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Higher Education and the Role of State

U Dr. TS Girishkumar

On a final analysis, I am of the view that education should be

state controlled, provided that the vision and wisdom of the state can be
taken for granted. Bharat can now hope for strong and meaningful
governance, and education ought to be fully under
the present government. This is simply because
the present government has a lot to do, in
undoing the evils of the old and in recreating
ancient Bharatiya knowledge tradition, a task,

| which is not going to be easy or simple.
- For Bharat, education has to be a long
struggle, because the goal we shall
have to set is of approximating the
Vedopanishadic knowledge tradition
and recreating the same in present
context, time and space.
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Nationalism is

basic point which need
to be given prime
importance. All other
terms revolve around it,
May it be society,
region, sects, way of
worship or profession
etc. Economics and
Security remain basic
concerns. As can be
seen in allocation of
Planets lordship: Sun
(King) and Moon
(Queen) were given Leo
and Cancer in zodiac
signs, next was
Mercury (Prince)
which was given
Gemini and Virgo,
Venus depicting
Treasure and Plea-
sures was allotted
Taurus and Libra, Mars
known for its fighting
spirit termed as Leader
of the Army got Aries
and Scorpion, Before
Jupiter (Guru) which
was given Sagittarius
and Pisces, and lastly
Saturn depicting
Servants and followers
could get Capricorn
and Aquarius. Thus it
can be seen that
Economics and Securi-
ties were given due
importance right from
ancient times.

Need for Right Direction in Education System

U Dr. A. K. Gupta

In India Education was very much
developed right from ancient time, we
have rich literature available since then
e.g. Vedas, Puranas, Upanishads, Phi-
losophy, etc covering various fields e.g.
Armory, Mathematics, Ayurvedas, As-
tronomy and Astrology to name a few.
We see that so called educated person
is not aware about culture of our coun-
try (Ref. Hamari Sanskritik Vichardhara
ke Mool Shrot- Suresh Soni). In ancient
times even agricultural activities were
related to astronomical relations. Rural
based works and those related to Cow
were given due importance (Ref.
GoSamvardhan avam Jaivik Krishi Vikas-
Dr Rajesh Dube). Pleasure was not
merely related to physical attainments
but its spiritual gain which got priority.
Prof Prafulla Chandra Roy:"We are not
ashamed of our ancient contributions
to the science of chemistry. I am equally
proud of and not ashamed for all
branches of science that grew in ancient
India."

In 1835 Lord Thomas Bobington
Macaulay recommended implementa-
tion of English Education system which
slowly led to closure of Sanskrit Schools
and made English schools compulsory.
This system focused on objectives suit-
able to British Government ruling India.

Nationalism is basic point which
need to be given prime importance. All
other terms revolve around it, May it be
society, region, sects, way of worship or
profession etc. Economics and Security
remain basic concerns. As can be seen in
allocation of Planets lordship: Sun (King)
and Moon (Queen) were given Leo and
Cancer in zodiac signs, next was Mercury
(Prince) which was given Gemini and
Virgo, Venus depicting Treasure and Plea-
sures was allotted Taurus and Libra, Mars

known for its fighting spirit termed as
Leader of the Army got Aries and Scor-
pion, Before Jupiter (Guru) which was given
Sagittarius and Pisces, and lastly Saturn
depicting Servants and followers could get
Capricorn and Aquarius. Thus it can be
seen that Economics and Securities were
given due importance right from ancient
times.

Dr R Chidambaram, Principal Sci-
entific Advisor to the Government of
India, during his recent visit to Defence
Laboratory, Jodhpur addressed august
gathering on a relevant topic "Need for
aknowledge Economy: For Development
& For Security". Talking about the topic
he touched various relevant issues,
mainly stressing that proven technology
becomes obsolete hence the need is to
search for newer and better technology
(Ref Current Science Vol 106, No7, 10th
April 2014).

Only one way to achieve these
goals is to unite with self respect,
brotherlhood, quality fulfilled, disci-
plined, Industrious to work for upliftment
of our Nation i.e. our Motherland India.
Society remains prime focus for our ac-
tivities. Fractured segments in the name
of Regionalism, Language, Economic
strata, Way of Worship etc should not
affect our goals. Need of the hour is
provide essential facilities in at least
one institution in every state which
can cater for research facilities and op-
portunities to students of the state &
funded by the Central Government
with at least half of the faculty from
other places for better interaction and
output.

India being second largest coun-
try in population get much attention at
international level. This provides us
good opportunity being a broad market
to govern world Economy and share
greater responsibilities in serving vari-
ous sectors all over the world.
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Time is just right to focus on
giving right direction to Youth of the
nation with full of energy and aspi-
rations. With change in scenario at
Central Government level all of us
expect a gross change for better fu-
ture of our Nation. One should think
about many aspects before start to
act upon: Demographic changes i.e.
pattern of population growth con-
sidering different parts of the coun-
try, specialty of different parts based
on resources natural and manmade,
availability of resources to common
person, limitations of applications,
interaction at State or at international
level, growth of human being and
social customs, natural talent in any
person and its identification and ap-
plication for betterment.

Provisions of RUSA
(Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha
Abhiyan) cannot be underesti-
mated: Access, Equity, and Excel-
lence should be given due
weightage. Everybody should be
treated at par so as to provide equal
opportunities. Research with tech-
nological advancement and its ap-
plication part should remain our
focus. Government should focus
ways to achieve these.

In the society presently ethi-
cal values and human qualities are
observed to be declining. More at-
tention is required to improve this
aspect. Needless to say that formal
and informal education go hand in
hand. Thus family environment
play an important role in this, then
comes environment around the per-
son concerned. education is a con-
tinuous process, everybody learns
something or the other every mo-
ment throughout the life span.

Organised and unorganised
sectors both should get due focus
by considering these equally. Op-
portunities should remain available

at any time one wishes to continue
his formal study. It should not be
objective to educate by making
them literate and learned but also
to provide appropriate means to
enable them for their earnings to
look after their family responsibil-
ity with ethics being followed at all
levels.

Our man power should find
ways to compete at world level and
make their mark. Here Our own sys-
tem for Patents, Copy Rights, Rec-
ognition by different means e.g.
impact factor etc should be gener-
ated and supported by the Govern-
ment. Merely looking at West or
somebody returned from Devel-
oped country should not be the
only criterion to decide the merit.
Proper weightage should be given
to hard work and sincerity. Person-
ality development is an important
aspect which should not be ig-
nored. A person who has enough
knowledge and experience should
be given opportunity to improve
upon these aspects to overcome
inferiority complex.

Teaching methods need
more attention since improvement
in a teacher will affect many to fol-

low. More and more interaction
among academicians and scholars
is required to maintain parity of
knowledge pool. Assessment is
very important part which should
be rationalised to boost morale of
students as well as to escalate
sense of responsibility in them.
Frequent interaction be-
tween academicians and industri-
alists is needed to fill the gap be-
tween them. Continuous develop-
ment and growth of all sectors
through these measures should re-
main our main motto. A student or
a person should have opportunity
to leave or to resume his educa-
tional pursuits as and when he/ she
wishes to do so. Sir C V
Raman:"Boys when we import, we
not only pay for our ignorance but
we also pay for our incompetence".
The objective is clear that
the time has come to make our coun-
try leader in the field of Education
and in particular Science and Tech-
nology by laying appropriate direc-
tion to follow. India is leading to be
a younger aged Nation hence Edu-
cation and Employment with Eth-
ics should be the target. 1
(Professor, JNV University, Jodhpur (Raj.))
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On a final

analysis, I am of the
view that education
should be state con-
trolled, provided that
the vision and wisdom
of the state can be
taken for granted.
Bharat can now hope
for strong and mean-
ingful governance, and
education ought to be
fully under the present
government. This is
simply because the
present government
has alot to do, in
undoing the evils of the
old and in recreating
ancient Bharatiya
knowledge tradition, a
task, which is not
going to be easy or
simple. For Bharat,
education hastobe a
long struggle, because
the goal we shall have
to set is of approximat-
ing the Vedopanishadic
knowledge tradition
and recreating the
same in present
context, time and space.

Higher Education and the Role of State

U Dr. TS Girishkumar

There ever remained a nexus; a
very intimate nexus between what is
education as such and the concerned
nation state. As a matter of fact, I don't
think that there can be any situation
where education is de-linked or discon-
nected with the state rule perhaps at
every point in time. Naturally, the extent
and kind of influence, or 'patterning’ the
education system shall depend on the
type of governance of a given state.
This, of course, goes without saying,
that 'in the event of a state having an
established education system'.

To speak about states is also to
speak about the form, or type of gover-
nance. With our present history of long
existence of mankind, most of us had
reached the same conclusion; among all
known governances, democracy had

been proven as the most practicable
pattern, with all its shortcomings. But
then, the best form of governance still
remains a different one, of which there
is hardly any dispute; and that is 'be-
nevolent dictatorship', which is an ideal
situation. One really cannot depend on
'benevolent dictatorship', simply be-
cause, 'benevolence' is such a thing that
depends only on subjectivity of indi-
viduals. Even if we find a benevolent
dictator, there is no guarantee that his
benevolence shall last; or how long such
a person can go on benevolent, and
worse, for how many centuries one may
have to wait for the next benevolent dic-
tator. Withal these, we get back to square
one, and democracy still remains the best
form of governance, for all known prac-
tical reasons.

Bharat had both legend and his-
tory of many benevolent dictators, and
they also had the same problem, after
one person, there remained no guar-

antee that the next person shall also
be another benevolent dictator.
Nonetheless, Bharat had great
rulers who could be termed be-
pevolent dictators. Obviously,
education used to be at its
best under such circum-
stances, and Bharat also
has evidences to this.
But for now, we
N y are to discuss in
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present terms, and that too, in the
context of Bharat. The civilisation
of Saraswati Valley and the
Vedopanishadic knowledge tradi-
tion is no longer as vibrant as it
used to be, we did considerably
deviate from the Vedic traditions
due to our own internal reasons
before there was any invasion, and
we find our own scholars struggling
to recapture the Vedic knowledge
tradition as they were going out of
hands. Mabharishi Aurabindo
makes an excellent narration of this
phenomenon in his 'Secret of the
Veda' and was trying to logically
speak of the struggle of ancient
Bharatiyas to recapture diminish-
ing Vedic knowledge access. Fortu-
nately they did succeed, but to what
extent, we are not very sure of.

It was under such lucid situ-
ations that Bharat had to face con-
tinuous invasions, long foreign
rule from various invaders, until
Bharat was officially declared inde-
pendent in 1947. During the foreign
rule, each distinct imposer made
formidable attempt to 'pattern’ edu-
cation, given both their need and

also fancy. Indeed there were al-
ways resistance from our ancestors,
and very formidable resistance, but
the influencing and patterning of
education as desired by the alien
rule also went on. Those Muslim
invaders who subsequently settled
to rule, became uncomfortable with
the Vedopanishadic knowledge tra-
dition, the Sanskrit language and
even the Devanagari script. This
made them to try to juxtapose San-
skrit with Persian, and Devanagari
script with Persian script. With time,
the situation in Bharat was that,
every educated Muslim was using
Persian as 'his' classical language
as against the educated Hindu,
whose classical language remained
Sanskrit. This gave the birth of the
concept of 'Urdu' which is not much
different from Hindustani, and there
were conscious efforts from Mus-
lim scholars to replace Sanskrit
words with Persian words as an
ongoing phenomenon. Interest-
ingly, the Persian obsession of
Muslim intellectuals became a
strange problem to them on many
fronts, and the case of Jamaluddin

Afghani is a classic example.
Afghani is an additional name as-
sumed by Jamaluddin on account
of his Iranian origin to disguise him-
self as a Sunni and to conceal his
Shia reality. His acceptance to ma-
jority Indian Muslims depended on
this, and he executed this disguise
completely with success.
Jamaluddin Afghani had nothing to
do with Afghanistan as such, but
he posed as if he belonged to Af-
ghanistan. He did not speak
Pashtun, but spoke Farassi, and the
Indian Muslims took his ability to
speak in Persian as his scholarship.
In reality, he was only speaking in
his own mother tongue!

Perhaps this was the first
negative impact on Bharatiya edu-
cation system from the state, which
went on a long way infiltrating into
the very art, architecture music and
perhaps to most performing art
forms apart from other knowledge
texts. Then comes the Europeans,
the British being most prominent
among them. The British were much
more systematic as they already
had their own pattern of education.
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The McCauley and his introducing
English education, the Max Muller
and his 'cooked up' Aryan invasion
theory etc. were all intended to
mentally subjugate 'naturally
proud' Bharatiyas, with the single
aim of prolonging their colonial rule
and making all Hindus Christians.
However, these most meticulous
attempts from the cunning of the
colonial rulers also did not succeed,
as there came great sons of Bharat
like Swami Vivekananda, Maharishi
Aurabindo and many such people
who destroyed all their efforts.
The real infiltrating from
state into education happens in
post-independent Bharat, which is
even a stranger case. The first prime
minster himself was under commu-
nistic influences apart from his per-
sonal whims and fancies. That was
a period when communists had al-
ready made their stand among the
intellectuals on a global basis; the
1917 Bolshevik revolution still had
its romantic grip among many. To
be 'progressive was then synony-
mous with being communist, and
on a normal course educated people
had some attraction to communism
and Karl Marx. Nineteenth century
saw the European euphoria of sci-
ence, Comte and positivism, Vienna
circle and Logical Positivism which
all went into the making of Existen-
tialism and Sartre, Phenomenology,
Hermeneutics, and linguistic analy-
sis from Russell to Wittgenstein.
Eventually, books, periodi-
cals, publishing, media etc. went
into the hands of the so called pro-
gressive lot, who ranged from com-
munist materialists to existential
and phenomenological anarchists,
who were mostly negative thinkers
to put in a nut shell. The congress
in rule were mostly trying to copy
Europe, and whatever used to be
the case in Europe also was recre-
ated in Bharat, totally ignoring our
original knowledge tradition and

other established knowledge sys-
tem. And most naturally the state
continued its role of infiltrating into
education and knowledge tradition.

As a result, from the time of
the first invader to Bharat till
present time, the state had only
destroyed education system by
blindly copying European phenom-
ena without ever paying attention
to an already established and com-
plete knowledge tradition from an-
cient Bharat. Negative infiltration
from the state used to be inadvert-
ent in most cases as they them-
selves were victims of Eurocentric
thoughts, but at times it also used
to be wilful and arbitrary, with fo-
cused nefarious objectives.

Now to the prize question,
what ought to be done? Shall we
think in terms of completely
delinking education from state and
aspire for a total autonomy? Prima
facie it may appear that education
ought to be made autonomous and
completely de-linked from the func-
tions of the state. But then, this is
not going to be of any good, or for
that matter, any use. Earlier I dis-
cussed about benevolent dictators,
and what is true of benevolent dic-
tatorship is also true of this as well.
Should education be made autono-
mous, then what shall be the guid-
ing principles? There sure shall
emerge autochthones of education
in huge number with much shorter
sights and insights, which shall be
another anarchic situation.

On a final analysis, I am of
the view that education should be
state controlled, provided that the
vision and wisdom of the state can
be taken for granted. Bharat can
now hope for strong and meaning-
ful governance, and education
ought to be fully under the present
government. This is simply be-
cause the present government has
a lot to do, in undoing the evils of
the old and in recreating ancient

Bharatiya knowledge tradition, a
task, which is not going to be easy
or simple. For Bharat, education has
to be a long struggle, because the
goal we shall have to set is of ap-
proximating the Vedopanishadic
knowledge tradition and recreating
the same in present context, time
and space.

The postulates to these are
simple.clear, and straight. First of
all, we are convinced that the
Vedopanishadic knowledge tradi-
tion is fool proof and complete.
Secondly, we are aware that we
have not lost them to considerable
extent. Thirdly we are also aware
that it is possible for us to recreate
and reinvent them in our present
time and space context. Maharishi
Aurabindo makes such attempts
and his efforts are very instructive.
There are also many other great
minds of our ancestry, like Swami
Vivekananda himself, who had done
much work for us to simply under-
stand and follow.

What shall be of intense ne-
cessity is that the nation ought to
create a band of 'national teachers'.
These teachers ought to be trained,
and shifted from place to place and
institution to institution on a timely
basis, say three years. The nation
ought to take only volunteers from
both existing and fresh teachers,
who shall be prepared to undergo
six months military training, willing
to go and work anywhere in Bharat,
and also they shall teach in Mili-
tary academies to instil the past,
glory and future of our nation to
the soldiers, whose moral strength
belongs to Swabhimana in being
born a lucky son of Bharat. The
stronger consciousness of Bharat,
the stronger shall be our
Swabhimana, and the stronger our
Swabhimana, the stronger and in-
tegrated shall our nation be. U

(Professor of Philosophy, The Maharaja
Sayajirao University of Baroda)
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Education is

essential for individual
and collective progress.
Education affects
economic growth by
increasing the produc-
tivity of the labour
force. It encourages
innovation which may
lead to the creation of
new technologies,
products and processes.
According to the World
Bank report, education
also helps in the
““assimilation and
diffusion of the
knowledge needed to
effectively use technol-
ogy devised by others.”
Clearly, a large chunk
of uneducated adults
represents a huge loss
of potential for the
nation. “About 30% to
35% of children in
India do not complete
the minimum require-
ment of eight years of
schooling. In additon to
impacting the country’s
human resource, this
violates the Right to
Education guaranteed
to every child in the
India Constitution,”

A recent UN report shows that more than a million children
between the ages of six and eleven years are out of school. This
represents a real loss of potential for the country.

More than a Million have no

School and no Hope for the Future

U Poulomi Banrjee

Every morning, Shiva (7) takes an
autorickshaw to work. Accompanying
him from his home in east Delhi are his
two younger siblings and a neighbour.
Shiva spends his day in central Delhi’s
Janpath area selling pens, four for Rs.
20, to the office crowd, shoppers and
tourists, sometimes asking for an ice
cream from any one who looks kind
enough to indulge him. He is unsure of
his daily earnings. “He doesn’t have a
mother and his father is ill and stays at
home,” his neighbour explains. Shiva
has never been to school and has no
hope of ever going to one. “I can’tread,”
he says, a trifle wistfully.

There are many like Shiva, who
sell flowers or toys on the streets of
India’s cities, work on farms, do odd jobs

at restaurants, beg for a living or just
while away their time when they should
rightfully be in school. According to
UNESCO'’s recently published annual
Education For All Global Monitoring
Report, there are 57.8 million children in
the age group of six to 11 years who are
out of school. 1.38 million of these are in
India. India has the fourth highest
number of out-of-school children in this
age group. Pakistan is at number two
with 5.37 million out of school children
at the primary level.

“In terms of the proportion of
OOSC (out of school children) at the
primary level it was 1.1% in 2011. It is
based on the population of children
between 6 and 10,” says Shailendra
Sigdel, statistical advisor for South Asia,
UNESCO. This means the Adjusted Net
Enrolment (ANER) is 98.9% at the
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primary level. However, according
to the figures, the NER of recent
years has gone down. The recent
publication DISE: 2013-14 Flash
Statistics shows 88.08% Net
Enrolment. “As UNESCO collects
data on administrative data we are
not in a position to say that ‘they
were never enrolled or whether they
attended school or not’. The OOSC
number presented here is the
number of children not enrolled on
a particular day of survey,” Sigdel

explains.
The UNESCO figures are
appalling. However, some

education experts believe the
numbers need to be viewed in
perspective. “If we have
approximately 200 million children
in the age group of 6 to 11 years,
1.4 million is not as bleak a number
as it seems when seen in isolation,”
says professor R Govinda, vice-
chancellor, National University of
Education  Planning  and
Administration. Shailendra Sharma,
executive director, Pratham (New
Delhi), a non government
organisation agrees: “According to
recent studies, 96% of children in
rural India are enrolled in schools.
However, attendance is often not
as good. On a given day, only 70%
are found in class”.

The Constitution (Eighty-
sixth Amendment) Act, 2002
inserted Article 21-Ato provide free
and compulsory education as a
fundamental right to all children in
India in the age group of six to 14
years. The Right of Children to Free
and Compulsory Education (RTE)
Act, 2009, means every child has a
right to full time elementary
education of satisfactory and
equitable quality in a formal school
which satisfies certain essential
norms and standards. Article 21-A
and the RTE Act came into effect
on 1 April 2010.To achieve the goal
of providing elementary education
to every child, the country also

Money matters
GDP PERCENTAGE IN EDUCATION

India (with a drop of 1%)

1994 N 4.34%
2010 M 3.35%

PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL PUBLIC
SPENDING SPENT OM EDUCATION

India Bl 11%
Pakistan B 10.1%

Silanka [ 12.9%
Bangladesh [N 14.1%

20%

d'tutalpti: should be on
to the international
ranumn
SOURCE: UN

introduced the Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan in 2000-2001. The aim was
to boost universal access to
education, to retain students in
school, to bridge gender and social
category gaps in elementary
educat10n and to 1mpr0ve the
5'\‘*1 i “‘!

quality of learning. Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyaan interventions include the
opening of new schools and
alternate schooling facilities, the
construction of schools and
additional classrooms, providing
toilets and drinking water facility
in schools, provisioning for
teachers, periodic teacher training
and academic resource support,
textbooks and support for learning
achievement. To boost enrolment,
retention and attendance, while
also improving nutritional levels in
children, India introduced the
National Programme of Nutritional
Support to Primary Education as a
centrally sponsored scheme on
August 15, 1995, which became the
cooked Midday Meal Scheme in
2001.

All this is very well but what
explains the drop in expenditure on
education that shows up in the
UNESCO study? “Our data shows
a reduction on education in terms
of GDP proportion to education
sector. The UNESCO Institute of
Statistics (IS) database shows the
GDP percentage in the education
sector was 4.34% in 1999 and it has
gone down to 3.35% in 2010,” says
Sigdel. Education commands only
10.1% and 11% of total public
spending in Pakistan and India,
respectively compared with the
international recommendation of
20% of total public expenditure.
The rate also remains low in Sri
Lanka at 12.9% and Bangladesh at
14.1%. Domestic experts, though,
feel the problem is not a lack of
funds but a need to reorganise the
expenditure of resources for
maximum benefit. In the Eleventh
Five Year Plan, total public
expenditure on education increased
by 4.6 folds. “However, often these
resources are not properly utilised,”
says Shailendra Sharma. For
example, according to media reports
Rs. 60 lakh had been sanctioned by
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NO BOND WITH BOOKS

The out of school numbers in the subcontinent

Bangladesh

Percentage Girl
of out of .

school children [ Boy

Primary
3.8% children in primary and 22.4% in lower Level
secondary level are out ofschool |§°W9fd
econdary
29.9 level
Bhutan Primary
10.6% in primary and 19% in lower eve
secondary are out of school E:gl:)el:dary
18.0 level
INDIA Primary
1.1% children in primary and 25.6% in 231 Lower
lower secondary are out of school 22.6 Secondary
- level
Nepal Pritary
1.3% children in primary and 4.8% in
lower secondary are out of school Emer:dary
level
. 27.8% in primary and .
Paklstan 53.6% in lower Primary
d Level
Lower
Secondary
level

and in India (39 percent)

use technology devised by others.

Amongst children who are out of school, there is a group
that is likely to never enter primary school. This is affecting a strik-
ingly high proportion of excluded children in Pakistan (51 percent)

- From a theoretical perspective, there are at least three ways
in which education may affect economic growth : (a) increase the
productivity of the existing labour force, (b) by increasing the inno-
vative capacity of the economy, education may lead to the creation
of new technologies, products, and processes, and (c) help in the
assimilation and diffusion of the knowledge needed to effectively

the government for the expansion
of a school in Solan in Himachal
Pradesh. The funds remained
unutilised for three years because
of unavailability of suitable land for
expansion. Finally, the funds were
transferred to Shimla. Often, in spite
of funds being available,
bureaucratic reasons delay the
appointment of teachers. “Lack of
ideas and not lack of funds is the
mainn problem,” insists Sharma.
Similarly, while UNESCO lists
“child 1d labor, poverty (as low
economic quintile have less access

to school than rich quintile),
insufficient school infrastructure
and lack of teachers,” as barriers to
schooling in India, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka, Sharma blames the poor
quality of education as the key factor
for low turnouts at school.
According to UNICEF’s SouthAsia
Regional Study report, “the
incidence of child labour varies from
3% in Sri Lanka to 16% in Pakistan.
In India and Bangladesh, an
estimated 12.2% and 9% of children
are engaged in child labour. In all
four countries, school attendance

rates for child labourers are lower
than for other children of the same
age.” Sharma says poverty is no
longer the key reason that keeps
children away from school. “We now
need to review our classroom
process, check what we are offering
these students. What kind of skills
are they picking up? A big
percentage of these government
school students are first generation
school goers. We can’t expect
learning support for them at home,”
he says, adding that teachers need
to adapt their style to suit these
students. “Or else these children
drop out of school and engage
themselves in work. The Annual
Status of Education Report 2013
revealed that about 53% of students
studying in grade five in government
schools cannot read texts meant for
students of grade two. However,
28% of students in rural India today
are enrolled in private schools and
the number is rising. “This shows a
demand for good education. We
have to increase the time devoted
to these students in school. Some
of our schools are so small that they
are unable to provide the kind of
facilities required for the students,”
says Govinda.

And then there’s the
question of the impact of poor
nutrition on learning ability. A recent
World Bank report (Student
Learning in SouthAsia: challenges,
opportunities and policy priorities)
on the quality of education in south
Asia, stresses on early childhood
nutrition as a priority to improve
learning outcomes. The report talks
of the need for effectiveness and
accountability of teaching staff, of
financing as a tool to improve the
quality of education, and about
leveraging the contribution of the
private sector. It also talks of the
need to expand access to schooling
for disadvantaged populations and
to improve learning outcomes.
UNESCO’s Education forAll drive
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the labour force. It encourages
innovation which may lead to the
creation of new technologies,

HOW TO IMPROVE EDUCATION QUALITY IN SOUTH ASIA

Make learning Invest in carly Improve teacher
outcomes the central childhood nutrition. effectiveness and pI'OdUCtS and processes.
goal of education policy. South Asia has the world's accountabil ity.

According to the World Bank
| report, education also helps in the
“assimilation and diffusion of the

This means consistently defin-
ing and tracking student learning
outcome measures, and then
using those measures to guide
all aspects of education policy,

highest rates of childhood mal-
nutrition and this has a damaging ef-
fact on children's ability to learn. Gov-
ernments mustensure that all children
receive appropriate nutritional and

One component is establishing
clear standards for teacher recruit-
ment and deployment, with strong
safeguards against non merit-hased

decisions. Another component

including teacher deployment
and training, and allocation
of public spending on

fair chance at learning. A multi-

health inputs so that they have a/

sectoral, cross-departmental

is providing teachers with pre-
service and in-service training
that equips them with

knowledge needed to effectively
use technology devised by

education approach will be critical up-to-date teaching »
~— o achieve this, nlﬂ_wi// others.” Clearly, a large chunk of
—— Adequate N’ Leveraging uneducated adults represents a

instructional support in

ear .
To help first-generation students
succeed, teachers need to be
trained to improve early grade
reading skills. The curricula must
also be streamlined. In the interim,
supplemental remedial instruc-
tion can help disadvantaged
students learn

aims to see every child in school by
2015. Among children who are out
of school, there is a group that is
likely to never enter primary school.
This is affecting a strikingly high
proportion of excluded children in

———

non-state players. Non-state %\
players should be encouraged to
participate in designing innovative
ways to improve schools, find-
ing ways to ease barriers to entry,
carefully designing public-private
partnerships, and using effective
mechanisms to increase the edu-
cation sector’s accountability
to students, state and
society

Pakistan (51%) and India (39%),
according to the UNICEF report.
Education is essential for
individual and collective progress.
Education affects economic growth
by increasing the productivity of

huge loss of potential for the nation.
“About 30% to 35% of children in
India do not complete the minimum
requirement of eight years of
schooling. In additon to
impacting the country’s human
resource, this violates the Right
to Education guaranteed to every
child in the India Constitution,”
Govinda says. Sadly, all this
means little to children like Shiva,
who spend their days on the
streets attempting to earn enough
to buy their next meal. 1
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People expected
the new government to
initiate major reforms

in education, particu-
larly higher education,
but the budget “sug-
gests nothing remark-
able,” says Jandhyala B
G Tilak, head, depart-
ment of educational
finance, National
University of Educa-
tional Planning and
Administration. “It
does not seem to
indicate any major
significant direction
for development of the
education sector,
though a few points are
worth noting, such as
allocation or provision
of drinking water and
toilet facilities in
schools, and a couple of
new initiatives such as
school assessment
programme and a (Rs
100 crore) young
leader programme (to
promote leadership
skills).”

Education Budget falls short of expectations

Q

The Union budget falls short of
expectations with no ‘clear direction’,
experts say while welcoming proposals
such as drinking water and toilets in
schools, skill training and school as-
sessment.

People expected the new govern-
ment to initiate major reforms in educa-
tion, particularly higher education, but
the budget “suggests nothing remark-
able,” says Jandhyala B G Tilak, head,
department of educational finance, Na-
tional University of Educational Plan-
ning and Administration. “It does not
seem to indicate any major significant
direction for development of the educa-
tion sector, though a few points are
worth noting, such as allocation or pro-
vision of drinking water and toilet facili-
ties in schools, and a couple of new ini-
tiatives such as school assessment
programme and a (Rs 100 crore) young
leader programme (to promote leader-
ship skills).”

Further, experts do not cheer the
proposal for new institutions, particu-
larly II'Ts and IIMs, due to known is-
sues in existing institutes. “It is neces-
sary that expansion plans are well-de-
signed, with adequate pub-
lic funding for these insti-
tutions to become viable
and sustainable, if not
world-class,” says
Tilak.

Lakshmi
Iyer, director and
head of educa-
tion, Sannam S4
Consulting,
points out that In-
dia has 13 IITs and
16 IIMs, with a
“caste system” be-
tween the old play-
ers and the new ones
opened in the past
decade. “We know

the existing IITs and IIMs have prob-
lems that need fixing from filling faculty
vacancies, adequate facilities for stu-
dents and upping their game with re-
spect to research output and competing
on a global platform. Capacity-building
is not about buildings and labs. It is
about teachers, quality, good value edu-
cation and I wonder if we are going to
continue making announcements of
adding more without getting down to
the business of stemming the rot in edu-
cation,” she says.

Delhi-based career counsellor
Pervin Malhotra, too, expresses mixed
feelings. “There is no clear direction
emerging from the Union budget 2014.
Increasing the number of IITs and I[IMs
is a symbolic gesture which has hap-
pened earlier and which makes a great
media splash, but the fact is, a miniscule
percentage of the population gets into
these institutions. What about the ma-
jority and making them employable?”
Skill training, as proposed in the bud-
get, can help curb unemployment, she
says. “However, there is nothing on
upgrading the thousands of govern-
ment schools so as to ease the pressure
on parents to put children into private
schools. That being said, not ev-
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erything the government intends to
do is determined by the Union bud-
get.”

Further, the announcement
of biotech clusters in Faridabad and
Bangalore is “promising and
shows that the government under-
stands that India needs to get its
act together in STEM areas,” says
Iyer. As regards the Rs 100 crore
for e-classes, it will be important to
credentialise the competencies
people gain in virtual classrooms,
she adds.

THE PROPOSALS

Loo and behold

- Toilets and drinking water in all
girls school. Rs 28,635 crore for
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and Rs
4,966 crore for Rashtriya
Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan

- Rs 30 crore for anew School As-
sessment Programme. To ‘infuse
new training tools and motivate
teachers’, Pandit Madan Mohan
Malviya New Teachers Training
Programme being launched with
an initial sum of Rs 500 crore

- Rs 100 crore to set up virtual
classrooms as Communication
Linked Interface for Cultivating
Knowledge (CLICK) and for

Al PR

online courses

- Rs 500 crore for a National Rural
Internet and Technology Mis-
sion for services in schools,
training in IT skills, etc

- Rs-100 crore Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao Yojana to create aware-
ness and for better delivery of
welfare services for women.

More colleges

- A Jai Prakash Narayan National
Centre for Excellence in Humani-
ties in Madhya Pradesh

- Five new IITs in Jammu,
Chhattisgarh, Goa, AP and
Kerala

- Five IIMs for HP, Punjab, Bihar,
Odisha and Maharashtra

- Simple norms for education
loans for higher studies

- 2 National Institutes of Ageing
at AIIMS, Delhi and Madras
Medical College, Chennai. A na-
tional research and referral In-
stitute for higher dental studies
in an existing dental institution

- 4 more AIIMS-like institutions at
AP, WB, Vidarbha (Maha.) and
Poorvanchal (UP) under consid-
eration

- 12 more government medical col-
leges

) 3 ’
A

- Film & Television Institute, Pune
and Satyajit Ray Film & Televi-
sion Institute, Kolkata, to become
institutes of national importance

- A National Centre for Excellence
in Animation, Gaming and Spe-
cial Effects

- Rs 200 crore for agriculture uni-
versities in AP and Rajasthan
and horticulture universities in
Telangana and Haryana

- Rs 100 crore for 2 Indian Agri-
cultural Research Institute-Pusa-
like institutions of excellence in
Assam and Jharkhand

- National-level sports academies
for major games in different
parts of India

Skills
A national multi-skill programme,
Skill India, to focus on employ-
ability and entrepreneurial skills

People with disabilities

- National-level institutes for uni-
versal inclusive design and
mental health rehabilitation as
well as a Centre for Disability
Sports

- To meet the demand for Braille
textbooks, assistance to state
governments to start 15 Braille
presses and modernise 104
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Science has also

been solitary; ancient
India did not erect a
wall between science
and art, or between
science and spirituality.
But science curricula
at the undergraduate
level tends to be highly
theoretical and very
dense in content. This
poses two problems.
""Theory is prioritized
over application and
time constraints do not
allow teachers to
explore all concepts, in
depth.As a conse-
quence, students are
frequently exposed to
many concepts but fail
to understand them in
depth and explore their
application. This
structure results in
'teach more and learn
less', when ideally it
should be the other way
around,'' the report
said.

In Science, India invests far less
than China, US, South Korea

U Hemali Chhapia

Observer Research Foundation
Chairman Sudheendra Kulkarni said the
“tight equation between a degree
certificate and education has created
several distortions, both in society and
in the system of education itself”. (TOI
file photo by K Sunil Prasad)

MUMBAL: A report by a thinktank
shows India's investment in science has
lagged behind that of neighbouring
China, the US and South Korea, resulting
in these countries staying ahead when it
comes to research.

While India invested 0.88 per cent
of its GDP in science research, the US
invested 7-8 per cent, and South Korea
3-4 per cent.

The  Observer Research
Foundation (ORF) report titled " Whither
Science Education in Indian Colleges?"
shows that India, with one of the lowest
R&D spend-to-GDP ratios, is also
expending resources on areas that have

a weak connection to industry, thereby
missing out on opportunities for
economic growth.

"More than a quarter of (India's)
R&D investment goes towards basic
research, against 5 per cent in China and
17 per cent in the United States," the
report states.

There are other fundamental
reasons, too, why science is ailing. ORF
chairman Sudheendra Kulkarni said the
"tight equation between a degree
certificate and education has created
several distortions, both in society and
in the system of education itself". He said
ithas placed a disproportionate emphasis
on standardized examinations and
students' ability to score well in them.

"Memorization of facts and
formulae has triumphed over mastery of
concepts, independent and creative
thinking, integrative thinking that
connects understanding of different
subjects, and ability to apply that
understanding to solve practical
problems of society."
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Science has also been
solitary; ancient India did not erect
a wall between science and art, or
between science and spirituality. But
science curricula at the
undergraduate level tends to be
highly theoretical and very dense in
content. This poses two problems.
"Theory 1is prioritized over
application and time constraints do
not allow teachers to explore all
concepts, in depth. As a
consequence, students are
frequently exposed to many
concepts but fail to understand them
in depth and explore their
application. This structure results in
'teach more and learn less', when
ideally it should be the other way
around," the report said.

The authors — Catarina
Correia, Leena Chandran-Wadia,
Radha Viswanathan and Adithi
Muralidhar — conclude that India is
facing two kinds of disconnect: a
formal science education pedagogy
in colleges that is too theory-
based and is disconnected from the
practical world; and a large
workforce in the informal sector of
the economy whose practice is
disconnected from science
education. Despite a large tertiary
student population, India has not
been able to increase the number
of PhDs in science and
engineering significantly (from 54
per 10 million in 1983 to 70 in 2004).
China, which lagged India until a
decade ago, now has 174 science
and engineering PhDs per 10 million.

The SAC-PM Vision
Document (2010) that lays the
roadmap for India to become the
"global leader in science" calls for a
target of producing 30,000 per year
by 2025, as against 8,286 PhDs (S&T,
agriculture, medicine, veterinary)
produced in 2013.1

UGC asks varsities to send teacher
educators back to classrooms

Universities are directed to start extensive training programs for
teacher educators as "top priority." Move aims at producing "quality
teachers" in country.

The University Grants Commission (UGC), the apex body of higher
education, has directed all universities across India to strengthen their
education departments with designing extensive and intensive training
programs for teacher educators. The move will help education (B.Ed)
colleges of the varsities to churn out "quality teachers".

Ved Prakash, chairman of the UGC, has written a letter to the
directors of Academic Staff Colleges (ASC), which is the most integral
but almost "idle" department of all central and state varsities, on June 30.
The letter states, "In carrying forward our efforts towards strengthening
of the teacher education programs, may I request your personal attention
in ensuring....to please include teacher education in your calendar of
activities and provide a significant slot for both, refresher and orientation
programs for teacher educators."

The letter also reads, "This may be accorded Top Priority please."
They have also been asked to submit a report of the action taken.

According to a UGC member, the direction of strengthening the
education departments/colleges of the varsities has come from Smriti
Irani, the Human Resources and Development Minister who is actively
taking interest in improving the quality of educators across the country.

ASCs at Universities are entrusted with conducting the training
programs for the faculty of all departments, in order to help them brush-
up teaching skills of the professors. "However, most of these colleges
are not so dynamic and their programs are also mainly ceremonial," said
a professor of Mumbai university.

The teaching colleges are also marred with a lack of quality teachers
and are accused of churning out "substandard teachers," which ultimately
affects the quality of school education in the country.

Welcoming the move, Hari Chandan, director of Institute of
Distance and Open Learning at Mumbai university, who is also a senior
teacher educator, says that the UGC move is in accordance with the 2012
report of Justice Verma Commission which has recommended several
reforms in the field of teachers' education. "This will certainly help
educators brush-up their skills, which would subsequently help teaching
schools provide better education to B.Ed students," says Prof Hari
Chandan.

He however adds, "Most of the teaching colleges in India are in
the private sector and suffer largely from lack of infrastructure and well-
trained teachers. Varsities must include all private colleges under their
ambit into this program." O
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SARGUJA UNIVERSITY, AMBIKAPUR (CHHATTISGARH)

ADVERTISEMENT: TEACHING POSTS IN ARTS, SOCIALSCIENCES,
SCIENCES, LIFE SCIENCES, LAW KENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY

Advertisement No. SUA/Estt./2014; Dated: 04" August 2014

Applications are invited from the Indian Nationals in prescribed format for the post of
Professor, Associate Professor and Assistant Professor.

Faculty of Arts- Functional Hindi- Prof. UR-1, Associate Prof. UR-1/5T-1, Asst. Prof. 8T-1,
Faculty of Law- Legal Studies- Prof. UR-1, Associate Prof. UR-1/8T-1, Asst. Prof. UR-1/ST-
| .Faculty of Science/Life Sciences- Biotechnology- Prof. UR-1, Associate Prof. UR-1/8T-1,
Computer Science- Prof. UR-1, Associate Prof. UR-1/8T-1, Asst. Prof. ST-1 Environmental
Science- Associate Prof. UR-1/8T-1, Asst. Prof. 8T-1/ Farm Forestry- Prof. UR-1, Associate Prof.
UR-1/5T-1, Pharmacy= Prof. UR-1, Associate Prof. 8T-1

Faculty/College of Engineering-Civil Engineering Prof. — UR-1, Associate Prof. UR-1/5T-1,
Asst. Prof. UR-1/3C-], Computer Science Engineering - Prof. 3C-1, Associate Prof. UR-1/5T-
|.Electrical Engineering- Prof. UR-1, Associate Prof. UR-1/OBC-1. Asst. Prof. UR-1%/8T-
| . Mechanical Engineering Prof. ST-1, Associate Prof. 8C-1,Chemistry - Prof. OBC-1, English -
Asst. Prof. SC-1, Geology — Asst. Prof. 5T-1, Mathematics — Professor UR-1, Associate Prof. UR-
1/8T-1, Asst. Prof. 8T-1, Physics: Professor UR-1, Associate Prof. 3C-1

Note: * stands for “One™ post reserved for female.

The candidate(s) will download the format of “Application Form®™ from University website
www.sargujauniversity.in The details of Qualifications, terms and conditions, distribution of posts in
different categories (General (UR), SEBC/OBC, 3C & ST etc.) and other relevant information are
available on the University website.

Duly filled in application form, complete in all respect, together with all supporting documents
must be submitted to the Registrar, Sarguja University, Ambikapur-497001 (C.G.) personally or
through Registered’ Speed Post Mail along with a demand draft of Rs. 700/~ for General and
SEBC/OBC; and Rs. 500/- for SC/ 8T categories in favour of the Registrar, Sarguja University,
Ambikapur-497001 (C.G.) pavable at Ambikapur on or before 15 September 2014 up to (05:00 PM.
The non-resident of Chhattisgarh, irmespective of reservation, has to submit demand draft of Rs. 700/-
. Applications received after this date will not be entertained in any circumstances.

MNote:f. Candidate({sisubmiiting their application(s) for the past of Professar or Associate
Professor are divected ta fill the data vequired for the purpose of AP on the
calculators  uploaded on the Sarguje University Website vide SUA-APT
CALCULATOR and take a hard copy and self aitest theiv AP scoring sheet with
efigibility to submit it to the University along with their application form without

Sfailure.
2. For detail and application Performa: ReferUniversity website

WA jauniversity.i
PR (R. K CHAUHAN)
REGISTRAR
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Odisha Rashtravadi Shiksha Parishad Observes Guru Purnima

The Fakir Mohan (FM)
University unit of the Odisha
Rashtravadi Shiksha Parishad
observed Guru Purnima in the
premises of Saraswati Shishu
Mandir, Soro in the district of
Balasore on 12th July. Dr.
Banshidhar Dash, President of the
unit was in the chair and Dr. Pabitra
Kumar Ratha, General Secretary of
the Parishad was the Chief Guest.
Dr. Ratha highlighted the timeless
contributions of Maharsi Vyasa to

our literature. Dr. Narayan
Mohanty. Secretary of the Higher
Education Wing of ABRSM also
addressed the teachers. Shri
Dharmendra Das, Secretary of the
FM University unit proposed a
vote of thanks.

The Utkal University unit of
the Parishad also observed Guru
Purnima in the vicinity of Saraswati
Shishu Mandir, Narasinghpur in the
district of Kendrapada the same
day. Well-known environmentalist

Shri Prasanna Kumar Parida
presided over the meeting and Dr.
Chaitanya Charan Parida. Secretary
of the Utkal University unit was the
Chief Guest. Dr. Parida explained
the significance of Guru Purnima in
our age-old culture. Pradhan
Acharya Shri Sarat Chandra Panda
extended a vote of thanks.

Guru Purnima was also
observed in many other place of the
State under the auspices of the
Parishad with traditional fervor.
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ADARSH VIDYA MANDIR SHANKAR VIDYA PEETH

(AN ENGLISH MEDIUM (BOYS) RESIDENTIAL PUBLIC SCHOOL)
MOUNT ABU (RAJ.)

AFFILIATED TO CBSE ESTABLISHED IN 1995

A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY TO PREPARE YOUR CHILD FOR
X1, XII + JEE (MAIN / ADVANCE) ENGINEERING ENTRANCE EXAM.,
XI, XII + NEET - MEDICAL ENTRANCE EXAM.

ADMISSION ANNOUNCEMENT FOR AVM - SIP BATCH

AVM - SIP is a School Integrated program (Schooling + Competitive exam preparation)

73 R Yol § aaaail strazaean

Salient features of AVM Success Batch
. Driven by the successful system of AVM

. Finest Teachers & Teaching methodology. sc H 00 L CAM PUS

. Highly refined and researched study material

. Online Test Engine

. Video Module of Lectures

. Smart Classes with Educomp Support

. Time Line Programs

. English Language Strengthening

. Research & Development Backing
0.Successfully operational from last 5 years.

== O O~ A WN =

TEACHING METHODOLOGY
. Concept Classroom Sessions (CCS)
. Doubts Removal Sessions (DRS)
. Daily Practice Problems (DPP)
. Exhaustive Study Material (ESM)
. Regulars Test Series - Online & Offline (RTS)
. Batch Re-Shuffling Through Monthly Tests

CLASS ROOMS HOSTEL

oOU AR WN =

Excellent Hostel Facility for Boys
in School campus.

Yearlong Classroom contact programme
Target JEE (IIT / AIEEE) / NEET (AlIMS, PMT) - Medical Entrance
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