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We should do
nothing at all that
shall disturb the
great tranquillity in
Bharat. When
children are to be
corrected, if they
have to be pun-
ished in some
cases, we must do
so. We cannot
afford to simply and
blindly imitate what
people do in Eu-
rope and bring
destruction to our
society. Why we
should worry about
punishing children
or for that matter
any one? We do
have theories of
punishment given
to us by the
Acharyas and all
that we have to do
is to take lessons
from them. Laisses
fare is not going to
make any one
civilised, and not
controlling and
punishing children
is not going to
make one cultured.

Bharatiya Parampara and upbringing of Children

U Dr. TS Girishkumar

Bharatiya parampara had been fac-
ing challenges from many quarters for
more than a thousand years. It began
with the Muslim rule for some eight hun-
dred years, and then for another two
hundred years it was the Europeans.
After all these years of alien rule, Bharat
continued to be under the rule of Euro-
pean modelled people, who continued
to carry the luggage of Euro centrism
like some obstinate mule, even after a
supposed ‘independence’ and home
rule. In short, these euro centric minds
not only continued to remain mentally
subjugated, but also whole heartedly
treated anything and everything of
Bharat as obsolescence. This still re-
mains as the fundamental challenge to
Bharatiya Parampara when it comes to
‘intellectual existence’.

This has a wide and far reaching
impact as well as consequence. Our en-
tire curriculum, the so called teaching
and learning programme still continues
to treat Bharatiya Parampara as anach-
ronistic, unwanted and foolish. Since
the present majority still suffers from

L

ST

such illusion of European euphoria, the
challenges remain an ongoing torture as
well.

Europe and their education

People claim that education in
Europe is advanced and systematic. On
the face of it, this may seem convincing,
except when one ventures into deep
understanding of what education ought
to be. Truly enough, they did make tre-
mendous advancement in most empiri-
cal studies, and they do stand much
ahead in science and technology as
compared to many other non-European
nations. In short, they still do have much
better technological infrastructure in-
cluding finance.

But then, the picture changes
when one looks at their society, social
situations, institutions in society and
individual values and their co-existence.
Strictly and honestly speaking, can any
European claim that their societies are
happy? (I would like to sum up the whole
phenomena in one word, ‘happy’). Why
people live with agitated minds and de-
pend on all kinds of tranquilisers? What
went wrong? Basically, something must
be wrong with their ways of teaching,
which directly shall mean that something
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must be wrong with the objectives
of education in their society.; I
would say that with all these infra-
structure and funding towards
learning and teaching, if people still
cannot be made happily living, then
there must be something wrong
with such system of teaching and
learning.

In Bharat, perhaps every one
including the Bappu of late had
been saying that Education must
be man making. Bappu very rightly
said that education ought to be a
drawing out activity and not a pour-
ing in activity. In short, education
must be man making, or making man
human. An education pattern that
fails to make man a human being
shall not be welcome.

Bharatiya knowledge tradition

For Bharat, the knowledge
tradition begins with the Vedas and
the Upanishads. As a matter of very
practical fact, we have to begin
from the Vedopanishadic knowl-
edge tradition for everything in
Toto. This indeed has its challenges
as the Vedic knowledge is not in-
stantly accessible to any one and
every one, it can only be achieved
through a proper Guru. Maharishi
Aurabindo spells out in detail
about these phenomena, and why
this had been made so, through his
powerful book, ‘Secret of the
Vedas’. The composers of the
Vedas did not want it to go in the
wrong hands, and hence they made
it enigmatic, and thus it had never
gone into wrong hands for tens of
thousands of years of its existence.
What I would like to assert is only
one thing, the Vedopanishadic
knowledge tradition becomes fun-
damental to anything that of
Bharat.

Perhaps the first instruction
as to how education must be done,

and what must be called knowl-
edge appears in the 3rd century BC
text of Maharishi Gautama, the
‘Nyaya Sutra’. The Upanishadic
mantra ‘Sahanavavatu.....” predates
this, and such practices were long
existing before Gautama. The sig-
nificance with Gautama comes in
just one expression in this context,
and that is his categorical insis-
tence that Education must affect the
one who learns. Knowledge, if
does not affect the knower, is no
knowledge. Affecting here means
refining, polishing, and making he
learner cultured and civilised, and
we call this process as
‘Sanskritavatkarana’ and person
with knowledge becomes a
Sanskrita or Sanskari. In short, edu-
cation ought to be a process of re-
fining individuals.
Present education in Bharat

It was already stated in the
very first paragraph that the present
pattern of teaching and learning in
Bharat is predominantly European.
To what extent Bharatiya Sanskriti
could be mixed into this is a ques-
tion to be discussed, but it may be
said that Bharat also is just making
her society in the European pattern
and styling her citizens in an alien
format. This has its own impacts in
our society, and it already had its
impact, as a matter of fact. Yet, how
we survive is only because of
Dharma, and nothing else.
Upbringing of children

How children are to be
taught in the schools, how children
are to be brought up in the homes
etc. are some questions that con-
cern the future of our nation. The
prime question hers becomes, are
we to punish children, or are we to
follow the theory of ‘naturalism’ as
suggested by Europe? In Europe,
punishing a child, which is beating

etc., is a punishable offence. Should
we say that this is good or not
good?

When you ask a teacher, he
normally says that it is very diffi-
cult to control children if the child
does not have a fear of being pun-
ished for a wrong thing he does.
As amatter of fact, this fear of pun-
ishment is what keeps most people
from committing crime, especially
in most European societies. The
more stringent and strict the laws
are made, the more disciplined be-
comes the society, is their theory,
and not ours. The US keeps giving
imprisonment for fifty, and even
sometime hundred years, and it
looks funny to our minds. And still,
they are very strong advocates of
children’s freedom! This is where
the whole things become contra-
dictory. On the one hand European
society clamours for children’s free-
dom, women’s freedom etc. and on
the other hand, they keep making
their penal laws more and more rigid
and strict. Out in the public they
speak a lot about human rights, but
inside their jails, there is nothing
like human rights. So the Europe-
ans do have not just double stan-
dard, but multi standards, and they
often are contradictory.

The discussion here is
whether or not to punish children
in whichever way. There are argu-
ments favouring this, and the chief
argument is that there is a possibil-
ity of teacher’s cruelty to children.
This may have its point, but is it
always the case in Bharat that teach-
ers are revengeful to children? Can
we say that teachers take out their
anger in children on a routine? Such
cases are indeed exceptions, and
we have machinery to correct such
things. If the children can be pun-
ished, then a wrong doing teacher

Af21ep FHerel (ATRAB) 1 FaeeR 2014



shall be better punished.

Parents are also of the opin-
ion that their children must not be
beaten, as they are of the impres-
sion that it shall be not civilisation
or modern. But parents are the best
authority to punish children, be-
cause they are always with the chil-
dren and can make the child realise
his mistake and why he got pun-
ished. Parents are to correct chil-
dren on a regular basis and time to
time, and if they wish to do away
with scolding and punishing, they
become instrumental in creating ir-
responsible and undisciplined citi-
zens. We should not forget that
Bharat also has a theory of
‘Dandaniti’. It is the duty of parent
to correct children, and as Dandaniti
suggests, thy must resort to sama,
dana, bhedya and even danda.
Family relations

There is a marked difference
in Bharatiya family relations and
European family relations. We may
say that the Europeans do not have
family relations at all, given what
we understand of family. Regard-
ing the ‘formation’ of society, the
Europeans gave theories like social
contract (John Locke, Rousseau)
and according their social contract
theories, individuals come to co-
exist through a contract for mutual
betterment. None other than
Pujniya Guruji comments on this
through his book ‘Bunch of
Thoughts’, and what Pujniya Guruji
says is very significant. He says
that Bharatiya society exists
through a concept of sacrifice, and
he implicitly suggests the
Upanishadic mantra, ‘Tena
Tyaktena Bhunjita’. Apart from this,
co-existence had been our episte-
mology, and it is only natural for
Bharatiyas to live through self-less
performances of sacrifices.

Thus, in families of Bharat,
individuals co-exist, and they per-
form sacrifices instead of self-ori-
ented activities. They find happi-
ness in doing something for the
others, even through negating their
own comforts. On the other hands,
in European societies, children live
as individual units, and right from
the childhood they live separate.
People do not even let children
sleep in the mothers and fathers bed
rooms, they are left with their own
rooms. The intimacy hardly devel-
ops, and when the children grow
up, they go of their own, typically
like in the animal world. But this is
not so in Bharat, we still have many
joint families and people do live
comfortably in such joint families. I
had talked to many people living in
joint families and they all speak in
support of such joint families. This
is the strength of co-existence.

However, the cases of
nuclear families are in the increase
and joint families are becoming less
and less. This simply is because of
the influence of European pattern
on our existence, and our educa-
tors had ever been failing to show
Bharatiya tradition to society. In
short, the family relations, the so-
ciety and the values in Bharat are
entirely different from those in Eu-
rope.

Should children be punished?

Now to the direct and final
question; should children be
beaten both in the houses and
schools? A simple and direct an-
swer to this question shall depend
on what kind of adults one wants
to make out of the children. If one
supports the European model of
care free and undisciplined society,
then let them be in support of the
theory of ‘naturalism’ or ‘laisses
fare’ and say that children should

not be beaten anywhere. But for
Bharat, this is unacceptable. We do
not want our future society to be
carefree and undisciplined, we do
not support laisses fare states of
affairs, we are the most ancient so-
ciety in the world which still is co-
existing and shall ever be co-exist-
ing. We have our own distinct fam-
ily relations, distinct knowledge
tradition, and distinct value system
and family relations. We sum up the
entire knowledge of righteousness
in just one concept, Dharma. And
when we are told that ‘Ahimsa
Paramo Dharma’ it is also told that
‘Dharma Hatya Tathaiva Ca’.
Ahimsa is a great Dharma, but to
kill to save Dharma is also great
Dharma. Sometimes we forge the
later part.

We should do nothing at all
that shall disturb the great tranquil-
lity in Bharat. When children are to
be corrected, if they have to be
punished in some cases, we must
do so. We cannot afford to simply
and blindly imitate what people do
in Europe and bring destruction to
our society. Why we should worry
about punishing children or for that
matter any one? We do have theo-
ries of punishment given to us by
the Acharyas and all that we have
to do is to take lessons from them.
Laisses fare is not going to make
any one civilised, and not control-
ling and punishing children is not
going to make one cultured. Chil-
dren should be punished when
they are to be punished, and citi-
zens also should be punished when
they are to be punished. That is the
way healthy society shall go on
existing. Let us stop imitating and
copying Europe for once and for
all.U4d
(Professor of Philosophy, The Maha-
raja Sayajirao University of Baroda)

AfeTep FHerer (3RAB) 1 FaFR 2014



Our future

lies with younger
generations look-
ing bright and
promising. Change
in society is very
essential so as to
motivate younger
generation to
follow right path.
It’s our duty, every
one of us, to take
care of every
young child to
nurture them in
proper manner.
Similarly every one
of us should take
care of other
aspects for future
generations to
come. “During
exam time students
focus on their
studies leaving all
comforts similarly
we should focus on
betterment of
society”

Rights & Traditions for Children

U Prof.A. K. Gupta

Rights is a word which enlightens
power of self in the present legal frame-
work where as Traditions compels us to
think about our rich heritage which we
enjoyed through our long journey of
civilization. In present time it may be
dilemma for a child to know about both
and select right path to follow. Consti-
tution of India provides equal right to
all the citizen of India including differ-
ent segments of the society e.g. weaker
sections, backward sections, women
and children etc to name a few. How-
ever Practical and Hard facts of life com-
pel a child to move away from traditional
right path.

This can be understood by story
of a typical child now grown up and
sharing his part of duties in the world.
He was born in a state where his par-
ents migrated from other state. Typically
his parents belonged to economically
lower section of the society where one
finds it just enough to pull on routine
activities. His mother supported the
family by joining service so as to pro-
vide shelter and education to both him

and his sister. The environment was to-
tally different then from what was seen
by both the parents in their families
which were rich, respectable & effluent.
High position of a close relative & other
one educated made things little more
supportive.

Conditions can be well appreci-
ated in that scenario, the child was given
traditional environment to move along
right path and make his career bright.
He was not even talked about rights but
only good traditions. Things passed by
with passage of time with exposure to
traditional and contemporary society.
Due to limitations the child could not
avail opportunity to take up proper
higher studies. He could get exposure
of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, but
in limited manner since the time was not
considered conducive to pursue with.
Education in State owned schools in
Hindi medium continued. English came
in formal education a little late. Exposure
to so called progressive society was in-
evitable. Thus exposure to some sports
e.g. Cricket etc was obvious. More or
less emphasis on more being traditional
remained a point in top position in the
agenda.
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The child was trained to
move in right manner following tra-
ditional path i.e. to respect elders,
to speak always truth, not to bor-
row, maintain livelihood within
available resources etc. Life was
simple and satisfying. He was
asked to fulfill all his formal duties
i.e. to support parents in all their
family targets may it be marriage of
sister, family function /ritual, major
repair or construction of parental
house. To accomplish these it was
obvious that he should save money
and transfer to parents for their
projects.

Problems of localites and
outsiders were natural to face in the
process of life. It was obvious to
find difficulties in language, Com-
munity wise favouratism, or sup-
port of relatives as was available to
others. Since the child was taught
to move in right path he did not
thought it proper to use recommen-
dations to get better performance
results. The same he expected from
others which was difficult to ob-
serve in the contemporary scenario.

He always tried to do works
assigned to him with justice, dedi-
cation, honesty & sincerity. Need-

less to say that, the fellow could
get opportunities for higher posi-
tions just for possessing these
qualities. Of course these are merely
ideal words for appreciation and
not being followed in the present
day society. One of my friend
brought up in traditional environ-
ment in family and school for for-
mal education, later found it diffi-
cult to adjust in the family in par-
ticular & society in general, be-
cause of the dilemma to follow right
path.

One can say that this is an
idealistic condition as described in
Ramanaya and not practical one as
described in Mahabharata. A com-
mon person thinks that these
achievements can be earned by
hooks or crooks and it becomes
difficult to digest rise of a common
person. Generation of opposition
is evident; the sailing becomes
more and more difficult, as it hap-
pened in case of Abhimanyu dur-
ing Mahabharata times. This re-
mains common feature in Indian
civilization, as is evidenced in lit-
erature of Munshi Prem Chand etc,
which is self explanatory for India’s
recent past and downfall.

Therefore it is not merely
rights which have to be ascertained
but duties should also be taught to
everyone in particular for younger
generation. Swami Vivekananda
once told “Absence of Character
building in education has changed
our habits”. We should focus on
increasing our power. One, who is
not selfish, not tasted Liquor, Has
not gone after women or Greed for
money can only be called Saint.
Training to younger generation is
very important since it forms a
larger part of the society and fu-
ture of the country. Abnormal be-
havior is seen at many places for
lack of it. Misuse of power, made
available through legal framework,
should be prevented since it can
hamper progress of the society in
right path by setting wrong ex-
amples.

In the present day scenario
rise in corruption is very common.
People are forgetting their tradi-
tional values very fast; Core family
structure may be one of the rea-
sons where everyone is concerned
about welfare of himself or his core
family. Short cuts are becoming
more & more popular. It is easier to
move down then to climb up.

There are innumerable
cases, pertaining to cases of dowry
or women harassment to name a
few. So called educated persons are
following short cuts to gain in short
duration of time, May it be class
room, family, social circle or admin-
istrative/ political set up. Shri
Suresh Ji Soni mentioned that
Charvak Philosophy is to enjoy
present day and leave aside wor-
ries for tomorrow. Concept of con-
tinuous life cycle birth & rebirth is
ignored; the common concept of
present day life has become a regu-
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lar practice. This deformed percep-
tion has changed life style of middle
age strata in the society. Cumula-
tive effects of all these ill practices
will lead us nowhere but to a path
of self destruction.

For a child learning begins
at home with family members and
later on in school environment.
Thus focus on many aspects
should be emphasized e.g. Moral-
ity, Environment, Sustainability, Our
rich cultural traditions including rich
heritage in culture, education,
samskars etc. The difference is very
clear as can be seen in our society
compared with western world.
Sustainability of family life with
support to everyone, even to those
who cannot communicate e.g.
birds, pets or an animal, with hu-

man beings is a typical example.
Today’s children form a big
chunk in future society therefore
their training cannot be underesti-
mated. “The childhood shows the
man, as the morning shows the
day”’- Milton. More over they are
expected to lead society in near fu-
ture and provide right way of life
for future generations. Therefore
merely talking of rights is just not
enough. “Children are hopes, Feel
the dignity of a child. Do not feel
superior to him, for you are not”-
Robert Henry. They should be
taught of sustainable consump-
tion. Respect for our mother land,
elders, handicaps and all those who
need attention is very important
aspect which should be inculcated.
Our future lies with younger

generations looking bright and
promising. Change in society is
very essential so as to motivate
younger generation to follow right
path. It’s our duty, every one of us,
to take care of every young child
to nurture them in proper manner.
Similarly every one of us should
take care of other aspects for fu-
ture generations to come. “During
exam time students focus on their
studies leaving all comforts simi-
larly we should focus on betterment
of society”-Shri Guru ji. Take care
of pennies and Pounds shall take
care of themselves, this concept
should be applied in everyday
life.A
(Professor, Structural Engineering
Department, Jai Narain Vyas
University, Jodhpur )

SC orders physical verification of red-flagged deemed universities

The Supreme Court has said
University Grants Commission
(UGC) had no option but to physi-
cally verify 41 deemed universities
which were red-flagged by the
Tandon Committee five years ago
for deficiencies in infrastructure
and faculty.

Seven of the 41 deemed uni-
versities had agreed to subject
themselves to fresh physical veri-
fication, and no clearance granted
after scrutinizing photographs and
videos of these institutions.

A bench of Justices Dipak
Misra and Vikramjit Sen ordered
UGC to complete physical verifi-
cation of the institutions in three
months and point out deficiencies,
if any, to them. "Give them reason-
able time to make good the defi-
ciencies and then submit your re-
port with recommendations on
them to the Centre with a copy of

it to the court," it ordered.

With UGC having already
given its recommendations on 41
deemed universities, petitioner
Viplav Sharma's counsel Sanjay
Hegde pointed out that the other
34 and UGC could take a plea that
the court had not ordered physical
verification of institutions other
than the seven.

The bench said the singular
grievance against UGC was the
adoption of verification through
photographs and videos of insti-
tutions. Additional solicitor general
Maninder Singh, appearing for
UGC, too sought a clarification even
when additional solicitor general
Tushar Mehta on behalf of the Cen-
tre said he understood that these
deemed universities could not es-
cape physical verification.

The bench clarified, "We
cannot conceive of such a method.

In our opinion, physical verification
from all scores and spectrum is a
necessity. Neither the petitioners
can give a restrictive meaning to it
nor UGC can gloss over it by tak-
ing recourse to modern methods of
photographs and videos. Physical
verification is physical verifica-
tion."

When Hegde repeated his
apprehension, the bench said, "We
expect UGC to behave. The writing
is on the wall."

The bench said the problem
was the trust deficit in UGC and it
should realize that. "We as court
cannot undertake judicial gover-
nance. UGC must act fair and
square,” it said.

This will compel UGC to
conduct physical verification of all
41 deemed universities bracketed
under deficient category before giv-
ing a report to the Centre.
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Aao, padho.”
Kusum, who had
until then been
stirring a cowdung
slurry, looks up at
the crowd of people
who have just
barged into her
house. Read? No
one had ever told
her to do that. Not
in school, where
she sits in the back
row of Class IX;
definitely not at
home. “My par-
ents are away,”’
she protests, a thin
brown film of the
slurry coating her
arms all the way up
to the elbow.
“That’s ok. Go
wash your hands
and try reading
this,” goads
Chandrika Prasad
Maurya.

ASAR Report

Q

Rampur district has some of the
worst learning and dropout levels in the
country; the primary school in the vil-
lage has classes from I to V and only
two teachers. Rampur district has some
of the worst learning and dropout lev-
els in the country; the primary school in
the village has classes from I to V and
only two teachers.

Year after year, Pratham’s Annual
Survey of Education Report, or ASER,
tells us about children who go to school
but can’t read or do basic math. This
year, as ASER volunteers fan out across
570 rural districts, Uma Vishnu visits a
village in Rampur, a district in UP with
some of the worst learning levels in the
country, to see what it is to read.

Aao, padho.” Kusum, who had
until then been stirring a cowdung slurry,
looks up at the crowd of people who
have just barged into her house. Read?
No one had ever told her to do that. Not
in school, where she sits in the back
row of Class IX; definitely not at home.
“My parents are away,” she protests, a
thin brown film of the slurry coating her
arms all the way up to the elbow. “That’s

ok. Go wash your hands and try reading
this,” goads Chandrika Prasad Maurya.

Maurya is with a team of volun-
teers that is conducting a household
survey for NGO Pratham’s Annual Sur-
vey of Education Report or ASER, one
of the most definitive barometers of
learning levels among children between
3 and 16. This is the survey that has
been telling us, year after year since 2005,
that much of India can’t read and do
basic math, that schooling is not the
same as learning, and that the country
needs to get its basics right.

This year, for the 10th year in a
row, ASER volunteers have fanned out
across 570 rural districts in the country.
This village is among 30 in Uttar
Pradesh’s Rampur district where volun-
teers will go to 20 households each, over
two days, getting children to read.

So Kusum sits on the edge of a
cot, the light from the skylight of the
mud house falling onto the paper she is
now holding, the water from her wet
hands blotting the paper. She looks
around her. The entire neighbourhood
— children who were out playing,
women, her brothers — has turned up
to watch Kusum read. Her finger runs
rapidly across the lines as she reads in a

READ ME A
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low, nervous drone: “Aaj Ravivar

hai. Aaj chutti hai...” But that’s not
what the text says. She should have
been reading: “Raat ho gayi, chand
dikh raha hai.” Kusum can’t read.
Next, she tries reading words:
paani, aag, taala. She can’t. Letters?
She struggles, manages a few and
then, gets up. She won’t read any-
more.

“Okay, try some ghatai (sub-
traction),” says Maurya gently,
handing her a pen and paper. It’s
41-13. She stares at the hyphenated
pattern and finally writes 14 for 41.
“What are you writing? It’s 41,”
laughs a gangly boy standing next
to her. Maurya shoos him away.
After three attempts, she finally
copies the numbers right, but can’t
solve the problem. “Nahin kar
payegi. She goes to school, but it’s
no use,” says one of the women
crowding around. Kusum shoots
her a glare and the woman shoots
back: “Galat kah rahin hoon?”

Kusum s 15, in Class IX, but
can’tread a paragraph from a Class
I textbook. Like 62.8 per cent of the
children across the country who
couldn’t last year, according to the
2013 ASER report.

Every year, the figures tell a
story — of children who trudge to
school, sit in crowded classrooms,
spend hours staring at alphabets
and numbers that swim against a
blackboard, hear their stomachs
growl at the smell of the mid-day
meal wafting in from the school
kitchen, wait endlessly for teach-
ers to make an appearance and
then, when the bell rings, walk back
home. But can they read? Do basic
math? Nobody asks them.

Story-1

Rampur, which lies on the
border with Uttarakhand, is the last
of the plains of Uttar Pradesh. Once

chaku (knives), it now brandishes
a somewhat less flattering record,
regularly featuring on ASER’s re-
port card as a district with some of
the worst learning and dropout lev-
els in Uttar Pradesh. The state it-
self ranks among the lowest in those
parameters in the country.

Off the main Bilaspur road,
past fields where men and women
thresh paddy, is a dirt track that
leads into this village of Lodh
Rajputs “80 per cent,” says
pradhan Rajpal Singh. “The rest are
Dalit and Muslim families. This is
not arich village. Most of them are
farm labourers or work in factories
in Rudrapur. Today is a Sunday, but
you won'’t find the men around be-
cause they are all away at work.”

The village has two schools
a government primary school and
a higher secondary school the
sarpanch’s father Karan Singh
owns.

“Is the government doing
another survey?” asks a woman at
anarrow bend from where the ASER

team takes a left turn.

Maurya, who is in charge of
three districts for ASER, stops to
explain: “You send your children to
school. The government puts in so
much money. Shouldn’t they know
if the children are learning? Don’t
you want to know?”

“Haan, pata to karna padega
(Yes, we must find out),” says the
woman, joining the cavalcade of
children who are trailing ASER sur-
veyors Hardesh Kumar and Vivek
Dubey.

In their 20s, Kumar and
Dubey are training to be primary
teachers under the government’s
District Institute of Educational
Training (DIET). They have been
here since 8.30 am, having already
met the sarpanch, handed him a let-
ter from ASER explaining the sur-
vey and drawn up a rough map of
the village after an hour’s walk. By
evening, they have to cover 20
households.

“We select the houses based
on a simple baayein haath ka niyam
or left-hand rule. The map of the
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village is divided into four sections
and in each section, the surveyors
visit every fifth household on their
left,” says Sunil Kumar, the ASER
coordinator in Uttar Pradesh, turn-
ing left into another narrow lane.
Story-2

“Iska bhi survey
karwadijiye. He reads well,” says a
woman, thrusting her child into the
lane as the ASER team walks past
her house. The child does a Jack-
in-the-box and disappears.

The parade of children and
their curious mothers stops two
houses later, at Radha Devi’s
house. Her husband, a daily-wage
labourer, is not home. A cot is
dragged from the courtyard into the
only room the family of eight
shares.

Kumar and Dubey get down
to work. How many children? Six
— three boys, three girls. The el-
dest, Devaki, is 18, so she won’t be
part of the survey, but she takes
charge and answers for her mother.
TV? No. Electricity? No. Do they
have books in the house? No. Mo-
bile phone? No.

By now, the neighbourhood
children who have pulled them-
selves out in the middle of play are
jostling at the door. The women are
here, too, to see if Radha Devi’s
children can read.

It’s Ravi’s turn. The nine-
year-old is so embarrassed he rolls
the ends of his shirt and stuffs it
into his mouth. “You can’t read this
way,” smiles Sunil. By now, Ravi is
having a laughing fit. “Wipe your
nose and start reading, babu. Stop
laughing,” says Devaki, gently
holding her little brother down as
he bounces, shirt still in mouth.
After some coaxing, the shirt is
pulled back into place.

Ravi holds the sample paper

that has been quarter-folded for him
to read the Hindi para. He only man-
ages a couple of alphabets.
“Prarambhik (beginner),” calls out
Dubey. Kumar makes the entry
against Ravi’s name. Ravi and two
of his siblings had dropped out of
school a few years ago. After each
of the five children in the house has
been tested, the team moves on.

“Only two of the children we
have surveyed so far have man-
aged to read the paragraph,” says
Dubey, leaving Radha Devi’s
house. “A boy in the first house
we went to and Sujay. Remember
Sujay? The brother of that girl
Kusum, who was mixing the
cowdung?”’

Sujay says heis 11, but he is
already in Class VIII. He had
prompted Kusum as she struggled
to read, but she had been too ner-
vous to notice. When it was his
turn to read, he had sat down on
the same cot, Maurya by his side,
clutching another of the sample
papers. His voice hoarse and thick
with excitement, he had read out:
“Aaj mamaji ghar aaye...”

By then, his mother Vimla
Devi had heard of the survey and
had rushed back from the fields.
The women were clapping and
cheering when she came.

“Ladka pass ho gaya,” said
one. “He is the only bright kid
around,” said another. Sujay had
breezed through the next few pages
— words, alphabets and math, us-
ing his fingers rapidly to do three-
digit multiplication and division,
slowing down only in the English
section.

Story-3

The Right to Education Act,
2009, managed to get children to
school, pushing up enrolment lev-
els and making sure schools were

held accountable for their infra-
structure — playgrounds, toilets,
kitchens — but it had no way of
ensuring learning levels improved.
As ASER first found out in 2011,
levels of reading and math had, in
fact, dropped in many states since
the RTE came into effect. In 2008,
the proportion of children in Class
III who could read a Class I text was
50.4 per cent, but that dipped to
nearly 40.2 per centin 2013.

“Kusum must have been in
Class V when the RTE came into
effect. Since the Act did away with
exams and assessments and said
children can’t be held back, she
must have gone all the way up to
Class IX, without ever being
tested,” says Sunil.

In February 2013, in re-
sponse to a question in Parliament
on declining learning levels in rural
schools, then HRD Minister Pallam
Raju had dismissed ASER as a “cur-
sory assessment” brought out by
Pratham and gone on to say that
the NCERT does its own “detailed,
periodic” National Achievement
Survey that has “revealed improve-
ments in the overall learning lev-
els, even though achievements re-
main low”. It’s a line the govern-
ment has stuck to each time the
question of low learning levels has
come up in Parliament — soon af-
ter the ASER report for 2012 was
released in January last year, the
question came up at least 15 times
over the next two months. This year,
the question has already come up
twice in Parliament and the govern-
ment has made the same argument.

“Our reports are not a way
to say the government doesn’t do
its job. It’s more important that the
government sees there is a prob-
lem. Once you do that, solutions
are not hard to come by,” says
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ASER Director Rukmini Banerji.

Over the years, ASER has
proposed simple solutions such as
grouping children across grades
based on their learning levels. “For
instance, if there are children who
can’t identify alphabets in Classes
I, IT and III, bring them all together
and teach them. That’s how Bihar’s
Mission Gunvatta, for instance,
works,” says Ranajit Bhattacharyya
of the ASER Centre.

Story- 4

Imran is in Class V. Rajbir, a
year younger, is in I'V. But they sit
in the same classroom, side by side
on the floor, in the front row. The
ASER team is in the primary school
of the village on Day 2 of the sur-
vey to collect data on the school.

While Dubey and Kumar fill
up their forms and check the atten-
dance registers, Maurya holds a
mock quiz in Class IV-V. “Bharat ka
pradhan mantri kaun hai?”
“Narendra Modi,” the class shouts
in chorus. The next few questions
get enthusiastic replies till Maurya
gets to “up-rashtrapati (vice-presi-
dent)”. Silence. As Maurya leaves
the room, Imran pulls out two
sheets of paper, runs his finger over
a long list of questions and finally
reads out:

“Hamid Ansari.” He repeats
the name and puts the sheets away
in his bag. “I stood second in a GK
competition at the nyay panchayat
level and Rajbir came third. There
were 40 children from different vil-
lages. Our teacher gave us this list
of 60 questions to prepare. I took
home 30 and Rajbir took the other
30.”

While they study together in
class, they don’t go to each other’s
homes, Imran says. “Hum bhai
nahin hain na. Rajbir Hindu hai aur
main Musalman (We are not broth-

ers, you see. He is Hindu and I am
Muslim).”

Dubey and Kumar now take
a head count of the number of stu-
dents in each class. “Of 171 stu-
dents, 112 are present today. The
idea is to make sure the attendance
isn’t inflated,” says Dubey. The
school has classes from I to V, two
teachers who are both present for
the day and two para-teachers who
are both on long leave. The
principal’s post has been vacant for
awhile.

Story- 5

“You talk of learning levels?
There are just the two of us. Look
at the amount of forms we have to
fill up — admissions, scholarships.
And then, do the rounds of banks,
open bank accounts for children,
uniform distribution... Iam an Urdu
teacher, but I teach everything...
or nothing at all,” says Saira Jamal,
the senior teacher who doubles as
the school in-charge.

The cook walks in and an-
nounces that the school kitchen
has run out of sugar for the mid-
day meal of sweet dalia. So Imran is
called from Class V. “Go, run and
get some sugar from the
pradhanji’s house,” says Jamal.

Dubey and Kumar take a
round of the school’s three class-
rooms, the toilets and the kitchen,
and make entries. Class I and II
have been clubbed together, Class
[T is in aroom a little distance away
and Class IV and V sit together.
The anganwadi children walk in and
out of classes. Rakesh Kaushal, 26,
practically the only teacher, does
the rounds of the three classrooms,
spending a few minutes in each.
“When the teacher is not around, I
teach. Ma’am samajh ke,” says
Imran, beaming, just as Kaushal
walks over to Class III.

“There are different levels of
learning in each class. This class,
for instance, will have a couple of
good students and many others
who can’t do the basics.

That’s also because a lot of
these children are too young to be
in school. Their parents fudge their
ages and get them admitted hop-
ing their children will at least get to
eat the mid-day meal which, for
some, is the only proper meal of the
day,” says Kaushal, a post-gradu-
ate in political science.

Around noon, Imran is back
home and has changed into a pair
of shorts, still wearing his uniform
shirt. He lives in a one-room mud-
house at the far end of the village
with his parents and four siblings.
His father Shoaib Ibrahim repairs
shoes at Swar Camp in Rampur, but
these days his asthma keeps him
mostly at home. “My eldest son is
a barber in Delhi and my youngest
child is three. All my other children
study. My eldest daughter is in
Class IX and Imran and his younger
brother go to the primary school in
the village. My life has been
wasted. My father too spent his life
this way. I hope my children lead a
better life. At least the teachers say
good things about them,” he says,
his tired eyes crinkling in a smile as
he ruffles Imran’s hair. “He is the
naughtiest.”

On the way out of the vil-
lage, Maurya does a quick, back-of
the-envelope calculation. “Of the
39 children we surveyed yester-
day, only 12 could read a story, 2
could read paragraphs, 3 could
read words, 10 only identified let-
ters and 11 were at the beginners’
stage. That means, 70 per cent
children couldn’t read a story,” he
says. That’s where this story be-
gins. U1
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ABRSM opposes appointment OF OAS officers as Registrars

The Akhli Bharatiya Rashtriya Shaikshik
Mahasangh (ABRSM) has opposed the State
Government's move to appoint OdishaAdministrative
Service (OAS) officers as Registrars in different
universities.

The Secretary of the Higher Education wing of
the Mahasangh, Dr. Narayan Mohanty, in a statement
here, said that the posting of OAS officers as Registrars
in the past has made the university administration more
complicated, and has not solved any problem.

Condemning the recent appointment of elected

office bearers of recognised teachers' associations in
administrative posts in the Higher Education
Department, Dr. Mohanty said, this move of the
Government has created a bad precedent. These
administrative officers are taking steps which are
detrimental to the interest of their opponents in the
cadre, forgetting their duties as office bearers. Dr.
Mohanty has urged the Goverment not to appoint
OAS officers and offlce bearers of recognised
associations in administrative posts in the Higher
Education Department.
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