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As a matter of

fact, Vedas and
Upanishads are simply
knowledge texts. For
Bharatiyas, what we
have is the
Vedopanishadic
knowledge tradition,
from which everything
Bharatiya comes into
existence. One may
look at it as a substruc-
ture superstructure
relation, the
Vedopanishadic
knowledge tradition is
the substructure and
everything else is
superstructures. We
have indisputable
evidences to the
tremendous amount of
knowledge created in
this knowledge
tradition, and there are
texts to this, still
present. Many of our
knowledge texts must
have been lost, but what
we see today is more
than sufficient to prove
our claim of this
tremendous knowledge
tradition.

Bhartiya Knowledge

U Dr. TS Girishkumar

Last week, I happened to visit the
Vedic site of Dholavira in Kutch along
with some friends who came from some
other university. The site, just one
among some 3700 in three stages (as
suggested by Michel Danino in his
book ‘The Lost River, on the trail of the
Saraswati’) is indeed ancient, and how
ancient, it is really difficult to say. The
European chronologists suggested
some time frame, which is by and large
now rejected. KD Sethna, in his book
‘Ancient India in a New Light’ tries to
show how the European chronologists
are sadly mistaken about the chronol-
ogy of Bharatiya events and history,
and in fact, the civilisation and history
of Bharat is much older than what they
suggest. Archaeologists are still under
scientific spell, they do not go about
saying anything without cognitive evi-
dence, and though their logic may say
one thing, they are unable to spell it out.
They do keep insisting on evidences,
or they prefer to keep silence. Philoso-
phers are the only free ones here; they
go by common and higher logic, when
or where they can. The logic of
Saraswati site can run as follows; (as a
matter of fact the archaeologists are still
not prepared to call Vedic sites as
Saraswati sites, they finally settle with
the name ‘Harappan’ site, since Harappa
was the first discovered site among
them. Prior to this name of Harappan,
the Europeans mistakenly named it as
Indus sites and the civilisation Indus
valley. However, they now call it as
Harappan, albeit people still keep talk-
ing about Indus Civilisation)Rigveda is
the first ever written text of mankind,
and there shall be no dispute to this
statement. Rigveda speaks much about

System and Swadeshi

the river Saraswati as the mighty flow-
ing, very powerful very wide etc. At the
same time, Rigveda very rarely mention
the river Sindhu, and also as not very
important one, though one of its tribu-
tary used to be a main feeder river to
Saraswati. Now the philosopher’s logic
is this; Rigveda was composed during a
time when the river Saraswati was flow-
ing full swing. From here it may be rather
easy to make a conjecture, we know that
the river Saraswati dried up, and it is
possible for us to visualise how long
ago did this phenomenon happened.
Form this, one can say that the peak time
of Saraswati was the time of the Vedas,
how many thousand years old, is left to
imagination for the time being. But it
certainly is not just before three or five
thousand years ago.

Michel Danino says that the 3700
Vedic sites were spread over 88,000
square kilometres, to the north up to the
river Sindhu, to the south up to the river
Tapi, to the east up to the river Ganga
and to the west, up to Kutch. He also
says that 60% of the sites are in today’s
Gujarat alone. It is amazing that all these
sites had so many things in common;
they had similar sized bricks, similar
weight and measures etc. and all these
suggesting that they were one people,
and one civilisation. At Dholavira [ saw
amazing water management for drinking
as well as sewage. They were filtering
water through underground stone cut
wells, seventeen of them were excavated.
They also used to recycle sewage for
other uses through recycling system.
The citadel, the north gate, the crema-
tion ground, and everything just leaves
anyone simply spell bound. Indeed, our
ancestors were very knowledgeable
people.

As a matter of fact, Vedas and
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Upanishads are simply knowledge
texts. For Bharatiyas, what we have
is the Vedopanishadic knowledge
tradition, from which everything
Bharatiya comes into existence.
One may look at it as a substruc-
ture superstructure relation, the
Vedopanishadic knowledge tradi-
tion is the substructure and every-
thing else is superstructures. We
have indisputable evidences to the
tremendous amount of knowledge
created in this knowledge tradition,
and there are texts to this, still
present. Many of our knowledge
texts must have been lost, but what
we see today is more than sufficient
to prove our claim of this tremen-
dous knowledge tradition. Let me
site few examples as instances. Arya
Bhatta calculated speed of light,
orbits of planets, planetary posi-
tions, distances between planets,
their diameters, radiuses and many
such things, which today’s science
finds as correct. Ulluka spoke about
molecules, atoms, electrons etc., as
he gave theories about Kana, Anu
and Paramanu, and because of his
theories, he came to be known as
Mabharishi Kanada. There are many
more instances of such amazing
evidences to the knowledge gained
by ancient Bharatiyas. No one
would have believed these, but the
evidences of texts compel people
to accept these knowledge brought
out.

Now everyone may have a
serious problem, as they fail to
visualise how these people must
have acquired them. It is here that
one ought to understand the dis-
tinctive features of Bharatiya epis-
temology, or Bharatiya knowledge
tradition. Europe has the scientific
methods of knowing, which is cog-
nitive. It is a simple one, based on

sense-object-contact experience.
For them, sense organs determine
everything, and they are unable to
go beyond. Scientists from Einstein
onwards had to struggle with this
problem, Einstein found out things,
but was unable to explain them.
Later, new scientists experienced
this much more, and some of them
took refuge in the Vedopanishadic
knowledge tradition to go any fur-
ther.

For Bharat, the knowledge
tradition had been different. The
ancient ones trained themselves in
trans-sensory cognition, by train-
ing their very minds, and preparing
their minds to receive knowledge
not depending on the sense or-
gans, directly. Arya Bhatta did this,
Kanada did this, Caraka and
Susruta did this, and all of them did
this very thing. A Maharishi is also
an Acharya, and in modern terms a
professor. Modern professors de-
pend on cognitivity to know, but
Bharatiya Acharyas knew things
Trans sensory. Here, one can take
help from Maharishi Patanjali’s phi-
losophy of Yoga, and this shall ex-
plain all. In one word, the method-
ology of Bharatiya Mabharishis, or
professors were direct, they were
able to ‘experience’ things directly
through what may be known as
‘Anubhava’. Hence our knowledge
had been direct and experiential;
whereas European knowledge had
been merely cognitive.

Today a reversal is not pos-
sible, and perhaps it is not required
also. Our education is mostly in
European pattern, and we are
mostly Europeanised also. Indeed
this is an easy method. But what
about the ancient Bharatiya tradi-
tion and the knowledge already
made out by the ancestors? Are we

to neglect them? How do we ac-
count and care them?

It is here that education
based on Swadesi becomes inevi-
table. Swadesi is a concept that
carries all knowledge tradition of
Bharat, and recognising that it all
originates from the Vedopanishadic
knowledge system. Swabhimana as
demanded by Swami Vivekananda
is supposed to be based on the
knowledge of Swadesi, and what is
Bharat. The pride must not be an
empty one; it must be solidly based
on knowing what one is, and what
one’s ancestry is. The Sanskriti of
Bharat is yet another base for one’s
Swabhimana, and needless to say,
that Bharatiya Sanskriti is also a
product of the Vedopanishadic
knowledge system. Swadesi com-
bines the outward political and
practical expression of all these.

Let us understand that
Swadesi ought to become a culture,
a Sanskara. It must be the guiding
principle in every walk of life, guid-
ing us in the right direction always.
Swadesi is not meant to oust all
‘videsis’ but it ought to be a con-
sciousness. One must know where
he really stands. Education must be
so designed to create awareness of
Swadesi in students and in the so-
ciety. The strength of a nation
comes from its unity, the real unity
comes from knowing what a nation
is. For us, our nation is a Sanskriti,
a knowledge tradition, spirituality,
a phenomenon of co-existence as
well as struggle when required. Let
us put all these into the concept of
Swadesi and educate our future
generations in this direction. After
all, we really have to go much in

making India Bharat. 0
( Professor of Philosophy, The Maharaja
Sayajirao University of Baroda)
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Time is just right

to remember our
ancient knowledge may
it be Environment,
Mathematics or
Statistics, Vehicle
Science, Naval ships,
Ayurvedas, Astronomy
and Astrology, Mechan-
ics, Havan or Yagya
science, Vastu kala,
Time calculations to
name a few. In every
yagya, time and place
etc are established by
the purohit enchanting
Sankalpa. Invention of
Algebra and geometry is
credited to Indians; '"To
the Hindus is due, the
invention of Algebra and
Geometry and their
application to As-
tronomy''- Monier
Williams. As referred by
Dr V. S. Tripathi in his
book " Prachin Bharat
ka Samruddha Gyan
Vigyan", Mrs Wheeler
Willox states '"We have
all heard and read about
the ancient religion of
India. It is the land of
the great vedas, the most
remarkable works,
containing not only
religious ideas on a
perfect life, but also
facts which all the
science has proved true.
Electricity, Radium,
Electronics, Airship, all
seem to be known to the
sires who found Vedas."

Swadeshi Self Esteem and Education

U Prof.A. K. Gupta

On the eve of Mangalyaan ap-
proaching Planet Mars we feel proud
simply because the mission is related to
our motherland i.e. India. This reminds
us of our natural identity related to
Gondawana Land, which with passage
of time moved to form what is called to-
day INDIA or Bharat or Hindustan and
we feel proud to be an Indian, Bharatiya
and above all a Hindu since we belong
to Hindustan. This belongingness gives
us a self esteemed identity, a source of
inspiration to do something different to
elevate our pride for our nation.

Time is just right to remember our
ancient knowledge may it be Environ-
ment, Mathematics or Statistics, Vehicle
Science, Naval ships, Ayurvedas, As-
tronomy and Astrology, Mechanics,
Havan or Yagya science, Vastu kala,
Time calculations to name a few. In ev-
ery yagya, time and place etc are estab-
lished by the purohit enchanting
Sankalpa. Invention of Algebra and ge-
ometry is credited to Indians; "To the
Hindus is due, the invention of Algebra
and Geometry and their application to
Astronomy"- Monier Williams. As re-
ferred by Dr V. S. Tripathi in his book "
Prachin Bharat ka Samruddha Gyan
Vigyan", Mrs Wheeler Willox states
"We have all heard and read about the
ancient religion of India. It is the land of
the great vedas, the most remarkable
works, containing not only religious
ideas on a perfect life, but also facts
which all the science has proved true.
Electricity, Radium, Electronics, Airship,
all seem to be known to the sires who
found Vedas."

Samskrit is the knowledge tradi-
tion of Bharat. Samskrit was the medium
of communication, education, law, ad-

ministration, trade, commerce, art, enter-
tainment, research and of all modes of
intellectual debates till a few centuries
ago. One quote from the book "Samskrit
in Science", "The world is due to the
SUN GOD. The living beings get their
strength and energy from him".

Numerous system but with one
concept is highlighted by Shri Suresh
Soni in his book " Hamari Samskrutik
Vichardhara ke mool Shrot", People may
have different approach for Living tra-
ditions, Social customs etc as per re-
quirement of the local and/ or climatic
conditions but have one conclusion i.e.
concept of Society. We may have Rishi,
Muni, Yati, Thirthankar, Tathagat, Tapas,
Siddha, Jin, Ahart, Acharya, Nayanmar,
Sant, Bhakt, guru etc but with one goal
i.e. achieving ultimate GOD.

Scientific Tradition as discussed
by Shri Suresh Soni in his book "Bharat
mein Vigyan ki Ujjawal Parampara", is
prevalent since ancient time by study
and research. Rishi Bhrigu refers to ten
shastras namely Agriculture, Water,
Mineral, Navigation, Chariot, Fire driven
vehicles, Vesham, Prakar or geometry or
shape, Town planning, Instrument
shastra. Rishi August deals with Elec-
tric Shastra, While other shastras dealt
with are: Kinetics, Metals, Aeronautical,
Textiles, Naval ships, Mathematics, Time
Calculations, Astronomy, Vastu and
Building Science, Chemical Engineering
or Chemistry, Botany, Agriculture, Zo-
ology, Health Sciences, Sound and its
origin, Writing or Lipi Science etc. Fur-
ther Theoretical Science in India and
Western Countries is discussed e.g.
Newton and Einstein. Further Indian
concept of three worlds namely Sthool.
Suksham and Karan, similarly three
states namely Awakening, Dreaming,
Sleeping are discussed prior to three
powers namely Kriya, Gyan and Ichcha
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or Will power.

Recently during Abhiyanta
Sangam 2071 at Udaipur many such
achievements were presented and
discussed by Baba Satyanarayan
Mourya on his platform Bharat
Bhkti through live performance.
Feeling of self for the country was
elevated during visit to Pratap
Gaurav Kendra where everyone
present found shaken for the sacri-
fice made by the great Maharana
Pratap and others. Their concern
for the environment could not be
under estimated. However the vari-
ous techniques are being imple-
mented in the present time, for bet-
terment of the poor strata in rural
area were also shared by the par-
ticipants.

It was a coincidence of Hindi
Day celebrated on 14 Sep and En-
gineers Day celebrated on 15 Sep
with the theme "Making Indian
Engineering World Class". Some of
the deliberations are worth men-
tioning which talked about remark-
able achievements of Indian Engi-
neering at the international sce-
nario. Main issue talked about the
availability of Man power and its
continuous training to remain in
tune with the main stream. Short-
age of Competent faculty is being
feltin every walk of the life. Merely
having degree does not serve the
purpose.

Recent visit of the China
President also highlighted their
man power. More so because they
have streamlined it to get maximum
output to spread their quantitive
approach. If we talk about the qual-
ity they are nowhere in competition
to us. Devotion and dedication of
Indians is incomparable if they
work with the zeal.

Organisation of National

Conference on Higher Education is
awelcome step. More and more dis-
cussion and interaction will defi-
nitely lead to concrete conclusions
which will be helpful for finding
right path. Formation of a document
or policy called RUSA i.e. Rashtriya
Uchhatar Shiksha Abhiyan may be
one thing but its implementation
and getting proper results may be
another one. Dissemination of Re-
search work to public at large
should not be ignored.

Need of the hour is to focus
and find smaller objectives for each
one and work with dedication to
provide some useful result for bet-
terment of the society e.g. in
organised or unorganised sectors,
formal or informal fields, In blue
collar or white collar jobs. There
may be several fields where one can
find opportunity to excel e.g. Foot
wear development, Fashion Tech-
nology, Masons, Bar benders,
Painters, Welders to name a few.

Jyotish and Vaastu play im-
portant role in deciding what is suit-
able to a particular person and the
same may not be suitable to other
one. Indian astrology if used prop-
erly gives suitability to a person,
one can find what is suitable to a
person may it be food or profes-
sion type. Colour of a wall in east
side may be more soothing with
colour similar to rising Sun, Simi-
larly In South East side Colour de-
picting fire are preferred. South
walls may be darker in shade while
North side walls may be lighter in
shade. Rahu Kala vela should be
avoided in beginning of an auspi-
cious event. Such treatments in
Indian Astrology are worth appre-
ciating but this should not make a
person more dependent on Fate/
Luck and continue to have faith on

Purushartha Self capability. Every
one of us should be aware of the
fact that our traditional knowledge
bank is strong enough to provide
guidance/ directions for the right
path.

Indian Achievement to reach
Planet MARS in its maiden effort is
worth appreciating and the same
has been complemented by our
Prime Minister at ISRO Banglore
centre. Prime Minister also urged
upon to follow Make in India. This
gives motivation to all of us to
move in the right direction and pave
way for development of our Nation
India. Thus we can appreciate that
GOD helps those who help them-
selves for betterment of the soci-
ety.

Cancellation of Coal Mines
blocks by the Supreme Court is
another example to get learning that
one should move in right direction
by following ethical approach. To
think for poorest one and work for
the lager segment of the society i.e.
for Younger generation is need of
the hour. Our Education system
should follow right steps to move
the nation in proper way to achieve
Goals.

Sayings of Swami Vivekanand
become relevant and important:
"Dharma hi Bharat ki Atma hein".
Five points should be focused i.e.
Yuva Shakti (Youth), Samvardhini
(for Females), Gramayan (Rural
based applications), Asmita (Jan jati
vergai.e. for persons living in Hilly
and Vanvasi area) and Prabuddha
Bharat (Learned Verga). To follow
these India will definitely be World
Power one day which may not be far
away. 4

( Professor, Structural Engineering
Department, Jai Narain Vyas
University, Jodhpur )
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Worldwide,
research shows that
one of the most
reliable predictors of
success in later
grades is good
reading ability in
early grades, which
comes from good
teaching and from a
print-rich environ-
ment, says
Shrinivasan. '"Most
children in this
country come from
homes where
recreational reading
is not a priority or
even a possibility,
and so they depend
on school for their
books. Most schools
tend to choose some
preachy morally
uplifting books that
no one wants to
read, and these too
are not easily
accessible to chil-
dren," she stresses.

In school, but are they learning?

U Subodh Varma

Across the country, there is a sim-
mering unease with the education that
our 315 million students are getting.
Every body wants education, but most
are dissatisfied with it. The biggest is-
sue is this: will it help make a better life?
But there is also the feeling, often con-
firmed, that students are not really learn-
ing much.

Several surveys of how well stu-
dents are learning have shown dismal
results.According to the ASER 2013
survey report, 60% of Class 3 students
surveyed couldn't read a Class 1 text.
This is up from 53% in 2009. This doesn't
improve in higher classes -53% of Class
5 students couldn't read a Class 2 text,
up from 47% in 2009. A higher propor-
tion is unable to deal with subtraction
and division.

Although she doesn't give much
credence to these surveys, Anita
Rampal, professor of elementary and
social education at Delhi University's
Central Institute of Education, agrees
that the schooling system is not deliv-
ering. There are three key factors be-

MISSING IN CLASS
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hind a successful schooling system,
according to her: building of knowledge
and critical faculties, good facilities and
environment in school, and an equitable
system where all kinds of children learn
together.

"In India, we're lagging in all three
and that is why students are not learn-
ing to their full potential,” rues Rampal.

Lessons in schools are often in-
formation driven, with the teacher giv-
ing information that students are ex-
pected to soak up and reproduce in the
poorly designed examinations, she ex-
plains. Classrooms are dull, teachers just
stuff information into students and the
examcentric approach finishes off any
possibility of 'learning'. Contrary to
popular perception, children drop out of
school most often because they are not
getting anything from it, says Meena
Shrinivasan, an awardwinning children's
books author and educational consult-
ant.

"Either the language used in
school is too foreign to them and they
are treated like inferior species, or the
matter being taught is irrelevant, or the
absence of toilets for girls makes it im-
possible to continue, or the teacher is

% Children % Children
inStd3who | inStd5who
cannot cannot
= Read Std 1 level text | m Read Std 2 level text
w Do subtraction u Do division
2009} |53 41
I 61 =62
2010 |54 146
I 64 T 64
so11 60 | 52
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I 74 E====75
2013 80 E==353
I 74 B3N

Source: UDISE 2013-14, ASER 2013
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harsh and beats children for not un-
derstanding or performing, or it is
all just so boring and burdensome
that it is just more fun to drop out,"
she says. The most vulnerable stu-
dents, dalits, tribals and girls quit
school the first.

A recent survey of nearly
1.52 million schools by NUEPA re-
veals a startling picture of facilities
in schools. Over 41% schools do
not have a playground, 43% don't
have electricity connection, 76%
don't have computers. Although
more than three quarters of the
schools had a library, 82% did not
have a librarian to look after the
books and guide the children.

Worldwide, research shows
that one of the most reliable pre-
dictors of success in later grades is

good reading ability in early grades,
which comes from good teaching
and from a print-rich environment,
says Shrinivasan. "Most children
in this country come from homes
where recreational reading is not a
priority or even a possibility, and
so they depend on school for their
books. Most schools tend to
choose some preachy morally up-
lifting books that no one wants to
read, and these too are not easily
accessible to children," she
stresses.

Teachers who enjoy books
and can share this passion with
children, and know how to teach
reading, and a plentiful supply of
age-appropriate interesting fiction
and non-fiction are what children
need more than any other educa-

tional input, Shrinivasan says.

But the condition of teach-
ers is such that 28% teachers in
primary schools are not even pro-
fessionally qualified according to
official statistics. In some states the
situation is even worse. In the eight
northeastern states, just 36%
teachers are qualified on an aver-
age. In Bihar, Bengal and J&K about
3 out of 5 teachers are not duly quali-
fied to teach primary students.

Whole generations of chil-
dren -India's future - are going
through this broken education sys-
tem, somehow managing to get past
exams, or dropping out by the way-
side. It is not difficult to imagine
what their, and the country's future
is likely to be if things are not im-
proved drastically. O

Panel to invite different sections for suggestions on UGC

A newly constituted com-
mittee to restructure University
Grants Commission (UGC) by the
HRD ministry has indicated to in-
vite suggestions from academi-
cians, students, researchers and
general public to determine edu-
cational standards and regulate
them.

Dr Hari Gautam, chairperson
of this committee, told "The com-
mittee will soon float its website
inviting ideas and contributions
from all stakeholders. The idea is
to identify people who want to
contribute in the process of build-
ing a robust policy for higher edu-
cation."”

He added the committee will
also reach out to the people who
made valuable suggestions and
assign them some responsibility to
take it further. "This is a mammoth
task and with the help of people's
participation we will achieve the
goal in stipulated time period of six

months," said Gautam, former UGC
chairman.

Gautam was in Jaipur to at-
tend a conference on 'Monitoring
Mechanism in Higher Education’
organized by Akhil Bharatiya
Rashtriya Shaikshik Mahasangh
(ABRSM). The conference con-
cluded on 14th September.

The committee was set up to
evaluate UGC's performance in co-
ordinating and determining educa-
tion standards in varsities and regu-
lating them. It was also assigned a
role to suggest measures for check-
ing private education sector, en-
couraging research work and regu-
larizing accreditation system.

He said that besides central
institutions, holding dialogue with
state universities is also high on
the agenda. He explained, "Every
state has its own academic charac-
ter and to form a collective action
plan, the need is to understand the
concerns of state universities."

The committee will soon
hold an interactive session with the
principals of 63 UGC grant colleges
in this regard.

In a bid to create uniformity
among central universities, HRD
ministry has decided to frame guide-
lines for common admission, com-
mon curriculum, student and faculty
mobility as well as a national system
of credit transfers. It has also been
decided to evolve a national rank-
ing system of central universities.

These decisions were taken
in the two-day retreat of HRD min-
ister Smriti Z Irani with vice-chan-
cellors of central universities in
Chandigarh. A committee compris-
ing VCs of central universities of
Kerala, Jharkhand, Gujarat, Baba
Bhimrao Ambedkar University,
Tripura, Delhi and Pondicherry
University has been constituted to
frame the guidelines . The commit-
tee has been asked to submit its
report within a month.

et FHeret (f¥ep) 1 3ragaR 2014



Pride is good.

All great nations
understood this.
Moreover, we do not
even have to resort
to fiction to instil
pride in ourselves.
The Vedic people
were our ancestors.
We should have
justifiable pride in
their achievements
and learn from
them. As for the
risk of arrogance,
which may follow
pride, those pitfalls
can be avoided with
help from our rich
treasuretrove of
archetypes. Con-
cepts like integral
unity and oneness
teach us that it is in
our own interest to
guard against hatred
for the other and the
arrogance it leads to.
But for now, it is
important to build
our pride; for it is
the fuel that will
help us build our
nation.

Vedic learning is no one's preserve, everyone's pride

J Amish

Its wise to resist the temptation
to only read articles that align with our
worldview. Opening our minds to all
shades of opinion can be enlightening.
We might otherwise find ourselves in-
habiting “echo-chambers', which leads
to even simple things becoming politi-
cal and divisive, in an interesting play-
out of Aristotle's Law of the Excluded
Middle.

One such discourse that has got
heavily politicized, making rational dis-
cussion impossible, is the study of Vedic
knowledge: Vedic science, mathematics,
liberal philosophies, literature, politics,
economics, ethics, etc.Interestingly, for-
eign universities have full-fledged de-
partments dedicated to these subjects;
but most of them encapsulate a superfi-
cial understanding. Departments in In-
dian universities on these subjects are
woefully understaffed and under-
resourced.

One reads articles and hears dire

warnings about the dangers of study-
ing Vedic subjects. Some fear that this
will lead to “saffronization'. Someone re-
cently claimed that this "right-wing
pridebuilding project of Vedic studies will
lead to extremism and hatred; and remem-
ber, pride comes before a fall".
Reducing Vedic studies to a
purely “right-wing project’ is an affront
to the wealth of wisdom from our past.
Our Vedic heritage is not the preserve of
only “right-wing Hindus', it belongs to
every person in the Indian subcontinent.
Genetic studies have shown that most
people within the subcontinent carry
combinations of the AncestralNorth-In-
dian (ANI) and the AncestralSouth-In-
dian (ASI) genetic groups.These groups
have inhabited the subcontinent for at
least 6,000 years, if not more, heavily
intermingling in the ancient past. Con-
trary to popular belief in the “racial dis-
tinctness' of North Indians and South
Indians, practically all North Indians
have some proportion of ASI, and South
Indians some proportion of ANI, in their
gene pool. That means almost all groups
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in the subcontinent today have de-
scended from the ancient Vedic
people. This holds true across reli-
gions, languages, castes and even
national boundaries. It would be

wrong for anyone to claim exclu-
sive rights over Vedic knowledge;
it is the subcontinent's heritage.
Studying it is not a “right-wing'
project. It concerns us all.

Let's talk about this issue of
“pride’. It is contended that the
study of Vedic life will generate
pride within us, and that this is in-
appropriate, even dangerous. We
should instead focus on the future.
Indeed obsessing about our past
and ignoring our future is imma-
ture. However, should we swing to
the other extreme and ignore our
past completely? Is pride such an
all-encompassing negative emo-
tion?

Yes, pride does come before
a fall. But one cannot fall if one
hasn't risen to begin with and is
weighed down by timidity. There
are stages in the acquisition of
pride. It begins with confidence
and self-respect which help you
succeed. Over time, this may trans-
form into pride and regrettably,

even arrogance; that's when you
fall.

All great leaders and nations
have understood the role of self-
respect in achieving success. They
built myths about themselves and
their past. Many a time, these myths
were not based on known facts.
However, as long as the people
believed in them, society moved
forward, powered by confidence.
The Anglo-Saxons of the US and
Great Britain appropriated many of
the Greek myths, even though they
were a different ethnic group; they
differed culturally as well since the
ancient Greeks weren't Christian.

The Aryan invasion theory
(now believed by many to be a work
of fiction) was proposed by the
Germans and British with similar
aims. The Germans wanted to ap-
propriate a great past by holding
that their ancestors created the
Vedic way of life. Remember, they
couldn't claim the Roman way of
life since history has recorded that
Germanic tribes destroyed the Ro-
man Empire. The Aryan myth was
convenient for the British as well,
since they could convince the In-
dians living under their yoke that

what they thought was their great-
est achievement, the Vedic way,
was actually not their own but the
gift of invading “white men'. De-
stroyed pride made for compliant
slavery.

Pride is good. All great na-
tions understood this. Moreover,
we do not even have to resort to
fiction to instil pride in ourselves.
The Vedic people were our ances-
tors. We should have justifiable
pride in their achievements and
learn from them. As for the risk of
arrogance, which may follow pride,
those pitfalls can be avoided with
help from our rich treasuretrove of
archetypes. Concepts like integral
unity and oneness teach us that it
is in our own interest to guard
against hatred for the other and the
arrogance it leads to. But for now,
it is important to build our pride;
for it is the fuel that will help us
build our nation.

Let's study the works of our
Vedic ancestors. Let us harness our
past, look to the future with confi-
dence and create, once again, a
great, genuinely liberal, wealthy

and just society. U
(Amish is the author of the shiva trilogy)
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UGC, Don't Stifle Teaching Innovation

The University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) is needlessly push-
ing IITs to scrap their four-year un-
dergraduate programmes (FYUP).
Conformity with the UGC's national
policy was used as the instrument
to end Delhi University's misguided
FYUP. Now, the UGC wants to strait-
jacket that national policy on the
Indian Institutes of Technology, the
Indian Institute of Science and
some innovative private universi-
ties. This is a grave error. India
needs reform in higher education
to compete in an increasingly
knowledge-intensive economy.
Students graduating from our uni-
versities should have the ability to
think out of the box and to inno-
vate. All this calls for a change in
culture including how courses are
designed, and how institutions are
run. The UGC should not be a stum-
bling block in nurturing innovation.

Rather, its policy framework should
not just leave room for but also en-
courage innovation and experimen-
tation.

UGC's fiat infringes on the
autonomy of II'Ts that are governed
by a separate Act of Parliament.

There is every reason for
these institutions to experiment
with varied programmes. The UGC
and the government must encour-
age, rather than thwart, innovation
in pedagogy. Centres of excellence
such as the IITs and the IISc and
small, private universities are ideal

for carrying out such experiments.
If found successful, these can then
be deployed in larger universities
across the country. An FYUP is a
prerequisite for admission to the
masters' programme in the US and
some other foreign varsities.

If some Indian students
want to pursue a four-year degree
in preparation for a Master's
abroad, why should the UGC stand
in the way? The DU experiment was
illconceived and rushed through
without proper consultations with
all stakeholders. The extra one year
in the DU programme was devoted
to 12 compulsory but substandard
foundation courses. Not just poor
course design. DU also lacked the
capacity for additional seats to
house the fourth batch of students.
A flawed DU experiment should not
throttle innovation elsewhere
through the UGC. U
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