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Environmental Problems and Our Responsibilities
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Consumer based economy has focused on use and throw concept
rather than go for repair or recycle and decrease amount spent on
consumer goods. We believe in three phases i.e. creation, nourish-
ment and destruction i.e. represented by Brahma,
Vishnu & Mahesh. Considering these three €J
phases one can think of present day scenario. / \
Creation of consumer goods is desired for bet- : |
ter economy without much concern about sec-
ond and third phase. Nourishment stands for
sustainable uses enhancing its usable
life. One should focus on durability of
goods so that overall life cost reduces |
thus it goes in favour of overall low
cost.
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The signifi-
cance of nature is
not merely due to

resources that it
gives us in order to
meet humanity’s
daily requirements.
Nature is not just a
conglomeration of
resources; it is a
complete system,
which we are a part
of. We cannot afford
to nurture the idea
of conquering
nature, as it will
turn on us. Hith-
erto it seems as if
we have proven
that we do not
comprehend the
all-pervasive
character of nature,
as we have not
been prepared to
see it as a holistic
system, and have
failed to see our
role in it.

Development and Environmentalism :
Alternative From Traditional Knowledge

U Dr. Manoj Sinha

The modern era s the period of the
new environmentalism. The rosy glow
of the seventies is over. Fudging, nudg-
ing, compromise and accommodation are
no longer satisfactory ways out. A very
different picture is emerging in which a
coalescence of nineteenth century ro-
mantic ideals, early twentieth century
technical expertise and scientific under-
standing, and late twentieth century
political lobbying and institution build-
ing is all taking place. It is however pos-
sible to locate the choices we are mak-
ing for our lifestyle: Techno centrism is
based on a man-centered view of the
earth coupled with a managerial ap-
proach to resource development and
environmental protection; Eco centrism
is based on the belief that social rela-
tions cannot be disconnected from man-
environment relations.

The Need for a New Perspective

At the time when Adam Smith
was writing, life was short and harsh for
most people. There was a constant
struggle to satisfy even basic economic
needs. Mankind was at Nature's mercy
but today the position seems broadly
to be the opposite. At the time, it seemed
appropriate to emphasize the importance
of increasing the material economic wel-
fare of all by increasing their consump-
tion of desired commodities. But per
capita consumption levels in developed
countries today greatly exceed that of
those earlier times. Consumption levels
are much greater than is needed to sat-
isfy basic needs, and for most, permit a
measure of luxury. Indeed, the health and
welfare of some individuals in advanced
countries, suffers as a result of their 'ex-
cessive' consumption of commodities,
and as a result of their restless and
never-ending desire for greater income
and levels of material consumption.

Therefore, it is legitimate to question in
the case of the more developed coun-
tries whether an even higher level of
material consumption per head is an ap-
propriate goal.

There are also other reasons why
we need a new perspective. Today we
face prospects on a global scale of irre-
versible environmental damage from
economic activities, of which the green-
house phenomenon is just one example.
Not only this, but we are uncertain about
the occurrence of such impacts, their rate
of onset, and their likely consequences.
We face the possibility of sudden and
irreversible leaps and bounds in envi-
ronmental conditions. Past trends and
signs may provide little forewarning of
approaching economic and environmen-
tal collapse due to resource depletion
and environmental degradation. By the
time the signs of a future collapse be-
come apparent, it may already be too late
to reverse the deteriorating situation and
avoid catastrophe.

The great English economist
Alfred Marshall was able to declare in
the last century that Nature does not
proceed by leaps and bounds. In his
framework of thought, certain marginal
change is almost assured. But now we
fear that nature may sometimes proceed
by leaps and bounds and can do so in
irreversible and unpredictable ways.

Since the effects of environmen-
tal changes can be widespread, even
global, we can all be affected. Thus, ev-
eryone has a stake in what is happening
to the environment. Our global environ-
ment is a shared resource. However, re-
solving our conflicts about the use of
our shared environment is no easy task
as many of us have varying attitudes to
risk-taking and uncertainty, and there are
differences in the relative gains and
losses for each individual. This must be
recognized and taken into account in
forming our decisions about resource
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use.

Humans have come to domi-
nate nature but are still subject to
its laws. There is no guarantee that
mankind will continue to sustain
and expand economic activity in the
same way as in the past, despite all
technological changes and opti-
mism. There is a possibility of un-
wanted ecological impacts or disas-
ter from economic growth. In such
circumstances, it is essential to
bring flexibility into resource and
response systems.

Traditional Knowledge

The concerns for the natural
environment have been married to
the idea that human respect for na-
ture is lost in the pursuit of material
gains. Materialism, the production
of goods from nature, represents
an abdication of human responsi-
bility to the natural world. It is pos-
sible to recognize the strength of
ethical commitments in the environ-
mental perspective. And these ethi-
cal concerns are not as recent as
one may imagine. In a country like

.

India, people have been conscious
of environmental problem ever
since the Vedic times. One finds
mention in almost all ancient Hindu
scriptures, as also those of Jainism
and Buddhism, that nature and
mankind form an integral part of the
life support system. The Earth as
the source of all life, non-human as
well as human, has been consid-
ered to be an object of awe, love,
reverence and worship as the
mother goddess. The Sufi and the
Bhakti saintpoets like Kabir,
Chishti, Nanak and Tukaram, all
sang of the unity and oneness of
all that a wound inflicted on any
element hurts the total system. That
all things are useful to human be-
ings and therefore should learn to
live in harmony with non-human
nature, is very well established by
the story of Jivaka, who was no-
table to find even a single plant
which was of no use to humans.
The ancient Hindu scriptures
show that it has always been con-
sidered as a dharma or divine duty

-.;"'

of individuals to protect the envi-
ronment not only for their self-in-
terest, but for the sake of protect-
ing the environment itself. It also
finds wide men specific duties of
human beings towards humanity
and Gods’ Creations, which are
called Manav Dharma. This con-
cept of Manav Dharma, applies to
every individual on the planet, and
demands that all individuals must
pay due respects to all other cre-
ation. It can be derived therefore,
that a country like India, is deeply
rootedin the concept of respect for
nature in its culture and this respect
forms a part of its social life.

The significance of nature is
not merely due to resources that it
gives us in order to meet humanity’s
daily requirements. Nature is not
just a conglomeration of resources;
it is a complete system, which we
are a part of. We cannot afford to
nurture the idea of conquering na-
ture, as it will turn on us. Hitherto it
seems as if we have proven that we
do not comprehend the all-perva-
sive character of nature, as we have
not been prepared to see it as a
holistic system, and have failed to
see our role in it.
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The mysteries of nature re-
vealed to man so far by science are
only a negligible fraction of the pro-
cesses of nature. Despite the vari-
ous revelations science has made
about nature, it shall remain true
that a great deal more remains con-
cealed from us. The knowledge de-
rived from sense organs, or instru-
ments, or by inference is always
one-dimensional. Understanding
nature is a multi-dimensional activ-
ity which can be experienced
through intuition and not
through sensory perception-A
point which was continuously
emphasised by Mahatma

Gandhi. Therefore, to fully Q;s.?f

grasp the meaning of scien- -
tific knowledge, we haveto "
depend on intuition. Our
ancestors, who had experi-
enced the truth internally, al-

all existence is one and thatZit-

is not divisible. TR aTvidions are
only illusory. Our external.experi-
ences of the world reveal its plu-
rality but through our internal ex-
perience it is possible to see the
world as one. This ultimate reality
experienced internally has been tra-
ditionally termed God, and this is
the way Mahatma Gandhi tried to
link God and Nature. This kind of
knowledge had helped Indians to
maintain a constant link with na-
ture, because nature in its infinite
forms and countless modes was
believed to be the manifestation of
God himself. This is why all beings
in the universe were said to be in-
terrelated. To maintain this relation,
there was a need to strike a harmo-
nious balance with each other. As
soon as this harmony is destroyed,
the internal organisation of nature
will break down and therewill be
none who would be able to escape
its effects.
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This knowledge-form, which
constitutes how to live in harmony
with nature without upsetting its
balance, is termed astraditional
knowledge. Loss of such valuable
knowledge due to blind pursuit of

material-
ism may be one of the reasons why
mankind has scored such spec-
tacular success in destroying har-
mony. All over the world the bio-
centric tendency to traditional na-
tive thinking is now in the process
of being redefined, as exemplified
above in the case of India. Tradi-
tional native world views seem to
have stressed several themes at
odds with industrial capitalism: The
unity and inter-relatedness of life ;
the belief thatworld unfolds in a cy-
clic, not uni-linear way; a commu-
nal system of property, as against
private ownership; detailed knowl-
edge of nature; living in place (bio-
regionalism); self-regulation; popu-
lation self-regulation; respect for all
life-forms and their sacredness; as
ustainable harvest of wild-life over

thousands of years; and rituals
that severely limit the destruction
by humans of flora and fauna and
the land itself. Obviously, such tra-
ditional native perspectives have a
great deal of compatibility with ecol-
ogy.

The knowledge base built up
by tribal societies that evolved over
aperiod of time, rationalizes their
particular way of life which is for-
mulated in a different language,

the language of mythology. It
rationalizes something which
lasts, is fulfilling, and is sus-
taining. The people who
have lived in India for cen-
turies are likely to know
how to farm the land. They
e obtain excellent yield with-
out using the chemicals
which poison the earth.
"Their methods, E.F.
Schumacher points
out, "bear the mark of
non-violence humility
towards the infinitely subtle
system of the modern world. If we
now realise that the modern life
style is putting us in to mortal dan-
ger, we may find it in our hearts to
support and even join these pio-
neers rather than to ignore or ridi-
cule them”.
Gandhian Model and Alternative

Gandhian model is ‘Alterna-
tive’ oriented, decentralized, labour-
intensive,and has agriculture at
complete harmony with nature to
satisfy the basic needs of society,
and not the ‘induced’ demands of
the elite consumers.

Alternative technology
which aims at meeting the needs of
every one in rural as well as urban
sectors would reduce movements
toward urbanization. With decen-
tralization of production, based on
the use of local materials, agricul-
tural products with low energy con-
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suming process, urbanization pres-
sures would be reduced. Further,
communities would develop in a
manner in which they will be able
to occupy themselves usefully,
meet a set of their requirements,
development facilities for their work
and thus would be able to contrib-
ute creatively to society as a whole.

There should be complete
co-ordination between policy mak-
ers, planners and environmentalists
in protecting and conserving the
environment. The developmental
process has to be modified in such
a way that there is complete har-
mony with the needs of the people
and with the need to maintain eco-
logical balance. A slight distortion
in this pattern will bring catastro-
phe. Until and unless, we don't
change our luxurious life styles and
start living in harmony with self,
society and nature, no numbers of
‘conferences’ or 'agendas' can save
mother earth from disaster.

In India, where there is no
greater source of moral authority,
Gandhi has emerged as the patron
saint of the environmental move-
ment. In providing an environmen-
tal gloss to Gandhi's ideas, leading
activists have invoked his ethics
of self- restraint, his attacks on con-
sumerism, and his celebration of
self-sufficient village society as
providing building-blocks for the
construction of an environment
friendly and harmonious alternative
to modern industrial development.
"By comparison, the cultural icons
of the Western environmental
movement are more often individu-
als, such as John Muir, who have
tended to downplay human con-
cerns in their defence of the
unspoilt wilderness."

Gandhi's environmentalism
had its roots in a deep antipathy to
urban civilization and a belief in self-
sufficiency, in self-negation and

denial rather than wasteful con-
sumption. Gandhi was not going
back to nature but to the village and
to peasantry as the heart and soul
of India, to rural asceticism and
harmony as against urban bustle
and industrial strife. It is in this con-
text that the Gandhian views of a
sound and sustainable economy
becomes a matter of interest to
people of the Non-Western world.
Gandhi looked beyond the market
and into the consequences of in-
dustrialism for humans.

In a lecture delivered at
Allahabad on 22 December 1916,
Gandhi dealt with this basic issue
and I quote: "Does economic
progress clash with real progress.
By economic progress, I take it, we
mean material advancement without
limit, and byreal progress we mean
moral progress which again is the
same thing, as progress of the per-
manent element in us... in a well-
ordered society, the security of-
one's livelihood should be and is
bound to be the easiest thing in the
world. Indeed, the test of orderliness
in a country is not the number of
millionaires it owns, but the absence
of starvation among the masses".

The Gandhian approach
provides on alternative to both in-
dividualism and socialism. This
view gets confirmation and re-
inforcement, albeit debatable, from
the stand point of Prof. Rajani
Kothari and I quote: "Thus the at-
titudes engendered by our given
perspective are some what differ-
ent from those that move either to
the establishment intellectuals
committed to modernising the
world in the image of the western
Technological Civilisation, or the
anti-establishment intellectuals
from the same centres who are roam-
ing the world after the fashion of
new missionaries and preaching
revolution".

The modern industrial urban
civilisation makes it difficult to cul-
tivate the values and virtues of ci-
vility - personal initiative and re-
sponsibility in concern for
neighbourhood and community,
and accountability for public con-
duct. High technology makes for
largescale operations, automation,
anonymity and alienation, migra-
tion and rootlessness, and fluid
neighbourhood relations in urban
settings. In addition, it propagates
centralization of power in decision-
making and large organizations that
breed oligarchy and mass media
that creates not only homogeniza-
tion of mass society but also de-
stroys local culture and traditions.
The risk is greater for those people
and societies that are backward in
technology and know-how. Such
people are unable to note and fac-
tor-in the power and influence of
alien governments and cultures.
The acquisition of modern gadgets
and frills is hardly a healthy substi-
tute for the loss of cultural identity,
personal virtues and contentment.

Gandhi set before himself the
tasks of achieving through
Satyagraha political liberation from
the alien rule, moral regeneration of
the people through constructive
programme, and economic self-re-
liance with eradication of unem-
ployment and poverty. Gandhi per-
ceived the challenges and problems
the world is facing today. Although
Gandbhi laid the foundation, the edi-
fice has yet to be built. His was a
heroic effort, but all the signs indi-
cate that the world has yet to live
up to his message. This makes
Gandhi so much more relevant than
ever before. U

(Associate Professor, Department of
Political Science
Ram Lal Anand College (Eve.)
University of Delhi)
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Consumer
based economy has
focused on use and

throw concept rather
than go for repair or
recycle and decrease
amount spent on
consumer goods. We
believe in three
phases i.e. creation,
nourishment and
destruction i.e.
represented by
Brahma, Vishnu &
Mahesh. Consider-
ing these three
phases one can
think of present day
scenario. Creation of
consumer goods is
desired for better
economy without
much concern about
second and third
phase. Nourishment
stands for sustain-
able uses enhancing
its usable life. One
should focus on
durability of goods
so that overall life
cost reduces thus it
goes in favour of
overall low cost.

Environmental Problems and Our Responsibilities

UDr.A. K. Gupta

Our Consciousness is most impor-
tant factor in today's Environmental re-
lated problems world is facing. This re-
minds me of the term coined by Sh Ram
Madhav ji, during his recent visit to our
town, Sustainable Consumption i.e.
whatever we use or consume should be
part of recycling process so that we can
aim at Sustainable Consumption. In our
Country right from beginning emphasis
is placed on this concept by using
Earthen pots and vegetable plates called
"pattals", be it a feast where materials
used could be recycled without disturb-
ing ecological cycle. In the present time
use of plastic or similar materials has
raised this problem. These materials are
not biodegradable thus enhance envi-
ronmental problems. Use of plastics has
made products economically competi-
tive but at the same time has increased
environmental threats creating junk of
long lasting debris.

Consumer based economy has
focused on use and throw concept rather
than go for repair or recycle and de-
crease amount spent on consumer
goods. We believe in three phases i.e.
creation, nourishment and destruction
i.e. represented by Brahma, Vishnu &
Mahesh. Considering these three
phases one can think of present day
scenario. Creation of consumer goods
is desired for better economy without
much concern about second and third
phase. Nourishment stands for sustain-
able uses enhancing its usable life. One
should focus on durability of goods so
that overall life cost reduces thus it goes
in favour of overall low cost. However
hardly anybody thinks about destruc-
tion stage which is inevitable. What will
happen to remains of any good is where
we can focus and find suitable solution.
This creates real environmental threats
to every concern as is seen in western
world. In particular debris of demolition

if not disposed of properly creates a
general environmental problem.

Human being is considered
source of generating waste materials
thus is a major cause of threats to envi-
ronmental problems. Basic human nature
is self centered, one thinks about wel-
fare of self and the family and not in gen-
eral for betterment of the society. It's a
general habit to throw waste materials
away from one's own house but without
thinking comforts of neighbours. Such
a thinking has very threatening effect
on the society leading to serous envi-
ronmental problems. Solid waste creates
a troublesome problem to dispose of it
properly. Unplanned schemes may lead
to serious accidental problems in air traf-
fic as is seen by birds hit in nearby air
strips. Effects of unplanned solid waste
disposal can also lead to local polluted
grounds and related problems to have
its wide spread affects.

Population explosion has put our
cities under serious threats for safe and
cheerful environment. Various problems
which the city has to face may be: Traf-
fic or city transportation system, Water
supply, Drainage systems, Power Sup-
plies, Parking, Other related services.
This in turn creates certain other prob-
lems e.g. traffic jams, high consumption
of fuel and emitting gases which pol-
lutes the environment, Use of un-pooled
private vehicles further deteriorates the
scenario by escalating pollution by more
emitting gases and noise pollution as
well. Cities have become centre of high
heat hubs further increasing demand of
more air conditioning in house and in
turn in cars too, thus forming a vicious
cycle. Longer time to complete a certain
target in bigger city leads to psycho-
logical pressure and related disorders.
This further deteriorates quality of life
showing its impact in general to public
or personal life. High blood pressure and
diabetes is now has become more com-
mon even in younger generation. Expo-
nential increase in pressures making it
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difficult to lead cheerful life for a
common man can be attributed to
this.

Wasteful use of amply avail-
able water may lead to rising of
ground water table which in turn
causes various other problems in-
cluding disruption of normal life,
financial, structural to name a few.
While planning all related factors
should be considered, e.g. ground
water table, type of soil, natural flow
of drain water, wind flow direction
and dust storms, Thermal variation,
Rainfall, Transportation and allied
systems their present and future re-
quirement. Other threats natural or
manmade should also be taken care
of. Use of natural resources to
minimise use of energy generated
artificially by harnessing appropri-
ate technologies should be ap-
plied, e.g. Solar passive construc-
tion, Use of Non conventional en-
ergy, Inter linking of rivers or natu-
ral drain system etc.

Scarcity of land or increas-
ing land cost has put pressure on
Administrative/ Political systems to
allow unauthorized habitation i.e.
development of colonies in other-
wise not desired due possibility of
manmade disasters later in case of
urban flood i.e. when flow of natu-
ral stream is blocked and the sys-
tem is put under pressure for com-
pensation which could have been
avoided and better used for some
other purpose. Permitting construc-
tion of structures which may be
vulnerable to natural disasters e.g.
Earthquake, is further leading to
undesired scenario. Preparedness
and awareness by different means
may provide an acceptable solu-
tion. Development of "sanskars"
may be considered a part of it. Train-
ing at home for positive role of ev-
ery one cannot ignored for its con-
tributory role. No problem can be
generated if everyone is concerned
about others.

Planning of cities consider-
ing future expansion with addition
of more self sustained suburbs hav-

ing all basic facilities can lead to
better quality of life through follow-
ing sustainable consumption con-
cept. Developing effective means
of transportation, Communication,
Education, Health and other ser-
vices with potential of ample em-
ployment opportunities can be
good model to follow in develop-
ing smaller modular towns to add
to.

Education has an important
role to play since early development
of environmental related con-
sciousness can prevent hazards to
happen. Environment related infor-
mation i.e. Government policies,
rules/ regulation/ beneficiary
schemes, agencies dealing with
these, should be made known to a
common citizen.

Legal regime has its role to
play if itis applied effectively. This
needs technical support to make
this more effective. However
voluntry services has no match for
this. Therefore creation of con-

sciousness is more fruitful vis-a-vis
efforts made by education system.
It should be concern of ev-
ery common person to think about
nation's economy and role of envi-
ronment to influence it. Every small
point should be considered may it
be affect of construction of High-
ways on life of human and animal
habitats. Any threat to deteriora-
tion of ambient environment should
be considered seriously, may it be
otherwise beneficial for escalating
economy of the nation. While set-
ting up any new project these con-
siderations become important to de-
cide fate of neighbouring habitats.
Creation of GOD in human
life should be a great concern for
all of us. In the entire universe pos-
sibility of life on our planet should
be protected and nourished. It
should be our collaborative effort
to keep our planet blue one else it
may turn in to lifeless Red Planet
without life. Planet Earth is our
shared island, let us join forces to
protect it- Ban Ki-Moon. 1
(Professor, Jai Narain Vyas
University, Jodhpur)
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Over the past
decade, the
students’ mobility
within the Asian
region has
increased
exponentially year
on year. A two-
third of the
international
students are Asian
and of them a
significant
proportion is now
choosing to study
outside their home
country but to
remain in Asia
rather than go
West. Such a trend
prompted us to
engage with
academics in Asia
to define the
criteria for a
ranking dedicated
to highlight
excellence in the
region.

‘Singapore, Korea new education
powerhouses’

U Ayesha Banerjee

A siahas afew key education pow-
erhouses that India should learn its les-
sons from as more and more Asian stu-
dents seek to identify countries in the
region as education destinations. Ben
Sowter, head of research at Quacquarelli
Symonds (QS) talks about the 2014 ‘QS
Asia Pacific University Rankings,” un-
veiled recently

How do these rankings compare
with the global rankings - and what are
the most important findings of the sur-
vey this year?

The QS University Rankings:
Asia was the first regional league pro-
duced by QS, back in 2009, in response
to a demand from the region itself. We
first designed the World University

Rankings in 2003 and published them in
2004 because we realised that there was
a growing community of international
students who wanted to understand
which universities were truly world-
class. Institutions were also keen to
understand how they compared with
their peers in a global context.

Over the past decade, the stu-
dents’ mobility within the Asian region
has increased exponentially year on
year. A two-third of the international stu-
dents are Asian and of them a signifi-
cant proportion is now choosing to
study outside their home country but to
remain inAsia rather than go West. Such
a trend prompted us to engage with aca-
demics inAsia to define the criteria for a
ranking dedicated to highlight excellence
in the region.

Top Universities in Asian Countries
Country/ Territory Top Top Top Top Top
50 51-100| 101-200| 201-300| universities
by country

Bangladesh - 1 - 1
Brunei - 1 - 1
China-Mainland 9 25 26 73
Hong Kong 6 1 7
India 2 5 4 17
Indonesia - 3 5 9
Japan 13 30 17 68
Korea (South) 9 12 15 46
Macau - - 1 1
Malaysia 1 2 11 18
Pakistan - 5 5 10
Philippines - 3 1 5
Singapore 2 - - 2
Sri Lanka - - 1 1
Taiwan 6 5 11 28
Thailand 2 5 2 10
Vietnam - 2 1 3

300
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The methodology is still
based on the four pillars that un-
derpin our World University
Rankings: teaching commitment,
research impact, employability of
graduates and international outlook.

The weightings have been
adjusted to better reflect and cap-
ture the priorities of universities in
the Asian context and their reality.

For instance, in the Asian
rankings, we have included ‘Papers
per Faculty’ as one of the research
indicators — as measuring the re-
search productivity in a region
where there are many young uni-
versities is relevant - as is measur-
ing the student exchanges. The
comparison is in the boxes below.

Which country would you
say is ‘emerging’ in terms of edu-
cation excellence?

These rankings have high-
lighted the emergence of Singapore
and Korea as the new education
powerhouses, that are challenging
more established countries such as
Japan and territories like Hong
Kong. If we consider the overall
population and the economic size
of certain countries, it is apparent
that South Korea, with 46 universi-
ties ranked. is doing extremely well
—as is Taiwan with 28.

Singapore’s leading univer-

COMPARISON OF STUDENT EXCHANGES

QS University Rankings: ASIA QS World University Rankings
Criteria Weight | Criteria Weight
Academic reputation ~ 30% | Academic reputation 40%
Employe reputaton 105 | Enployerepation 105
Student/faculty Ratio_____ 207 | Student/faculty Ratio 2%
Papersperfoculty 154 | Papersperfoculty 1 Va2
Citations per paper 15% | Citations per paper 200
!lj.t_gr_r]qt}p_n_a_ils_a_t_@p__:::__::Eﬁﬁ: Internationalisation 10%
Student exchange inbound 250 | Student exchange nbound _n/a
Student exchange outbound 2.50% Student exchange outbound n/a

5 | FemreRemn e S

sity, NUS — tops the table, while
the other top local institution, NTU,
ranks 7. China has 73 institutions
ranked and Japan 68. Impressive
numbers, but it is obvious that their
dominance is challenged by other
very competitive players.

The table above shows how
many universities each country has
in the ranges considered

Which countries are in-

cluded in the rankings and why?
For the sixth edition of the
QS University Rankings: Asia, 491
institutions have been evaluated
474 ranked and 300 published. We

have included all the countries in
Asia (excluding Central Asia and
Asia Minor)

What are the challenges
thatAsian universities face in com-
parison to the top-ranked global in-
stitutions?

There are no quick fixes to
rise to the top. Systematic and sus-
tained performance improvement
requires institutional autonomy,
consistent institutional leadership
without political intervention, a
permanent culture of laying struc-
tural and financial foundations for
future growth and a single-minded
focus on identifying and nurturing
the most carefully selected interna-
tional partnerships. Fierce brand-
ing guidelines wouldn’t hurt either.

As English-speaking and
major international transit hubs,
Singapore and Hong Kong enjoy
some natural competitive advan-
tages and have long dominated the
top few places in this table. How-
ever, NUS taking the top spot this
year has also been the product of
its undeniable evolution to world-
class with cutting- edge education
and research. O
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