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Evaluation System for Self Improvement

-Dr.A. K. Gupta

The education system needs to focus on the evaluation system
that can enhance self improvement rather than merely judging on scales
decided by traditional ways. Many experiments have been conducted to
find an appropriate system for evaluation. Pattern of examination systems
is again debatable issue. Some school of thought may
prefer to opt for subjective type than objective type of
p/"questions, Conducting viva voce exam in certain
" subjects may be helpful but in others it may be practical
examination which is of value oriented.
Unit wise subdivision of syllabus
/ = or having choice of questions also
>~ %ﬁ\(@ affect preparations for the exams.
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Education is

an attempt to guide
and introduce the
person to the
process and impor-
tance of self-realiza-
tion. While this
could be, and often
has been, misused in
the past to socialize
persons, the concept
of education ex-
cludes processes
such as indoctrina-
tion and condition-
ing. An educated
person carries the
idea of autonomous
and authentic person
and not one who has
been conditioned or
indoctrinated.
Education is guid-
ance and direction
but in a fashion that
does not estrange or
alienate from
oneself but puts one
on to the path of
meaningful learning
and realizing one’s
true self.

Why We Need Examination Reforms?

1 Himanshu Shekhar

The examination system of India
has remained unchanged from so many
years. No doubt, this system is full of
stress. That’s why most of Newspapers
and Magazines publish articles on this
topic during examination session. Inthe
education system of India, ability of a
student is decided by an exam. In this
system there is no place for performance
of a student in full academic session.
Scoring more and more marks in exams
has become the only aim of a student.

Impact of this stressful exami-
nation system is immense. Those who
are in favour of this system should think
about those bad impacts. First of all, if
this system is good then all those who
secure good marks in these must be bril-
liant and successful in life but reality is
different. Now a days most of institu-
tions don’t give admission on marks
basis. They have a separate test and
this trend is growing rapidly because
they have no faith in this examination
system. Unfortunately, these institu-
tions too rely on exams for assessment
of a student. This faulty examination
system is forcing so many students to
commit suicide every year. These inci-
dents are growing rapidly. According
to an estimates more than 20,000 stu-
dents has committed suicide in the last
year.

The mindset of the society is
also responsible for making exams a
source of stress. If someone scores
good marks in examination then society
starts treating him like a hero. On the
other hand if someone scores less marks
then society treats him just like an un-
touchable. At this point one question
arises. What is the importance of get-
ting more and more marks in an exami-
nation? Just getting admission in a re-
puted educational institution or making
first impression to any employer firm? If
anyone gets a job then he must have to

perform well on practical front. Marks of
any examination won’t work there. Only
knowledge will work there.

We should think about the es-
sence of education. In calling a person
educated we make a positive value judg-
ment. There is an expectation that edu-
cation will improve the person. We ex-
pect that an educated person will be-
have in a better manner than one who is
not educated. There is a sense of being
let down, disappointment and dismay if
an educated person does not conduct
himself in a manner that is rational, mor-
ally good and socially responsible.

It is clear that education is meant
for all-round development of a person.
Education is not meant to produce only
specialists and professionals. Educa-
tionists too stress that education is a
holistic process and not only a training
of the intellect. It is development of
moral, social, aesthetic as well as ratio-
nal capacity. People might differ on the
degree of importance that they place on
these various dimensions but most
would include all these in their notion of
an educated person and these qualities
can’t be developed by any examination.
If these qualities can’t be developed and
assessed by any examination then we
should think about some different way.

As we all know an educated per-
son is not just well-informed (stuffed
with facts and figures) or one who has
learnt the knack or know-how of doing
something. An educated person is not
just one who knows what, and how, but
also why and this attitude can’t be de-
veloped by any examination. While one
expects that an educated person has
knowledge, one also expects that the
person has an understanding of the un-
derlying principles of the physical and
social —including political and economic
— world. An educated person is some-
one who has evolved his own mental
map according to which he steers his
life and interprets all new facts and ex-
periences.
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Nor does one expect that
an educated person’s knowledge or
understanding is inert but that it
informs his perceptions, worldview
and how he conducts his life. If a
person realizes or learns of the im-
portance of truth, goodness,
beauty, love, justice and simplicity
but shows no commitment to them
in the way he lives his life, we can-
not help feeling that person is not
truly educated. The minimum we
expect from an educated person is
that s/he thinks in a rational and
critical manner and behaves ethi-
cally and responsibly.

A person certainly cannot
be said to be educated till he has
developed his potentialities as per
his individual aptitude and ac-
quired a greater understanding of
his core self. Not only does the ety-
mological root of the word ‘educa-
tion’ point in that direction but most
philosophical and religious tradi-
tions urge one to ‘know thyself’.
This would mean acquiring some
understanding of what it means to
be oneself, clarity regarding one’s
values, priorities and aim or direc-
tion (as distinct from one’s social-
ization or cultural conditioning —
though not necessarily in rejection
of them). Only then can an edu-
cated person be truly called self-
determined and be held responsible
for his actions.

Education is an attempt to
guide and introduce the person to
the process and importance of self-
realization. While this could be, and
often has been, misused in the past
to socialize persons, the concept
of education excludes processes
such as indoctrination and condi-
tioning. An educated person car-
ries the idea of autonomous and
authentic person and not one who
has been conditioned or indoctri-
nated. Education is guidance and
direction but in a fashion that does
not estrange or alienate from one-

Who Reforms ??

self but puts one on to the path of
meaningful learning and realizing
one’s true self.

We have uncritically inter-
nalized the idea that only constant
competition and examinations pro-
vide the motivation and incentive
to learn, to keep us on our mental
toes, which is contrary to our expe-
rience that we learn best in conge-
nial and supportive situations but
million dollar question is how many
get it. Under pressure one only tries
to cope by relying on previously
acquired skills or trying to not look
too bad. It is shocking when people
actually ask, ‘If it were not for ex-
ams how would the teacher know
what the child has or has not learnt?
And if it were not for marks, how
would we know where our child
stands?’

It is absurd that one needs
to point to their own experience:
don’t you as parents assess your
child without examinations and
know where she stands, or assess
your colleagues and know their
strengths and weaknesses without
the need for conducting any for-
mal examinations? Any teacher
who has taught a child for a while
can tell you the real level of the stu-
dent, down to the spelling errors

that she is likely to make before
even conducting the exam. If we
were not so schooled into accept-
ing the logic of competition and
examinations we would see people
strive for excellence and voluntar-
ily undertake challenging work in a
congenial atmosphere without any
incentives.

In present education sys-
tem teachers, instead of assisting
learning, spend most of their time
assessing learning. Instead of en-
abling and equipping students to
learn, schools have taken on the
function of examining and screen-
ing out on the basis of those ex-
aminations. So, the need of the hour
is to make possible changes in
whole education system. Our edu-
cation system needs examination
reforms. Format of exams must be
changed. Marks should be given
for performance of overall academic
year. It should be given on
behaviour of student, on his per-
formance in extra curricular activi-
ties, on performance in class test,
on attendance. If educational insti-
tution starts giving marks on
behaviour of student then up to a
big extent, it will make a big role in
improvement of overall personality
of a student. O

ARR1ep FHerer (a1f¥Aep) 1 7S 2014



The education

system needs to focus
on the evaluation
system that can
enhance self
improvement rather
than merely judging
on scales decided by
traditional ways. Many
experiments have been
conducted to find an
appropriate system for
evaluation. Pattern of
examination systems
is again debatable
issue. Some school of
thought may prefer to
opt for subjective type
than objective type of
questions, Conducting
viva voce exam in
certain subjects may
be helpful but in
others it may be
practical examination
which is of value
oriented. Unit wise
subdivision of syllabus
or having choice of
questions also affect
preparations for the
exams.

Evaluation System for Self Improvement

UDr. A.K. Gupta

E ducation has remained top prior-
ity of a common person to get better
opportunity for employment and self
improvement. This is the area where
parents aims to achieve higher goals
thus emotional attachment is bound to
be a part of it. Coaching institutions
have become centre of attraction to get
these goals. This enables to get admis-
sion in a desired course where of course
better opportunities for good employ-
ment exists. Consequently next objec-
tive in general becomes to get good
marks in the course so that they can
have better employment opportunity. At
every level it is basically evaluation of
the candidate may it be Student or a
teacher, which matters a lot.

Education system has numerous
intricacies namely level of education,
disciplines, institution etc. Facilities
made available to a candidate by the
institutions or by parents affects to a
great extent their job potential. Educa-
tion may be imparted in different man-
ners e.g. lectures, tutorials, practical,

training, tour/ visits, projects, seminar
presentation, dissertation or thesis,
group discussions, publications or con-
tinuing education programmes etc. The
formal education supplemented by ex-
tracurricular activities makes it compre-
hensive. Evaluation of every kind of
performance remains a matter of concern
to anybody related to it. Overall objec-
tive of the whole system remains to pro-
duce good employee and citizen to serve
the country better. Neither the thief can
steel it, nor can king can take it. Neither
divided amongst brothers, nor too
heavy to carry, The more you expand it,
the more it increases. Knowledge is the
prime wealth.

Employers in general claim to get
raw stuff which they are supposed to
train again to suit their requirements.
Brain drain, not only quitting the coun-
try but also leaving the stream for which
they were educated, also causes prob-
lems to the policy planners.

In the present world of global
competition it has become imperative to
develop personality so as to serve in
any environment or institution at every
position to provide maximum output.
Adaptability to typical conditions is a
major factor to edge upon others. This
can be seen only once a person enters
the professional field after getting for-
mal education. It is just possible that a
person educated or trained for a particu-
lar stream may be desired to work for
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some other work totally different
than the original one. Market forces
are dominating to rule over preva-
lent conditions. It has become their
requirement to provide jobs with
higher salary & perks to candidates
from higher educational institutions
even if they are not perfectly suit-
able to. Of course recently the trend
has changed in favour of candi-
dates from middle level institutions
who are sincere in their duties.
Therefore it has become important
to produce candidates with aca-
demic potential and other qualities
e.g. sincerity, hard work, loyalty,
dedication etc. Thus self improve-
ment has become the key factor for
any persons to become suitable to
serve the society better. The evalu-
ation system should consider Vidya
Dadati Vinayam, Vinayam Dadati
Patratam, Patratva Dhanopmati,
Dhanat Dharmam Tatasukham.
Knowledge without wisdom makes
a person cynical, self centered and
arrogant.

The education system needs
to focus on the evaluation system
that can enhance self improvement
rather than merely judging on
scales decided by traditional ways.
Many experiments have been con-
ducted to find an appropriate sys-
tem for evaluation. Pattern of ex-
amination systems is again debat-
able issue. Some school of thought
may prefer to opt for subjective type
than objective type of questions,
Conducting viva voce exam in cer-
tain subjects may be helpful but in
others it may be practical examina-
tion which is of value oriented. Unit
wise subdivision of syllabus or
having choice of questions also
affect preparations for the exams.

Frequent interactions be-

tween academicians from different
areas/ institutions as well as be-
tween industry & institutes should
be encouraged. Students/ Scholars
should be allowed to work in cohe-
sive environment by taking up
project work in joint collaborative
activities. Earn and learn can be a
good pattern to provide profes-
sional or vocational education.
Even evaluation should be for con-
tinuous learning there by for con-
tinuous improvement. In the
present day world of global com-
petitiveness and with continuous
technological, legal, social, politi-
cal advancements it has become
need of the day. Security and se-
crecy should be maintained for the
reliability and integrity of the sys-
tem. Selection and appointment of
examiners (including external), set-
ting of question papers, appropri-
ate remuneration for invigilation or
evaluation should be given due
weightage.

Opportunities should be
made available to maximums per-
sons eligible and willing to take up
further studies. Option of central
facilities for common use should be
encouraged. Old age tradition of
Indian education system paving
way for teacher (Guru) and disciple
(Student) relation should explored
and set up.

Corruption and unsocial
practices should be eradicated by
providing and emphasizing moral
education system. Discrimination
on any ground should be avoided.
Principle of natural justice and
growth i.e. without affecting inter-
ference of undesired factors and
evaluation to promote than discour-
age interest of a person should re-
main the target. Materialistic ap-

proach in education can lead to a
society without ethical values thus
developing Asuri Powers than Di-
vine Powers. It is not only class
room study but also social mingling
which will make things happen in
right direction.

"We are responsible for
what we are, and what we wish our-
selves to be, We have the power to
make ourselves. If what we now has
been the result of our own past ac-
tions, it certainly follows that what-
ever we wish to be in future can be
produced by our present actions,
so we have to know how to act."-
Swami Vivekanand

Elevation of person into a
well educated with high moral val-
ues and good human understand-
ing by providing support in desired
forms in rightful manners should be
objective of any education system.
Generation of awareness about
present day scenario for any type
of requirement for the betterment
of the society should be focused.
Minimum human intervention in
evaluation system should be en-
forced. Demographic patterns and
appropriate planning for overall
balanced growth is the key factor
to frame a policy for proper just and
acceptable evaluation system.

The final goal should be
Sarve Bhavantu Sukhin, Sarve
Santu Niramayah, Sarve Bhadrani
Pashyantu, Maa Kashchit Dukh
Bhag Bhaveet. Seeing good in ev-
eryone is the beginning of spiritual
journey. The objective is clear to form
society vis-a-vis nation for overall
growth to sustain in the global com-
petition. Thus marching with the
global pace in all walks of life with
resources available is desirable.d

(Prof. INV University, Jodhpur)
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The ‘process’
begins at the time of
registration, when a

student from one of
these fake schools is
enrolled into a
recognised school. As
per rules, a student
appearing for his
Class X Board exam
has to be registered in
a school the previous
year, in Class IX.
Similarly, a student
appearing for his
Class XII Board exam
should have been
registered in Class XI
the previous year.
“Schools delay the
registration process
and, in some cases,
both the registration
and the Board
examination forms are
filled up
simultaneously. Some
schools take money in
instalments, others
want a lump sum at the
time of registration,”

Copy Capital: Spotlight back on
organised copying in UP

U Hamza Khan

Akash, 17, son of an autorickshaw
driver, set himself on fire. His family had
been unable to raise an extra Rs 3,000
that his school principal had allegedly
demanded to let him copy answers dur-
ing his Class X Board examination. His
parents had reportedly paid Rs 4,000,
but that wasn’t enough. Akash died the
next day.

March 10, Kaushambi: Akshay
Sonkar, 18, son of a farmer, had alleg-
edly paid his principal Rs 2,000 to let
him copy in his Class XII Board. The
principal reportedly wanted Rs 5,000
more and the family couldn’t afford it.
Akshay consumed poison, but luckily
survived.

March 23, Ballia: Villagers in
Saraibharati village clashed with police-
men outside a college, alleging extor-
tion during an examination. Nine police-
men, including a Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police, were injured and 40 vil-
lagers arrested. Residents alleged that
a student, Nandini Sharma, wasn’t al-
lowed to appear for her exam and that
her brother Shashikant, who had gone
to inquire, was beaten up.

This year, 71,20,265 students
registered themselves for their
Class X and XII UP Board ex- - i/
aminations, 6.74 lakh more than &
last year. The examination is ¢ - 1‘
a milestone they better not ,j }

skip, but there is an easier,
institutionalised way round it — mass
copying. But as Akash and Akshay were
to find out, that comes at a price. Often,
it is the school manager or principal who
sets the price, coaxing the families for
the maximum money he or she can ex-
tract.

Unfair practices during exams are
a thriving business in some parts of Uttar
Pradesh, especially the eastern districts
of Kaushambi, Azamgarh, Ballia and
parts of the Samajwadi Party’s home turf,
including Etah and Mainpuri. A high
school or intermediate certificate in these
parts costs anywhere between Rs 1,500

and Rs 15,000, sometimes even more.
Among the four categories of
schools government, government-aided,
government-unaided and unrecognised
private or ‘fake’ the last two are almost
always at the heart of the racket. “These
unrecognised schools, which operate
out of single rooms or even rooftops,
enroll students assuring them they can
clear their examinations without much
trouble,” says Prakhar Yadav, who runs
a college in Mainpuri. “As exams ap-
proach, these schools enroll students
in recognised schools in con-
nivance with authorities,
thus bringing them

- into the system.”
% In  July
i .:-;-;.?"’ A R P
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-
dent of the Uttar Pradesh
Madhyamik Shikshak Sangh, who
has been campaigning against ir-
regularities in the education depart-
ment, submitted a list of 351 ‘fake
schools’ in Lucknow alone. Umesh
Tripathi, then District Inspector of
Schools (DIOS), Lucknow, cracked
down on these schools and regis-
tered FIRs against 229 of them. But,
Mishra alleges, the administration
then gave in to political pressure
and the issue fizzled out.

The ‘process’ begins at the
time of registration, when a student
from one of these fake schools is
enrolled into a recognised school.
As per rules, a student appearing
for his Class X Board exam has to
be registered in a school the previ-
ous year, in Class IX. Similarly, a
student appearing for his Class XII
Board exam should have been reg-
istered in Class XI the previous
year. “Schools delay the registra-
tion process and, in some cases,
both the registration and the Board
examination forms are filled up si-
multaneously. Some schools take

money in instalments, others want
a lump sum at the time of registra-
tion,” says Mishra.

Students get themselves en-
rolled in multiple schools, just to
be on the safer side. The managers
of these schools usually seek
‘favourable’ examination centres
near their institutions and get them
without much trouble. This year, for
instance, citing a shortage of ex-
amination centres, the administra-
tion registered even those centres
which were blacklisted last year
over corruption charges. Mishra
alleges that schools pay Rs 50,000
to a few lakhs to the DIOS to get a
centre of their choice.

Secretary, Secondary Educa-
tion, Shakuntala Yadav, dismisses
these charges. “Our job is to con-
duct examinations and ensure there
are enough centres where they can
be held. These allegations are lev-
elled by schools which weren’t se-
lected as centres. If they are con-
vinced of foul play, why don’t they
get FIRs registered against the
DIOS?”

After the examination centre
is allotted, schools try their best to
get their teachers appointed as
invigilators at these centres. The
rule is that subject teachers cannot
invigilate an exam of that subject.
Yet, there have been several in-
stances of flying squads catching
subject teachers during
invigilation. A common excuse in
this case is lack of staff.

DIOS P C Yadav says sub-
ject teachers assisting students an
indication of organised copying is
a problem in Lucknow too. “We
keep coming across subject teach-
ers helping students during exams.
Notices are issued to all such cen-
tres and action is taken,” says
Yadav.

Finally, when the exams be-
gin, students can ‘buy’ the cat-
egory of copying that suits their
pockets. Depending on the money
they shell out, students are segre-
gated into three categories and al-
lotted rooms accordingly. Explained
school managers, speaking on the
condition of anonymity: Category
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one, which costs the least, com-
prises students who are allowed to
use their own material for copying.
Category two students are dictated
answers or can copy them from the
blackboard. Category three stu-
dents don’t have to appear for ex-
aminations and an impersonator,
usually a subject teacher, is ar-
ranged for them.

This, in turn, means that
teachers running coaching centres
are in high demand. Asit Yadav,
who runs a coaching centre in
Mainpuri, says that a coaching cen-
tre teacher can impersonate a stu-
dent and earn Rs 5,000 to Rs 20,000
per paper.

“Schools are judged by their
pass percentage. Parents and stu-
dents prefer schools that assure
them that examinations will be
cleared with minimum hassle. Try-
ing to prevent copying hampers
this business,” he adds.

Baba Har Narayan runs three
schools in Etawah. Three years ago,
he clamped down on mass copy-
ing in his schools and, ever since,
the number of students in his
school has been constantly declin-
ing.

The DIOS sends flying
squads to conduct random checks
at centres. On the first day of this
year’s Board exams, a flying squad
in Bareilly caught the staff of an
exam centre dictating and writing
answers on blackboards. An FIR
was registered against the centre’s
superintendent. But the flying
squads haven’t been much of a
deterrent. Ramvir Singh Yadav, an
SP leader in Kisni block of
Mainpuri, says some centres even
put up cameras to look out for these
squads.

Baba Har Narayan says
some schools employ “dummy fly-
ing squads” to extort money. “The

members of such ‘squads’ are usu-
ally friends of the principal or man-
ager. They randomly swoop down
on candidates and threaten them,”
he says. The principal then pre-
tends to intervene on the student’s
behalf and, after the squad leaves,
demands money from the student.

For the students, it doesn’t
pay to be upright, especially at
centres with organised copying.
Anil Singh, a BA student in
Mainpuri, says he found out the
hard way. “My friend and I ap-
peared for our intermediate exami-
nations (Class XII) a couple of
years ago. I used to study all day
while he would while away his time.
During examinations, he paid to
copy while I was sure my hard work
would see me through. But I failed
and he cleared with first division,”
he says to help us personalise your
reading experience.

“Students who refuse to pay
are discriminated against. Some
schools make them sit outside on
the grounds, making them outcasts
of sorts. While in some other cen-
tres, it doesn’t matter if you want
to copy or not, you have to pay up
a certain amount if you want to ap-
pear for the exam,” says Asit of the
Mainpuri coaching centre. Asit
says parents are tired of the “copy-
ing mafia”, but only because they
find the ‘rates’ prohibitive. “Some
parents approached me and I pro-
posed that we should start a cam-
paign prepare a banner saying
‘Naqgal mafia ke virodh mein
(against copying mafia)’ protest
against such examination centres
and invite journalists. But the par-
ents declined. They just wanted the
school managers to reduce rates,
nothing more,” says Asit.

There have been attempts to
deal with copying in the past. In
1992, Rajnath Singh, as education

minister in the Kalyan Singh gov-
ernment, introduced the Anti-
Copying Act, making copying a
cognisable, non-bailable offence.
That year, UP Board’s Class X pass
percentage came down from 58.03
in 1991 to 14.70; figures for inter-
mediate came down to 30.38 per
cent from 80.54 the previous year.

With many students being
sent to jail for copying, the
Samajwadi Party made it a poll is-
sue before Mulayam Singh Yadav
took over as chief minister in De-
cember 1993. The Act was later re-
introduced and the offence made
bailable. The pass percentage for
Class X crossed 50 in 1995. Be-
tween 1998 and 2002, pass percent-
ages dropped again. In 2004, with
the SP government back in the
saddle, Mulayam came up with the
‘self-centre scheme’, ending the
rule that students have to sit for
Board examinations in centres
other than their schools. The pass
percentage for Class X jumped to
70.61 per cent.

However, Vasudev Yadav,
then secretary of Secondary Edu-
cation Board, defends the scheme,
saying that it helped students con-
centrate on studies without hav-
ing to travel to other centres.

Criticising the SP govern-
ment, BJP’s state spokesperson
Chandra Mohan says, “It was un-
der the SP patronage that the copy-
ing mafia found its feet.”

Meanwhile, as another ex-
amination season draws to a
close, Education Secretary
Shakuntala Yadav claims that
around 1,500 students have been
caught copying and about 50
FIRs registered this year. But
given that over 70 lakh students
sat for the exams this year, 50
FIRs may end up as a mild statis-
tic just for the record. 4
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“A high-level
committee was set
up at the UGC to
take stock of the
Master of
mathematics
education
programme
started in 2012-13
under the meta
university concept.
The committee
saw that it is a
viable solution to
reach out to more
students and the
commission has
given Rs 1.2555
crore as funding to
strengthen the
programme. It also
invited proposals
from universities
all over India to
try out the meta
university
concept,” says
MM Chaturvedi,
director, CIC.

Reinventing MATHS

Q Aaditi Isaac

Those enrolling for India’s first
meta university degree can look forward
to monetary support to travel for intern-
ships, a mobile maths programme for
government school children, mathemati-
cal tools for the visually-impaired and
more this year as partnering institutions
just received Rs 1.255 crore from the
University Grants Commission (UGC).

The grant-in-aid for the Master
of mathematics education (MME)
programme has been equally divided
between the partners running it jointly
— University of Delhi (DU) and Jamia
Millia Islamia. DU intends to use the
funds for information and communica-
tion technology (ICT) infrastructure,
maths exploration workshops, a multi-
media lab and students’ innovation
projects, among other activities, says
Jyoti Sharma, assistant professor,
MME, Cluster Innovation Centre (CIC),
which manages the programme at the
university. “We will establish a math-
ematics plaza at CIC where mathemati-
cal games, hands-on activities will be
held, mathematical models would be
showcased and a historical trajectory
of mathematics would be highlighted.
We will have a special section of math-
ematical tools for the visually-impaired.
The aim is to make CIC acentre of excel-
lence and a resource hub of mathematics
for students, teachers, and mathemati-
cians who can learn and add on to the
ideas,” says Sharma. There are plans to
make maths education mobile for class
I to XII students so that those who do
not have access to the discipline can
still develop an interest in it and study
it. “Once a week, mobile vans will go to
municipality or government schools or
schools which do not have proper infra-
structure. Students would reach out to

<29
the community and empower schoolchil-
dren,” informs Sharma.

Meta university programme stu-
dents would be able to go for summer
internships as well. “This is the first time
that students would intern with institutes
(such as IIT Bombay, IIM Calcutta, etc)
to understand how education planning
and execution takes place. We will facili-
tate their internships and see to it that
they don’t pay from their pockets for
transport, travel and stay,” she informs.
The authorities also propose to train
teachers to help improve maths educa-
tion in schools. “We get to see that
teachers don’t keep pace with the latest
changes in pedagogy, etc. To keep them
updated and help them introduce inno-
vations in the classroom, teachers’ train-
ing would be conducted,” she says.

“A high-level committee was set
up at the UGC to take stock of the Mas-
ter of mathematics education programme
started in 2012-13 under the meta uni-
versity concept. The committee saw that
itis a viable solution to reach out to more
students and the commission has given
Rs 1.2555 crore as funding to strengthen
the programme. It also invited propos-
als from universities all over India to try
out the meta university concept,” says
MM Chaturvedi, director, CIC.d
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There has

been much
celebration that
primary class
enrolments have
reached near
saturation over
the past decade
and a half. IITs
and IIMs are
much lauded. But
some key issues
shackle the
gigantic education
system. These
are: retaining
students beyond
elementary stage,
providing quality
education, opening
doors of higher
and technical
education, and
tailoring education
to job market
needs.

Which party will give India an edge-ucation?

U SubodhVarma

Withover 300 million students and
6.5 million teachers, India's education
system touches most families. Arrang-
ing for the education of children and
youth is increasingly a big concern for
families - it is seen as a path of escape
from harsh circumstances. Yet, educa-
tion is seldom part of the election dis-
course. Netas gloss over it, manifestos
dismiss it in a few lines.

There has been much celebration
that primary class enrolments have
reached near saturation over the past
decade and a half. IITs and IIMs are
much lauded. But some key issues
shackle the gigantic education sys-
tem. These are: retaining students
beyond elementary stage, providing
quality education, opening doors of
higher and technical education, and
tailoring education to job market
needs.

Although all states have around
100% primary enrolment things unravel
thereafter. Nationally, nearly half the
students who enter Class 1 are out of
school by Class 10. This varies across
states - 77% in Assam, nearly 70% in
Jharkhand and Rajasthan to a more

manageable 16% in Himachal or about
25% in TN and UP. Among the more dis-
advantaged sections, dropout rates are
higher - dalits suffer a dropout rate of
56% and adivasis 71%. Among the
poorer sections, extended education is
apipedream. In villages, over 51% of the
poorest is illiterate and only a minus-
cule 0.4% go beyond higher secondary.
In cities, 42% of the poorest remain illit-
erate, just 1.5% complete higher stud-
ies.

Quality education suffers right
from the base level. An alarmingly large
proportion of institutions provide
belowpar education. The resulting
scramble for private tuitions burdens
families.

According to ASER 2013, a sur-
vey of rural students, the average pro-
portion of children in Class 5 who could
solve a three-digit by one-digit division
problem was a mere 26% in 2013. Typi-
cally, such problems are taught in Class
3 or 4. The proportion of Class 5 chil-
dren who could read a Class 2 text was
just 47%. There's no evidence that
things get better as less and less stu-
dents move up the ladder.

One reason for this neglect of
learning is lack of trained teachers. A
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large proportion of teachers are ei-
ther not fully trained or trained in
dubious teacher-education col-
leges set up for profit under
government's drive to meet the
Right to Education requirements.
Nearly half the college teachers are

== streams. Although a multi-
; ‘ pronged strategy is needed
,,a: | to change this stasis, one

key driver could be in-
l creased government spend-
ing to spread education
throughout the country and

contractual or temporary and paid Bisd Cimsz 2 Bo el wesa Class 3 e SRR als0 push. for quality. .
a fifth of what permanent lecturers [andnra 08 58 72 52 This would entail bet-
get. Assam 46 30 53 19 ter basic facilities - from girls'
Onl}f abou.t 2% of yogths g’::;ttisgam :j :; :;’ 3? toilets to s.cience labs, more
have technical training, and this is [gyjarat 59 2 o3 7 scholarships, better access
not changing much over the years. |Hayana | 73 63 79 58 to IT, and rigorous teachers'
Despite skill development initia- harkhand | 15 2 il e training with better salaries
K R . Karnataka | 57 45 63 37 ..
tives targeting 500 million people [keraa 78 ol 28 5 and work conditions. Now,
by 2022, the PPP model flounders. |mp 38 22 51 %5 about 4% GDP is spent on
Only 17% of youth in the 18-  Maharashtra 70 32 £ 2 education and training, two-
214 ‘oin hicher educati odisha 56 3 63 3 thirds of it by states. the rest
ge group join higher education, [, = = T o . irds of it by states, the res
most of them end up with arts or [Rajasthan | 53 7 70 43 by the centre. This must be
humanities degrees that are mere |Tami Nadu | 50 39 57 31 raised to the global standard
. Uttar Pradesh| 48 3 63 38
Jjob-market markers. The same hap- /= i 5 of at least 6%. Is any party

pens in technical or vocational

14 66 34 e ’
promising this?

Student’s last words Challengeanation

Marina Keegan died before she turned 23. What she left behind will make you cry

We’re so young. We're so young. We’'re twenty-two years old. We have so much time,” wrote Yale
student Marina Keegan in her essay The Opposite of Loneliness as she was graduating from college. It was
part of the graduation issue of the Yale newspaper and quickly went viral. It is a long essay, in which Keegan
analyses the feelings of well-being and safety that being in college gave her.

But Keegan was wrong. She did not have that much time. In fact, a mere five days after her graduation,
as she was being driven to her father’s 55th birthday party by her boyfriend, she died. Her boyfriend, who
was neither drunk nor speeding, went to sleep at the wheel, and while he escaped unscathed, Keegan was
dead. The essay is now being collected along with some of her other writing by
her family, teachers and friends. Most of the material in the book will come from
her laptop, which her mother Tracy recovered from the wreck of the car in which
she died. The book has already gathered wide attention, with Nicholas Kristof,
the widely respected columnist, reviewing it for The New York Times’ Sunday
Review.

One of the most remarkable things about Keegan’s essay was the questions
she raised about elite students opting for jobs with success built in. “She had sparked
a national conversation about whether graduates should seek meaning or money,”
as Kristof puts it. It was a topic that bothered her, and she often
returned to the quest for ways of “living with meaning”. “Keegan was
right to prod us all to reflect on what we seek from life, to ask these
questions, to recognize the importance of passions as well as pay-
checks — even if there are no easy answers.”

“This search for purpose in life is an elemental human quest —
yet one we tend to put off. And we never know when time will run out,”
says Kristof.
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The state of
examinations today is
an indicator of the
kind of nation we have
become. As is well
known, exams are not
only stressful for the
students but more so
for parents,
particularly mothers.
Countless mothers
pamper their children
during this time,
including feeding
them if necessary! No
wonder some believe
that it is the dreams of
mothers, more than
those of their children,
that are really driving
the state of education
in India today.

Itis sad, really

sad, to see what we
have done to bright
young minds and
grown up adults, both
of whom lose the basic
sense of their selves in
the face of exams.

Tried, tested and failed

Q Sundar Sarukkai

Two tough months are ahead. No,
I am not referring to the oncoming sum-
mer. Not even to the elections, although
the heat generated by the elections
seems to be rivalling that of nature.
However warm the rhetoric of the elec-
tions is going to be, I am actually refer-
ring to the annual, national stress-cre-
ator called “Exams”. The country is in
the midst of exams, all kinds of exams.
Millions of students are writing all kinds
of stuff on paper; dreams are going to
blossom or die in the next few months
for these millions.

The state of examinations today
is an indicator of the kind of nation we
have become.As is well known, exams
are not only stressful for the students
but more so for parents, particularly
mothers. Countless mothers pamper
their children during this time, includ-
ing feeding them if necessary! No won-
der some believe that it is the dreams of
mothers, more than those of their chil-
dren, that are really driving the state of
education in India today.

It is sad, really sad, to see what
we have done to bright young minds
and grown up adults, both of whom
lose the basic sense of their selves in
the face of exams. Anybody with aspi-
rations, and with enough financial sup-
port, writes not just one exam but many.
Days are measured — not by coffee
spoons — but by the number of coach-
ing classes for the different exams that
the students go to.

I know parents who break down
during this time. I am absolutely amazed
that the same questions asked decades
ago are still so important today: will my

child get into medical or engineering col-
lege? Will s/he pass the IIT exam?Along
with these anxieties, another constant
one: I hope my child does not want to
do arts!

If I were to be a little more suspi-
cious, I would think that there is a great
conspiracy by many Parents of India
along with the Government of India to
make sure that young kids do not take
to arts and humanities. Ironically, the ex-
amination system is intimidating to such
students but at the same time it also
pushes more students towards these
disciplines. It is this fundamental flaw
of the exam system that makes exam sea-
son a bigger tamasha than the election
season. At least the latter comes only
once in five years.

There are at least three major flaws
of the exam system across India. Firstis
the exam itself: the content, what it
hopes to test and how the test is admin-
istered. Second is the evaluation of
these exams and the method of evalua-
tion by overworked teachers having to
grade thousands of exam papers. Third
is the obsession of entrance tests with
mathematics, particularly the emphasis
on high speed calculation in competi-
tive exams. While these may seem to be
flaws of only the exam system, I would
suggest that they exemplify a deeper
disease pervading our nation.

From our schools to our colleges,
students have stopped reading texts.
The fascination with guidebooks as the
primary source of all knowledge contin-
ues. Today, I am told, guide books sell
in lakhs and are one of the most profit-
able resources in publishing. Given the
unceasing march of these books, many
school exam systems have removed any
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pretence of having textbooks for
students to read. Exams are already
anticipated and performed by the
students through these guides and
tutorial classes that are meant not
for learning but only for writing ex-
ams.

The fact that such practices
not only encourage but also sus-
tain the culture of ‘mugging’ is one
of the oldest stereotypes of educa-
tion in India but we don’t seem to
have made any dent in its progress.
Part of the reason is the
centralisation of exams and the
need to grade thousands of papers.
When machine grading replaced
human ones, the exam system in
some cases replaced reproduction
of notes by the moronic MCQs
(multiple choice questions).

Competitive exams add an-
other dimension to this tamasha.
Mimicking exams like GRE, many of
these entrance exams introduced
questions in mathematics. So if you
want to do MBA, you not only have
to solve some inane arithmetic and
geometry questions but you also
have to do them at great speed.
What does solving 100 basic math-
ematical questions in 30 minutes tell
us about a student? The belief that
logical or critical thinking skills are
tested through such tests is an-
other myth that we don’t even
want to question. The enormous
effect this practice has had on
students who do not do well in
mathematics should not be un-
derestimated.

This myth about the appar-
ent importance of speed solving of
mathematical problems as an indi-
cator of something (haven’t figured
what that is yet!) is based on cer-

h

From our schools to our colleges, students have stopped read-
ing texts. The fascination with guidebooks as the primary source of
all knowledge continues. Today, I am told, guide books sell in lakhs
and are one of the most profitable resources in publishing.

tain myths about mathematics itself.
Examiners are well aware that most
often the way to solve these prob-
lems so fast is to be aware of spe-
cific tricks to solve them. It does
not have much to do with thinking
about these problems since there
is no time given for thinking. This
is another way of reproduction with-
out thought and has now become
the bane of students who do not
solve these problems so rapidly. It
has also led to skewed representa-
tion of students and has served to
exclude specific communities and
groups in large numbers.

So my hope this sweltering
summer is just this: I want a party

that will first reform our examina-
tion system. I want an exam system
if we need one in the first place to
test whether students can write two
lines of poetry, or see a colour in
the world around them, or show a
capacity for reflective thinking
about issues that surround them
instead of testing them in their skills
of mugging up texts or learning
tricks to solving meaningless
puzzles. If a political party is will-
ing to do this, I am ready to even
wear one of those funny looking
caps. 4
(The author is director of the
Manipal Centre for Philosophy and
Humanities, Manipal University)
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