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The world looks towards India to lead
and provide right direction for development
of self spiritually and physically by combina- |,
tion of ancient and modern teachings. We
should learn from teachings of best of our |
idols- Guru ji in Drishti aur Darshan. Ex-r
periments with education system combined
with malicious practices have destroyed many
dreams. /
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Bharat is not

simply a geo political
entity, itis a ‘Value’.
When we look at the
identity of other nations
of the world, we find
that their identity lies
either in language or
geography. England for
English speaking,
Germany for German
speaking and so on.
Some even keep
religion as their
identity, like Pakistan.
But the identity of
Bharat is neither
language, nor geogra-
phy nor religion, it is
something else. The
identity of Bharatis a
Sanskriti, a Culture,
which is the direct
outcome of the
Vedopanishadic
knowledge tradition. Is
there any other nation
in the world, which is
one nation on the basis
of a Culture, which is
based on a knowledge
tradition? And what is
more, it is the oldest
knowledge tradition
and Sanskriti of the
world.

-

New Bharat, New ducatio

U Dr. TS Girishkumar

To my mind, Bharat has become
free only with this new government.
Bharat had been under foreign rule for a
long time, firstly the Muslims invaded
and subsequently settled in Bharat with
their Sultanates for some eight hundred
years, then the Europeans, primarily the
British who subjugated our nation for
some two hundred years and after 1947,
it was the congress for some near sev-
enty years barring a brief spell in be-
tween. Hence, for all of us, this should
be a new beginning in every field, espe-
cially so, in the field of education.
Damages done

When one looks back, the dam-
ages done in the field of education by
the foreign rulers are irredeemable.
Something like a thousand and three
hundred years of continuous destruc-
tion is not something easy to redeem.
This makes an attempt to make correc-
tions a long time as well as huge task
that demands continuous as well as tire-
lessly ongoing effort. Apart from the
outsiders, our own brothers with ide-
ologies alien to Bharat had also added
fuel to fire in a free flowing manner in

post 1947 period. Primarily this comes
from the Communists and the intellec-
tual development after Marx that took
roots in Europe apart from the ‘new sci-
entific’ temper developed in Europe af-
ter Martin Luther’s protest against the
Catholic Pope. These are still ongoing,
unhindered in Bharat, especially in the
area of higher education.

Damages done by outsiders may
be glaring and evident from their callous
expressions, which may be understood
with lesser effort, but the damages which
are getting done from present European
Philosophical tradition are latent, under-
lying, though be unintentional from the
part of the thinkers, but can be made a
vicious phenomenon by minds with ne-
farious ends. This is going to be a subtle
affair, but it calls for urgent attention from
careful minds. Let me try to sketch some
frames to this. Nonetheless, this phe-
nomenon of contemporary European
philosophy has a double edge, one, it
naturally can inflict Bharatiya society to
destruction, and two, it can be effectively
used by minds with vested motives.

Philosophy, in most places, are
either neglected or sidelined perhaps
every where in the world, where Bharat
is no exception. But, on an end analysis,
it is thoughts that finally matter to any
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human existence,and societies are
patterned based on human think-
ing. Contemporary society seems
to put much premium on science
and technology, and this over en-
thusiasm resulted in side lining
some ‘non-productive’ subjects
such as Philosophy. This indeed
has long lasting impacts with any
society, especially with Bharatiya
society which has its edifice on the
Vedopanishadic Philosophy.
There are some differences
between European Philosophy and
Bharatiya Darsana. European Phi-
losophy is mostly individual specu-
lations, and has breaks from one to
another on a routine. Mostly the
new cancels the erstwhile, some-
thing else appears subsequently to
nullify the old, and the process
goes on. In Bharat, the process had
been a continuation, as one begins
from the other by not nullifying the
erstwhile, and the new comes in
efforts to strengthen the old. We
do not have breaks. Bharatiya
Darsana Parampara does not be-
long to individual speculations as
it is in Europe, but it belongs to
groups of thinkers whose method-
ology is often trans-sensory.
Cognitivity and speculation for

. ~l‘

Y

European Philosophy, and Experi-
ence (Anubhava) and Yogaja (Yo-
gic Perception) for Bharatiya
Parampara becomes a marked dif-
ference. The Epistemology is an-
other Cardinal difference between
European Philosophy and
Bharatiya Darsan. Bharat has an
Epistemology of co-existence while
Europe maintains an Epistemology
of difference. As a result, we actu-
ally see co-existence in Bharat, we
see people with varying language
and varying traditions co existing,
we see the Hindu Dharma with so
many varying faith systems and ritu-
als existing as just one Dharma and
so on. While in Europe, we see so-
cieties drawing difference from one
another and longing to become
separate.

Now, in contemporary Euro-
pean Philosophy, thoughts are put
more into individuals and their in-
dividual predicaments. The ‘other’
always remains as the other only,
and there is hardly any device to
get into the other. From this we
have Existentialism, Phenomenol-
ogy, Positivism, Linguistic Philoso-
phy and so on. So many new
thoughts keep coming up, and there
hardly is any sense of direction, are

.
‘,!, :

where they going and where are
they taking us? Obviously, the only
possible ultimate direction ought to
be directed to the Ultimate Reality,
which they do not and cannot have.
Just take some examples of the
Philosophising done these days:
on a closer analysis, one can easily
understand as a matter of common
sense that they are usually divisive
thoughts. Subaltern Studies, Femi-
nism, or even individual freedom
etc. ultimately results in creating
isolated, island like individuals,
where  co-existence gets
jeopardised.

In Bharat, we still do carry
the luggage of European Philoso-
phy so much in the name of “West-
ern Philosophy’. Bharatiya
Darsana is taught under the name
of ‘Indian Philosophy’, but I have
not seen many efforts from fellow
teachers to show the intricacies ly-
ing within them and how divisive
European Philosophy can be. Here,
a total re-structuring must be done,
with some very deft hands. Dam-
ages done at the level of thinking
is still an ongoing phenomenon,
and no remedy is at sight as of now.
The Concept of Bharat

Itis necessary to form a con-
cept of Bharat to think in terms of
what ought to be Bharatiya educa-
tion. It is only with a proper con-
cept of Bharat that one can attempt
to envisage any future things. My
teacher Late Dr. Harsh Narain of
Lucknow used to say,
“MulyamVaiBharatam, Na Syad
Desamatram Na Bharatam”. Bharat
is not simply a geo political entity,
itis a “Value’. When we look at the
identity of other nation of the world,
we find that their identity lies ei-
ther in language or geography. En-
gland for English speaking, Ger-
many for German speaking and so
on. Some even keep religion as their
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identity, like Pakistan. But the iden-
tity of Bharat is neither language,
nor geography nor religion, it is
something else. The identity of
Bharat is a Sanskriti, a Culture,
which is the direct out come from
the Vedopanishadic knowledge tra-
dition. Is there any other nation in
the world, which is one nation on
the basis of a Culture, which is
based on a knowledge tradition?
And what is more, it is the oldest
knowledge tradition and Sanskriti
of the world. Itis simple as it is, and
complicated in its co-existing intri-
cacies.
New Education of New Bharat

Undoubtedly, the new edu-
cation of New Bharat must be
based on this Bharatiya Sanskriti.
To base education on Sanskriti, it
must begin from the
Vedopanishadic knowledge tradi-
tion. This process should begin
from smaller classes onwards, very
systematically, educating a child
through stages and steps. As the
higher classes come, we can make
the child enter more into the knowl-
edge tradition and Sanskriti. We
need to build up citizens of Bharat,
not people with smaller linguistic
or regional identities. The Sanskrit
drama ‘Mudra Rakshasam’ narrates
the story of Acharya Vishnu Gupta
or Chanakya. In that play, there is a
speech given by Chanakya to the
students who are attending a con-
vocation of graduates at
Takshasila. Chanakya says that you
have come here as Dravids,
Magadheyas, Gandharas,
Kaliingis, Angis, Bangis and the like,
But now you are going back just as
Bharatiyas’. Do I need to speak
anything more about how new edu-
cation in Bharat ought to be?

We should make the stu-
dents aware of what it is to be a
Bharatiya. We also should make our

students aware of what Dharma is.
We should make the students
aware of what their ancestors were
like. They should know what the
Vedas, Upanishads, Vedangas are,
and what the methodology used by
the ancient Bharatiya Acharyas
used to be, and how they acquired
so much of knowledge in all areas
of knowing. It must be with this
base that we should teach our fu-
ture generation in whatever Euro-
pean knowledge needed. What I
wish is for a Bharatiya edifice, upon
which any other knowledge is to
be provided. And what we do not
have today is that Bharatiya foun-
dation which shall go long way in
the making of Sanskaris.
Naturally, the initiation to
this, in my mind, comes from Phi-
losophy. Let the departments of
Philosophy train people in know-
ing what used to be Bharatiya
methodology of knowing, and how
distinct they are from European
Philosophies. Let them work out
whatever differences in details, and
present to the students, for their
own evaluation of knowing both.
Let us know that thinking becomes
fundamental to any human exist-
ence, and thinking what and how
shall make all kinds of differences.
In Gujarat when one asks how you
are, the answer is usually ‘Santi
Che’. The answer is that I am in

peace. And this is precisely what
we aspire from Bharatiya societies.
We do not want agitated minds
who remain confused, and who
confuse others. Citizens should
have some clear immediate goal,
and the final or end goal. For us,
the end goal or final goal to all ac-
tivities is very clearly spelt out:
whatever one does, the end goal
shall be ‘Moksha’. As age puts in,
as we go on in life performing our
distinct duties, we have to be near-
ing the end goal which is nothing
other than Moksha.

Thus the new education
must provide an edifice which is the
Vedopanishadic knowledge tradi-
tion based Sanskriti, and a clear ul-
timate goal which is Moksha apart
from many immediate goals to go
forward. Our fortune lies in the fact
that we do not have to create any
new knowledge as they are all al-
ready done by our ancestors. But
our misfortune is that we have no
way of knowing them through
short cut. This makes me say, that
there is no shortcut to Bharatiya
Sanskriti, Dharma and
Vedopanishadic knowledge tradi-
tion. And there is no shortcut to
Hindu Dharma, there is also no
shortcut to become Bharatiya.

(Professor of Philosophy,
The Maharaja Sayajirao
University of Baroda)

dferes FHerer (F1RAH) 1 STeas) 2015



The world

looks towards India
to lead and provide
right direction for
development of self
spiritually and
physically by combi-
nation of ancient
and modern teach-
ings. We should
learn from teachings
of best of our idols-
Guru ji in Drishti
aur Darshan.
Experiments with
education system
combined with
malicious practices
have destroyed
many dreams.
Distraction has been
observed among
youth for Engineer-
ing, Management
and other traditional
courses which do not
provide appropriate
social recognition
i.e. employment
which can lead to
their social life.
Mushrooming
growth of educa-
tional institutions
without proper
planning and objec-
tives leads us
nowhere.

Education System for Growing India

U Dr. A.K. Gupta

Education leads from darkness of
illiteracy to brightness of intellect. The
process is slow but definite moving in
right direction. India has remained
leader of the world for its well known
achievements since ancient time. The
time is just right to rethink about its edu-
cation policy for growing India. Educa-
tion consists of mainly what we have
unlearned- Mark Twain. There are many
challenges posed before our motherland
to find correct way to move in right di-
rection. In recent past Education sys-
tem has seen many changes mostly to
make our citizens as serving our so called
masters. The things taught in school
and colleges are not education, but the
means of education- Emerson. It is very
necessary to observe changes in the
society and its future projections.

We should focus on devising
mechanism in Education system so as
to fulfill our needs. Growing population
poses a great challenge for every policy
being framed. Increasing unemployment
with the present education system, In-
equality among gender and different
social strata. Lagging behind in devel-
opment, may it be research or otherwise,
natural development of human beings
with the age and geographical diversi-
ties etc may be talked about while for-
mulating new or modifying present edu-
cation system. Education must teach the
student his duties in life. Truth always
prevails, but speaking truth needs cour-
age when one does so honours are natu-
ral- Guru ji in Bodh Katha.

Overall scenario in education
sector, a decade ago, can be seen like:
Education in girls has increased more at
primary level. So far as funding is con-
cerned Government share has increased

when compared with fee share. Literacy
rate was observed more for males as
compared to females. There is sharp de-
cline in enrolments when we move from
primary (11.36 Crores) to higher educa-
tion (0.77 Crores). Scenario for number
of institutions is not different e.g. for
primary education itis 6.41 Lacs, at col-
lege level this is 7782 (for general edu-
cation), 2124 for professional education)
and 244 for National level institutions.
Among girls inclination has shifted from
Arts to Commerce at UG & PG level.
Enrolment has increased more at primary
level then at Higher level. Increase in
teachers is insignificant at all levels in
particular at higher / professionals edu-
cation. Among youth i.e. in age group
of 20-24 years, only five percent are
trained. (Ref:- India 2003, Observer Re-
search Foundation, Delhi). This itself
shows our weaker segments where we
need to focus. Students should not be
looked different then other persons in
the society. Student life is full of ups
and downs, what one needs is an ideal
example to follow and find right path-
Guru ji in Yuva.

Building human work force is very
important to make our nation stronger.
Itis evident in our ancient scriptures that
Country, Time and Karaks are infinite
more over research based for human de-
velopment has been stressed upon. In
present day Monetary profits have
gained attention of human beings, which
is a matter of concern - Smami
Vivekanand.

The world looks towards India to
lead and provide right direction for de-
velopment of self spiritually and physi-
cally by combination of ancient and
modern teachings. We should learn from
teachings of best of our idols- Guru ji in
Drishti aur Darshan. Experiments with
education system combined with mali-
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cious practices have destroyed
many dreams. Distraction has been
observed among youth for Engi-
neering, Management and other
traditional courses which do not
provide appropriate social recog-
nition i.e. employment which can
lead to their social life. Mushroom-
ing growth of educational institu-
tions without proper planning and
objectives leads us nowhere. Ille-
gal practices of distributing
unrecognised degrees can attract
aspiring youth for a short period
but not good for overall develop-
ment of the society.

The education system
should be such as to inculcate lit-
eracy at initial level by beginning
learning to recognise outer world.
This can be followed by knowing
pasti.e. History to learn lessons for
better future, To be aware about
Civic Sense i.e. Present day sys-
tem of Government, Environmental
and other morale issues and ways
to deal with these, Human respon-
sibilities in normal and disaster con-
ditions. This can further lead to
know in details about science, com-
merce, languages, mathematics, lit-
erature, To do itself activities, gen-
eral awareness about the overall
ambient scenario etc. The educa-
tion systems should provide modu-
lar framework where one should be
given opportunity to leave educa-
tion stream at any point of time to
some earning and join back when
ever its suitable to them. Needless
to say that these modules should
provide ample job opportunities at
the end of every module. In service
or in profession weightage of dif-
ferent modules should be well em-
phasized by way of promotional
opportunities or recognition in pro-
fession.

Discrimination not only
among genders but also among dif-
ferent social strata but regional and
urban versus rural population and
smaller & bigger cities & towns as
well should be given due consider-
ation in formulating any policy.
Unbalanced growth should not re-
sult in any kind of disparity. Knowl-
edge i.e. Gyan comes from inner of
self without any compulsion or
force. Therefore natural develop-
ment should be given due
weightage. The message in Geeta
... Every one of us has Arjun in our
selves... Gopal Bhardwaj. What we
need is proper guidance to follow
right path. Security whether inter-
nal or external threats should be
handled in proper manner both stra-
tegically and diplomatically. Re-
cently Eminent Scholar, Shri
Kuldeep Chandra Agnihotri, who
spoken about importance of Tibbet

for India talked about our negli-
gence in dealing the matter which
has fetch external threats to us.

In favourable time when ev-
erybody wants to remain in close
proximity of main stream may be a
greater challenge to deal with. Re-
thinking about many of our con-
cepts and ideas needs to be pon-
dered upon, as we enter in to the
tenth decade of formulation of our
Sangthan, to find if there is any
need for correcting our path. While
doing so many points may need our
focus e.g. Flexibility in our think-
ing to open avenues for moderate
people to come along with us in the
present day democracy. Superior-
ity of Development over other fac-
tors, Equality among all, Appropri-
ate legal framework to safe guard
interest of all resulting in the sus-
tainable system. Global importance
of our country and need to develop
accordingly so as to meet the chal-
lenges. O
(Professor, Structural Engineering De-
partment, JNV University, Jodhpur)
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India is the

second most popu-
lated nation in world
with complex diver-
sity existing in
terms of caste,
region, religion,
gender, habitat,
faith, beliefs,
languages etc. In
this Higher educa-
tion is essential for
the cultural, social,
economic and
sustainable develop-
ment of individuals,
society and nation.
And obviously when
we talk about
development in
education and
research, four
guiding principles of
quality, access,
equity and account-
ability should always
be crucial. As we
move from “Knowl-
edge Society” to
“Knowledge
Economy”, they are
expected to provide
necessary manpower
with skills and
expertise to the
public and private
sector.

Problems of Tertiary Education
and Research in Science

U Prof. Madhur Mohan Ranga

In ancient India science education
and research was major state affair but
it loosed its significance with time due
to flimsy infrastructural support, ab-
sence of equipment and state’s patron-
age. However some sporadic and en-
demic evidences of dedicated teacher
and motivated students competently
did quality job in science education and
research.

India is the second most popu-
lated nation in world with complex di-
versity existing in terms of caste, region,
religion, gender, habitat, faith, beliefs,
languages etc. In this Higher education
is essential for the cultural, social, eco-
nomic and sustainable development of
individuals, society and nation. And
obviously when we talk about develop-
ment in education and research, four
guiding principles of quality, access,
equity and accountability should always
be crucial. As we move from “Knowl-

edge Society” to “Knowledge
Economy”, they are expected to pro-
vide necessary manpower with skills
and expertise to the public and private
sector.

Today vast numbers of students
aspire for higher education and also de-
mand for Indian skill is rising everywhere.
In a welfare state like India still social
access to science education and re-
search is still important in the country.
This only seeks for quantity rather than
quality so how does quality education
and research fit into a quantity-based
system. Actually, it is impossible to bring
equity in quality of education across all
sections and also unnecessary to make
every student a high profile researcher.
Research is elitist, exclusive, discrimina-
tory, and at the highest levels of out-
standing quality. Sadly, the present
higher education system is at a cross
road characterized by neither quantity
nor quality. Not a single Indian univer-
sity including prestigious IITs found its
place in world’s top 200 Universities in
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“Times Higher Education World
University Rankings 2013-2014”
based on performance indicators of
teaching, research, knowledge
transfer and international outlook.
We start with 40.2 score and 239th
position credited to Punjab Univer-
sity.

As per AISHE, 2013 India has
nearly 700 degree awarding insti-
tutions including 574 universities
and 35,539 colleges where more
than 20,327thousand students are
enrolled. The pupil-Teacher Ratio
is 25.6. Surprisingly after passing
secondary examination only
11.94% of total students opt for
science in tertiary education. Sadly,
from 2006 to 2012, there is only
59.59% increase in total enrollment
in science stream. It is noteworthy
that in early 1950s 32% students
opted science for tertiary education.
It seems that no one is really inter-
ested in a B.Sc. degree because stu-
dents, their peer groups and their
parents do not perceived science
as a serious career option.Nearly
44.5% of students denied pursuing
science after senior secondary ex-
aminations due to lack of interest.

And the students who opted for
science in senior secondary level
have to prove themselves through
the screen of pre-medical and pre-
engineering entrance. Obviously
only remainder of this screening
would available for the B.Sc
courses. Moreover, the best in the
B.Sc. first year devote themselves
to the preparations for these tests
for admission to professional col-
leges. And as a result most of our
classes became deserted. Obvi-
ously from this substandard crowd
of undergraduates some ultimately
become Ph.D. scholars. No univer-
sity or college seriously understood
and acted for this problem of dete-
riorating student quality that ulti-
mately leads to deterioration in
teaching and research.

To fill up the vacuum created
on account of inadequacy and cred-
ibility of existing system, parallel
coaching institutions have come
up. They are a response to social
demands which universities and
colleges have failed to meet. Today,
the rot has spread all the way to
the top. Students do not want to
enter a scientific career because

they do not see attractive economic
prospects at the end of their stud-
ies.

Significant scientific pres-
ence of fundamental research and
teaching is a benchmark of perfor-
mance of university necessary for
quality development. But instead
of scientific outlook most of our
universities were established as
examination-oriented bodies with
affiliated colleges where significant
research did not take place. Sadly,
in place of curing the sore govern-
ment established separate institu-
tions for research. This unfortunate
move derailed universities from its
goal towards creating knowledge
society with new capabilities and
intelligence human resource pool,
through challenging teaching, re-
search and extension activities so
as to balance both need and de-
mand.

A paradigm shift has been
noticed in higher education now a
day from teacher-centric education
to learner centric education. This
change created new demands and
posed fresh challenges to the es-
tablished education system and
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practices in the country. Central
universities are small in number but
they provide better checks and bal-
ances for maintaining quality
based on peer-review norms than
do other institutions. But state uni-
versities are really unprivileged in
the entire academic system with 58
per cent teaching positions vacant.
As around 90 per cent of students
in university department are en-
rolled in state universities, such a
high number of vacant positions
have disastrous effect on both the
quantity and quality of teaching
and research. The situation is not
different in colleges. As many as
52 per cent of the vacancies at the
lecturer level and 42 per cent at the
level of reader are lying vacant in
colleges, that led to the employ-
ment of ad-hoc teachers. The ratio
of ad-hoc teachers to regular is as
high as 0.38 in colleges and 0.33 in
state universities.Moreover 72.8%
colleges are running in private sec-
tor which caters 61% of total en-
rollment. Recently in 2007,
chronicle of higher education re-
vealed that 68% of universities and
90% of affiliated colleges have
“middling or poor quality”” and near
about half of faculty lack proper
qualification.

Most of our universities and
colleges are characterized by poor
teaching, overcrowded class-
rooms, and lack of competent fac-
ulty and absence of infrastructure.
To some extent disparities in edu-
cational attainments are related to
caste and social groups, but they
are also strongly related to other
indicators such as income, gender,
region, and place of residence.It is
a scarcity issue. The problem will
not go away just because we refuse
to acknowledge its existence. Our

university systems are also char-
acterized by cheap politicking, de-
bilitating texture of partisanship and
allurements of power. For a start,
political interference in the appoint-
ments, corruption in the adminis-
tration, purchase procedures and
contracts, must be dealt with
harshly.

Uniformity and centralization
are both arch enemies of creativity
and excellence. Teaching and learn-
ing can yield results only when
teachers decide what is to be
taught and the pupil is evaluated
on the basis of his performance in
relation to what has been taught.
We have created a system in which
there is a dissonance between what
is mentioned in the syllabus and
what is actually taught in the
classes on the one hand, and the
basis on which students are finally
evaluated, on the other. Added to
this is the fact that while there is
an explosion of knowledge tak-
ing place every second, syllabi,
even in the best of our universi-
ties, take years and even decades
to change. To top it all, now we
have created a system in which
there is no scope for diversity,
experimentation and innovation.
We have become victims of cen-
tralization, uniformity and bu-
reaucratization. We have created
complex politico-bureaucratic
system which seems to grind on
and on without any purpose. The
crisis of economy also gets trans-
lated into crisis of scientific edu-
cation. Most of funding and regu-
latory bodies in higher education
tend to be too political and bureau-
cratic. They also have become vic-
tims of standardization and unifor-
mity with the result that the funds
are distributed not in terms of qual-

ity but in term of the very fact that
the university is enlisted. The great-
est damage that the administrative
and bureaucratic set-up has in-
flicted is that it has degraded teach-
ing faculty to the point where they
are unable to recognize quality any-
more.

Obviously there is a crisis of
confidence in science education at
secondary and tertiary level and
therefore government must con-
vince that a sound B.Sc. course will
necessarily result in immediate and
gainful employment.And for this
confidence building our education
system must have two tiers: first
for undergraduate training in sci-
ence for a very large number of stu-
dents provided with decent em-
ployment opportunities. And sec-
ond tier for competent research ori-
ented true talents that meet global
standards. We have to move away
from a centralized system to a de-
centralized one. Each university
should become self-governing, au-
tonomous and with the authority
to seek its own funding. The gov-
ernment should involve itself less
in the day-to-day affairs of univer-
sities and colleges. It should restrict
itself to broad policy making and
proper facilitation for implementa-
tion. The university system should
be re-established as primary
agency of knowledge creation
and dissemination where all fun-
damental research and teaching
is carried out. Also University
systems should audit themself
for duplication of efforts, waste-
ful expenditure, little quality out-
put and lack of accountability in
scientific research. U

(Prof. Department of Environmental

Science, Sarguja University,
Ambikapur, Chhattishgarh)
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Too many

believe that educa-
tion is only about
‘making a living’
when, in fact, it is
also about ‘making
a life.’ Yes, later
education should
prepare one for a
career, but early
education should
instill the self-
confidence to think
for ourselves, to
imagine and dream
about something
we absolutely must
do in life. A proper
teaching of San-
skrit can help in
fostering a sense
of self-assuredness
and humanity,
much in the way
that reading Latin
and Greek did for
generations of
Europeans when
they searched for
their roots in
classical Rome and
Greece.

Sanskrit, taught well, can be as
rewarding as economics

U Gurucharan Das

There was a time when T used to
believe like Diogenes the Cynic that I
was a citizen of the world, and I used to
strut about feeling that one blade of
grass is much like another.

Now I feel that each blade has its
unique spot on the earth from where it
draws its life and strength. So is a man
rooted to a land from where he derives
his life and his faith. Discovering one’s
past helps to nourish those roots, in-
stilling a quiet self-confidence as one
travels through life. Losing that memory
risks losing a sense of the self.

With this conviction I decided to
read Sanskrit a few years ago. I knew a
little from college but now I wanted to
read the Mahabharata. Mine was not a
religious or political project but a liter-
ary one. But I did not want to escape to
‘the wonder that was India’. I wanted to
approach the text with full conscious-
ness of the present, making it relevant
to my life. I searched for a pundit or a
shastri but none shared my desire to
‘interrogate’ the text so that it would
speak to me. Thus, I ended up at the

University of Chicago.

I had to go abroad to study San-
skrit because it is too often a soul-kill-
ing experience in India. Although we
have dozens of Sanskrit university de-
partments, our better students do not
become Sanskrit teachers. Partly it is
middle-class insecurities over jobs, but
Sanskrit is not taught with an open, en-
quiring, analytical mind. According to
the renowned Sanskritist, Sheldon Pol-
lock, India had at Independence a wealth
of world-class scholars such as
Hiriyanna, Kane, Radhakrishnan,
Sukthankar, and more. Today we have
none.

The current controversy about
teaching Sanskrit in our schools is not
the debate we should be having. The
primary purpose of education is not to
teach a language or pump facts into us
but to foster our ability to think — to
question, interpret and develop our cog-
nitive capabilities. A second reason is
to inspire and instill passion. Only a pas-
sionate person achieves anything in life
and realizes the full human potential.
And this needs passionate teachers,
which is at the heart of the problem.

Too many believe that education
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is only about ‘making a living’
when, in fact, it is also about ‘mak-
ing a life.” Yes, later education
should prepare one for a career, but
early education should instill the
self-confidence to think for our-
selves, to imagine and dream about
something we absolutely must do
in life. A proper teaching of San-
skrit can help in fostering a sense
of self-assuredness and humanity,
much in the way that reading Latin
and Greek did for generations of
Europeans when they searched for
their roots in classical Rome and
Greece.

This is the answer to the
bright young person who asks,
‘Why should I invest in learning a
difficult language like Sanskrit
when I could enhance my life
chances by studying economics or

commerce?’ Sanskrit can, in fact,
boost one’s life chances. A rigor-
ous training in Panini’s grammar
rules can reward us with the ability
to formulate and express ideas that
are uncommon in our languages of
everyday life. Its literature opens
up ‘another human consciousness
and another way to be human’, ac-
cording to Pollock.

Teaching Sanskrit under the
‘three-language formula’ has failed
because of poor teachers and cur-
riculum. Mythological comic books
such asAmar Chitra Katha and TV
cartoons in Sanskrit with captions
might at least catch the imagination
of children. But the debate is also
about choice. Those who would
make teaching Sanskrit compulsory
in school are wrong. We should
foster excellence in Sanskrit teach-

ing rather than shove it down
children’s throats.

The lack of civility in the
present debate is only matched by
ignorance and zealotry on both
sides. The Hindu right makes gran-
diose claims about airplanes and
stem cell research in ancient India
and this undermines the real
achievements of Sanskrit. The anti-
brahmin, Marxist, post-colonial at-
tack reduces the genuine achieve-
ments of Orientalist scholars to
‘false consciousness’. Those who
defend Sanskrit lack the open-
mindedness that led, ironically, to
the great burst of creative works
by their ancestors. In the end, the
present controversy might be a
good thing if it helps to foster ex-
cellence in teaching Sanskrit in In-
dia.Q

Farst fadbietes,

SAdroft HFAW Aoz S Al

vd SordA fed3A bt
Siféeh FIHBIHAT

Afear daridenc?l ars), eege
Ud1.E¥. 21dd 3115.61.3118.
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But higher

education is going to be
hard to reform.As a
culture, we have lost a
sense of the appropriate
relationship between
political structures and
education institutions.
Itis hard to get across
the idea that the
political class ought not
to be micromanaging
higher education. The
idea that universities
should be at the beck
and call of ministers,
on everything from
canteens to exams,
curriculum to degree
structures, is prepos-
terous. Independent
regulatory bodies, like
the UGC, which
commanded enormous
respect from Nehru,
have become worse than
bureaucratic conduits
for state power. These
days, it is near impos-
sible to even explain
what a different culture
of the relationship
between state and
academia would look
like: those habits that
Nehru cherished have
long been lost.

The lost university

U Pratap Bhanu Mehta

One legacy of Jawaharlal Nehru
that has been systematically dismantled
over the years: his instinctive under-
standing of higher education.

The financial outlays to higher
education have increased. The clamour
for more higher education has been
growing. But we have failed to create
the capillaries that can sustain and nour-
ish a vibrant higher education system.
It is a sector peculiarly resistant to re-
form. This has one reason, which Nehru
recognised well. Education, more than
any other sector, depends on the accu-
mulation of a lot of soft skills and tacit
understanding, which if lost, are hard
to recreate. This is reflected, for in-
stance, in his deep concern about the
quality of academic leadership in edu-
cation. Itis a concern we barely seem to
understand. Nehru’s weakness on pri-
mary education was, in retrospect, a
great failing. But he was more clear-

headed on higher education. He realised
S —

that independence in thinking and tech-
nical capacity was a necessary correlate
of political independence. While it was
necessary to be open to ideas from ev-
erywhere, it was also important to de-
velop an independent locus of thought.
Above all, this has meant that we have
an elite that is not content with the idea
that much of our research and higher
education can be outsourced. But,
though we do not say so, implicitly, we
are quite content with outsourcing
higher education to the United States.
We cannot “make in India” if we don’t
“think in India”.

Nehru realised that higher educa-
tion is also the main instrument of a new
form of sociability. It should be a site
where group identities can be tran-
scended. Just read his speech from the
Aligarh Muslim University convocation,
in which he warns against the dangers
of aligning reason and identity. But sec-
tarian universities have become even
more ghettoised. Nehru also realised
that an indigenously educated middle
class that has not seceded is necessary
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for an enlightened vanguard. He
was perhaps overly optimistic
about how higher education could
produce it, but the aspiration was
not off the mark.

But higher education is go-
ing to be hard to reform. As a cul-
ture, we have lost a sense of the
appropriate relationship between
political structures and education
institutions. It is hard to get across
the idea that the political class
ought not to be micromanaging
higher education. The idea that
universities should be at the beck
and call of ministers, on everything
from canteens to exams, curriculum
to degree structures, is preposter-
ous. Independent regulatory bod-
ies, like the UGC, which commanded
enormous respect from Nehru,
have become worse than bureau-
cratic conduits for state power.
These days, it is near impossible to
even explain what a different cul-
ture of the relationship between
state and academia would look like:
those habits that Nehru cherished
have long been lost.

This malaise has afflicted all
political parties. There is nothing
more than bad faith in the Left and
Congress’s crocodile tears over the
decimation of higher education. It
is an interesting fact that in almost
all other sectors, we can point to
examples of innovation in the
states, dynamic chief ministers who
have set something right. But ex-
cept some marginal differences in
the nature of private education acts,
it is hard to think of any chief min-
ister who has left a lasting impres-
sion on higher education.

A few exceptions apart, aca-
demic cultures in a large number of
universities have deteriorated to the

point where it is hard to see how
they can be retrieved. Politicians
have often stepped into the self-
abdication of academics who have
let them in, without resistance, for
their own partisan squabbles. The
social credibility of the academic
profession, by which Nehru set so
much store, is in serious jeopardy.
Credibility is earned; it can
never be commanded. The balance
of respect has tilted in favour of
the state. One of the saddest facts
about higher education is that tol-
erance for a diversity of institutional
forms, each with its own identity
and strengths, is low among aca-
demics. Even academics proposing
reforms often make the mistake of
thinking that all institutions must
correspond to the same template.
The Nehruvian sensibility
we have lost is the idea that higher
education is something more than
instrumental. The instrumental char-
acter of education is manifested in
two ways. First, the effective con-
trol of education has gone into the
hands of those who come to the
sector for extraneous reasons: the
nature of regulation ensures that,
with a few exceptions, there is ad-
verse selection in the kinds of en-
trepreneurs that enter higher edu-
cation. This private lobby, which
has benefited from the decimation
of public institutions and a low-
quality equilibrium, has done much
to ensure that few meaningful re-
forms take place. A genuine not-for-
profit sector has an enormous role
to play in higher education. And
some interesting experiments are
now underway. But the maturation
of this sector is a long way off.
There is as yet no happy alterna-
tive between bureaucratic logic on

the one hand and commercial logic
on the other.

Second, there is, rightly, a
new emphasis on skilling and em-
ployment-oriented courses. But it
is an intellectual mistake to think
that even these can be divorced
from a larger culture of intellectual-
ism. Nehru was himself clear that a
culture that thinks of education
only instrumentally would not be
well educated in the long run. There
is an odd assumption many econo-
mists make: that manufacturing re-
quires a low-level of skills, that a
mere tinkering at the edges of skills
will somehow produce an employ-
able workforce. Even manufactur-
ing has to now be nested in a far
greater diversity of cognitive at-
tributes.

In the Nehruvian imagina-
tion, there was nothing embarrass-
ing in thinking about universities
as places for the cultivation of in-
tellect and humanity. The idea was
that the university was a space
where faculty was trying to retrieve
amodicum of intellectual order in a
chaotic universe. This consider-
ation, above all else, defined a
university’s mission and identity.
There are glimmers of hope. India
now seems to be experiencing a
minor turnaround in science and
technology. But this turnaround is
very fragile and will not be sustained
without a drastic reorientation in the
approach to research. There is also
now a yearning for new forms of
education. But this has not yet
found adequate institutional articu-
lation. But the Nehruvian ideal of
the public university as a space
defined by the highest intellectual
values lies in ruins. It will be a tall
order to recover it.
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