people. In addition several other
programmes like midday meals for
schools, nutrition for children and preg-
nant mothers through the ICDS, rural live-
lihoods and the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas
Yojana for enhancing agriculture produc-
tivity have been scaled down. Specific

POOR BECOME SOFT TARGETS ™" 2iuilias

Midday Meals Scheol children 7976 71 865
Primary Education (SSA) Scheol children 16453 15869 581
Secondary Education (RMSA) schaol children 1547 255 791
National Health Mission Rural poor 18880 16396 2,484
Rural Drinking Water Programme Rural poor 9900 8730 1,170
Sanitation (Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan) Rural poor 15834 2070 1,764
Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana Farmers 9054 7089 2,865
MSDP for Minorities Minorities 1110 542 268
1C0S Infants/preg women | 16058 14,768 1,29
\ National Mission for omen 738 347 301
Empovierment of Women
Irrigation (AIBP) Sraller farmers 11957 5,161 6,800
INNURM Urban poor 14,000 10,000 4,000
hajeevika Rurzl poor 35659 231 1,287
Spe.c'ml Central Dpalits 1030 781 497
Assistance to SCSP
Al 1 Rural Roads Rural pepulation 15,690 8685 7,006
_“ ToTAL EavserEd «cuts

programmes for empowerment of women
and support to dalits too have suffered
cuts.

Total Plan Expenditure in 2013-14
had been projected last year as Rs 5.55
lakh crore in Budget Estimates but it
stands slashed to Rs 4.75 lakh crore in
revised estimates says Subrat Das, di-
rector of the New Delhi based thinktank
Centre for Budget and Governance Ac-
countability.

“For 2013-14, the Budget Estimate
for the department of rural development
had been pegged at Rs 74,478 crore but
it has been slashed to Rs 59,356 crore in
revised estimate. Similarly, the budget
estimate for the department of health and
family welfare was Rs 33,278 crore but it
has been slashed to Rs 27,531 crore in
revised estimate,” Das said.

It is often argued that states are
unable to spend and so funds cannot
be released from the Centre. But there
is no reason why 2013-14 should see
a contraction in state spending com-
pared to the previous year, argues
Das. “2013-14 was not a year which
saw major natural calamities or na-
tional elections which diverts person-
nel and typically leads to less expendi-
ture,” he explained.

So, it all boils down to squeezing
the poor in order to stick to the fiscal
deficit ‘red line’ and keep ratings agen-
cies happy. 4
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