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Secondary Education: Adaptability or Ethics

U Dr.A. K. Gupta

The time is just right to have synthesis on personal beliefs, cul-
tural concepts which at times may lead to emotional turmoil. A small
1nteract1ve group may find proper solutlon to such problems An educa-

ing points e.g. formal or infor- 3
mal education, building up of a |

different personality whichisex- %/

pected to be dedicated to the

nation and mankind, adult edu-

cation or continuing education,
hardening of philosophical con-
cepts, understanding of routine
financial concepts etc.
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The time is

just right to have
synthesis on
personal beliefs,
cultural concepts
which at times may
lead to emotional
turmoil. A small
interactive group
may find proper
solution to such
problems. An
educationist should
consider following
points e.g. formal
or informal educa-
tion, building up of
a different person-
ality which is
expected to be
dedicated to the
nation and man-
kind, adult educa-
tion or continuing
education, harden-
ing of philosophical
concepts, under-
standing of routine
financial concepts
etc.

Secondary Education:
Adaptability or Ethics

Q Dr.A.K. Gupta

ducation is subdivided in
Eto different segments to
focus and address needs
of a particular section of the society
which is more relevant to growth of
a person. It may commence from
preprimary education formally to
move ahead to primary before sec-
ondary or senior secondary to com-
plete school education. Education
seems to be a simple phenomenon but
at the same time it is very complex in
nature. In education one has to focus
needs of the target group based on
age group e.g. pre primary, primary,
middle, secondary or senior second-
ary before talking about college edu-
cation. Some sort of employment can
begin at this stage therefore one has
to look at it in different way.
For this type of education one

. e v

has to focus on a group of 14-18 years
children. The planners have to think
about physical changes, emotional
changes, social and family expecta-
tions/ responsibilities from either end.
The time in general remains tough
since in most of the cases expecta-
tions are risen with financial crunch.
At this stage dreams of childhood are
at the verge of conversion into real-
ity. Development of general studies are
required to be focused in the field of
interest. In the process of churning
one may be drifted towards state of
confusion to dwindle between ideal-
ism and hard life realities or to move
for better adaptability to adjust in any
condition.

The time is just right to have
synthesis on personal beliefs, cultural
concepts which at times may lead to
emotional turmoil. A small interactive
group may find proper solution to such

problems. An educationist should con-

|
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sider following points e.g. formal
or informal education, building
up of a different personality
which is expected to be dedicated
to the nation and mankind, adult
education or continuing educa-
tion, hardening of philosophical
concepts, understanding of rou-
tine financial concepts etc.

At this stage of education
one should focus on group ac-
tivities for supporting social ac-
tivities e.g. Shakha, Scout, Rover,
NCC, NSS etc should be encour-
aged. Bond of togetherness and
responding for a common cause
should be addressed. General
problems e.g. environmental is-
sues, disaster management or
likewise should be the target.
Some advanced knowledge in a
particular field and building up of
a strong personality with deep
foundation of moral/ ethics is vi-
tal.

Contents of studies should
be carefully selected so as to
keep balance between segments
around ambient atmosphere. At
least one language for communi-
cations is essential at common
level. This needs to be well sup-
ported with proper background
of basic mathematics. At any
stage History as taught makes a
strong impression on tender
minds, therefore selection of con-
tents is vitally important. History
is like learning lessons from our
past to move ahead in right di-
rection. Other subjects e.g. So-
cial Studies, General Sciences,
Crafts or to do itself approach is
very important for doing the
things one's own or self. At this
stage weightage to extracurricu-
lar activities should be appropri-
ate.

Extra expectations some
time may lead to frustration
among the youth. Therefore bur-
den of extra efforts may at times
bring unnecessary taxing of the
budding ideal citizen. It is impor-
tant to note that if competition
gets tougher it is better to find
choice to suit natural talent of the
children rather forcing them to
follow a certain path which is
generally proven and may not
have good scope in future.

Demographic pattern for
different type of studies should
be conducted to find trend of
the current position. GOD has
given everyone of us a definite
task to perform and may not
always be the path selected by
our parents or mentors. The
educationists therefore should
keep flexibility of variation at
later stage to change or alter the
path of study or training. Ev-
ery person should get opening in
any direction at any stage. This
can be made by a more flexible
system may be Choice Based
Credit System.

Basic activities of livelihood
should be a part of learning. Af-
ter secondary education everyone
should reach a level of indepen-
dency for doing any kind of life
pushing/ survival basic activities.
Let there be some extracurricu-
lar activities to focus upon this.
Here role of a teacher becomes
more important i.e. every student
should be treated as a family
member.

Advancement in technol-
ogy has made every child little
more aware about one's own sur-
roundings. Younger generation is
assumed to learn a little faster,
may it be mobile communication

or internet access etc. Younger
lot relies more highly on EQ
(Emotional Quotient) scale than
merely IQ i.e. Intelligent Quo-
tient. Education and employment
should be delinked for the pur-
pose they are considered same
e.g. support in education may be
required more for certain seg-
ment of the society, hence they
should be protected to watch
their interests but the same may
not be the case in employment
where one may find it difficult to
perform if not given incentives
at right time.

Myths needs to be broken
for some misconception devel-
oped strongly in younger genera-
tion that general category candi-
dates are getting less opportuni-
ties in employment. If this con-
tinues then we have to compro-
mise with quality at certain level
for which common people have
to pay heavy taxes.

For a bright future of our
nation we have to focus on mul-
tiple issues which look very
simple but are really complex in
nature when one tries to address
them. Syllabus, examination
scheme, admission criterion, fi-
nancial support etc have to be
planned meticulously to yield ex-
pected results at the same time
keeping balance in political sce-
nario. We can see a tough chal-
lenge before the Governing
agency that has to be faced with
utmost care & delicacy to move
ahead rightly. The undisciplined
mind is far better adapted to the
confused world in which we live
today than the streamlined
mind.U

(Prof. Structural Engineering
Dept. JNV University, Jodhpur)
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Two things
teachers must
completely abandon
and they are ‘aca-
demic negativism’
and self
centredness.
Academic negativ-
ism is very power-
ful in European
philosophy, from
their philosophies
centring on indi-
vidual existence.
They developed
thinking into
existing individu-
als, and the subjec-
tive perceptions of
existing individu-
als. Subjectivity of
individuals, when
focused more on,
implies philoso-
phies like ‘the
other is a threat’
and the like. Such
philosophies go
directly against the
Bharatiya knowl-
edge tradition of
co-existence and
concepts of sacri-
fice.

Madhyamik Shiksha:The Expectations

4 Dr. T.S. Girishkumar

ocial existence, which is in-
S tegrated social existence in
Bharatiya epistemology, is
essentially a two way — mutual exist-
ence. Both ‘Integral Yoga’ and ‘Integral
Humanism’, the first that of Maharishi
Aurabindo and the second that of Shri
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya is intrinsically
based on the Bharatiya epistemology
of co-existence: which becomes explicit
through an understanding of the Euro-
pean epistemology of ‘difference’, that
can be easily understood through the
theories of Karl Marx who tries to build
his theoretical frame work through a
theory of ‘contradiction’.

Indeed for Bharat, the epistemol-
ogy of co-existence is not just between
individuals or individual and society, it
is an integrated existence of everything
that is in existence, in whatever form.
Given this, teachers who function in
society are given duties and society also
has given obligations, but that apart,
the society does expect certain things
from the teachers, which is to be dis-
cussed here.

Different tiers of Education

Broadly one could see three tiers

in Education pattern. We have a primary,

middle and higher education ‘wings’ and
the society maintains some expectations
from each wing of education. The dis-
cussion here shall be about what are the
expectations from Middle wing, of
Madhyamik Shiksha.

In primary education, the real foun-
dation laying is what is expected. Once
the foundation is well laid, the next task
shall be to start building a well thought
out structure. In fact, it is here that the
real structure begins, from where it is to
spread wings and go ahead. This stage
is much more important than all other
stages, because if this stage is not well
laid out, then the very structure is going
to suffer, permanently.

Unfortunately, to the best of my
understanding, this stage is not well
looked after. I came across people show-
ing interest in primary as well as higher
education, but from what I come to un-
derstand, there is hardly any discussion
or attention on Madhyamik Shiksha. Any
flaw at this level shall be very fatal to the
entire education system and pattern.
Education in Bharat

Bharatiya education has to be
unique. How difficult it shall be, to be-
come a good Bharatiya, can only be
realised when one really tries to become
a Bharatiya. This can be understood in
an easier way, let us try to become a

AR1ep FHerer (a1f¥Aep) 1 HS 2015



‘good’ Hindu. On the face of it, this
may seem simple, but when one re-
ally tries to become a good Hindu,
then one shall soon realise that it
is not an easy task; and on the con-
trary, it shall at once become a task
so challenging that there shall be
hardly any redemption.

How hard it may be to prac-
tice ‘satvikatva’? how hard it shall
be to actually practice
‘Ekatmakata’? I heard a story of a
Bengali Sadhu, starving as usual,
who was given a roti by someone.
When he was trying to bite it, there
came a dog, hungrier than him. Here,
this Sadhu started putting the same
roti into the mouth of the dog,
breaking it, and also eating himself:
and then the onlookers laughed:
whereupon the Sadhu exclaimed,
“god is feeding god and gods are
laughing”. How difficult it shall be
to practice such Ekatmakata? Let
us ponder upon it to realise the dif-
ficulty in becoming a Hindu, and
then, a Bharatiya.

This indeed is the task be-
fore us while venturing into mak-
ing of Bharatiya Nagariks: and the
struggle at once becomes nothing
short of any Tapasya. But then,
goals are set in front of us to
struggle and approximate; in any
earnest effort to achieve them.

The areas that we have to concen-
trate upon

Fundamentally, the educa-
tion must focus on the epistemol-
ogy that is unique to Bharat. Rig
Veda, the first ever written text of
mankind, speaks about universal-

ity. It says: ‘“AnoBhadra:
KrutavoYantuVishwatha”. Mean-
ing, let all noble thoughts, no mat-
ter by whom and where, be wel-
come. Vedas, we know are compiled
by Maharishi Veda Vyasa at a place
called ‘Naimisharyanya’ some
eighty kilometres from Lucknow.
But Maharishi Vyasa has only
compiled them into the present ex-
isting form: and this directly implies
that they had already been in exist-
ence much before, in some un-
known pattern. It is understood that
the Vedas are ‘direct experience’ of
the Maharishis. Experience in
Bharat means entirely different phe-
nomena from what European em-
piricists conceive of, for the Euro-
pean empiricists experience
amounts to sense — object contact
experience, that subsequently be-
came known as ‘cognitive’
cognitivity and the like. In Bharat,
experience or ‘Anubhava’ means
directly knowing, and that is trans-
sensory; knowing not through
sense organs. Nyaya Sutra speaks

about more than one kind of per-
ceptions, one is sense-object-con-
tact experience and this is defined
as “Sannikar shotpannam Jnanam
Pratyaksham”. Another kind of per-
ception is Yogic perception, or
“Yogaja’, for which sense organs
are not used.

This concept of Yogaj shall
at once remove much confusion in
the minds of some empiricists: they
had been ever wondering as to
how ancient Bharatiya Acharyas
had hit upon all these knowledge
without even using glasses. Actu-
ally it is a simple phenomenon; the
science what we talk about today
is nothing other than establishing
causal relations, or connections
between events or phenomena in
question. To establish such causal
connections, science had created
many instruments through which
enquiries are made. What are in-
struments? Instruments are those
artefacts which enhance the capac-
ity of human sense organs, which
enable the sense organs to observe
and experiment with phenomenal
world otherwise not available to
sensory perceptions because of
limitations of senses.

Now, just think about a
knowledge tradition that does not
at all need sense organs to know!
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Imagine how accurate shall be that
information, which are not mediated
at all through medium of sense or-
gans and instruments made avail-
able? This is what makes Bharatiya
knowledge tradition flawless and
complete. At this point I should
suggest that we Bharatiyas still
have to wait; wait for empirical
knowledge to reach somewhere
near what our Acharyas had writ-
ten and kept: then it shall happen:
the whole world shall remain bewil-
dered and amazed. This also ex-
plains why all Bharatiya Acharyas
were fundamentally Yogis, who
subsequently became Mabharishis.
Shri AbhinavDwivedi, the Vice
President of Hindu University of
America in Florida asked me few
days ago about the possibilities of
reviving these Bharatiya knowl-
edge methods. He was inquiring
into the possibilities of creating a
Bharatiya methodology of knowing.
I 'am sure, that someday, those young
minds that follow us, shall become
successful in making it happen.
Our education

Since this is our knowledge
tradition, it is mandatory that our
education pattern has to place
Bharatiya knowledge tradition in
proper places of Bharatiya educa-
tion system. At this point we can
only pass on information about how
or what it had been in the past; it is
definitely not easy for us to make a
demonstration of it, but the infor-
mation must be given. It shall not
be easy for many people to believe
or accept them, but for the days to
come, it is also definite that the
whole knowledge world is going to
accept them. Therefore, till such a
time comes, we have to keep pro-
viding information about what had
been our past, and when the time
really comes, at least Bharatiyas

shall not be in for any surprise.

The task is indeed huge.
Bharatiya knowledge tradition is so
vast and complete; it touches upon
virtually all areas of knowledge. To
put it in small expression, I should
say that Bharatiya knowledge tra-
dition covers from Maharishi
Vatsyayana’sKamasutra to
Sakaracharya’s Advaita Vedanta.
Our difficulty does not simply end
at the vastness of Bharatiya knowl-
edge tradition; our difficulties get
multiplied at the depth of it as well:
its systematic expression, logic and
all such things keep posing new
challenges for ever.

Madhaymik Shiksha

As this is the case with our
education, we must gear up our-
selves to systematically provide
information to the new generations.
In primary education we are re-
quired to put strong foundation to
this, and in madhaymik education
we must actually start building up
this knowledge tradition informa-
tion. This stage is to be done deft;
any small error can be so devastat-
ing for the entire future build up.

Bharatiya society may not be
aware of the implications and com-
plexities of education process. As
a matter of fact, they need not to
know them at all, they give the re-
sponsibility to teachers of the so-
ciety, and expect teachers to fulfil
their responsibilities. Let us under-
stand that each institution in the
society is assigned with definite and
clear responsibilities, and each in-
stitution in the society is simply
expected to fulfil their duties to their
best abilities.

It shall be apt to take the ex-
ample of our soldiers. Our soldiers,
whether on ground, water or air, are
given distinct responsibilities, and
the society blindly expect them to

live up to it. We know very well that
Bharatiya soldiers had always been
more than living up to the expecta-
tions of society and Nation, they
had always done much more that
what any once can expect. This
spirit and dedication is what we
want from all establishments in so-
ciety, and especially from the teach-
ers. The soldiers live for the Nation
society, and the teachers also
should live for the nation society
with the same spirit. Two things
teachers must completely abandon
and they are ‘academic negativism’
and self centredness. Academic
negativism is very powerful in Eu-
ropean philosophy, from their phi-
losophies centring on individual
existence. They developed think-
ing into existing individuals, and the
subjective perceptions of existing
individuals. Subjectivity of indi-
viduals, when focused more on,
implies philosophies like ‘the other
is a threat’ and the like. Such phi-
losophies go directly against the
Bharatiya knowledge tradition of co-
existence and concepts of sacrifice.

A legitimate expectation from
the educators shall be to make fu-
ture minds to receive Bharatiya
knowledge tradition. At this point,
the educators should inform future
generations about what had been
Bharatiya knowledge tradition and
what is Bharatiya knowledge tradi-
tion. They have to carry them for-
ward, and they have to go into the
making of Bharatiya methodology
of knowing. People like Shri
AbhinavDwivedi shall be inspiring,
and showing lights, for our time is
running out, it shall be for our gen-
erations to carry on, and let us make
our future generation prepared for
this long time task, that shall go on.4

(Professor of Philosophy, The Maharaja
Sayajirao University of Baroda )
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Teach them Young Watch them thrive!
U Sudeshna Chatterjee

Sea, sea!,” exclaims a four-year-old girl, excited to notice a puddle. Dr
Reeta Sonawat, identified as a global leader in Early Childhood Education by the
World Forum Foundation, explains, “The child is from Mumbai and has a
concept of the sea as a body of water. This is assimilation. Now, through the
process of accommodation, with the help of her teachers, she will begin to
understand the difference between a puddle, a pond, a lake and a sea. Here
comes the efficacy of pre-primary education or Early Childhood Education
(ECE)”.

ECE is for children in the age group of three to six. Eighty per cent of the
brain develops in the period from birth to five years, which means eighty per
cent of the neuron connectivity happens during this time. Every time a child
learns something, fresh neuron connectivity happens. Perhaps, this is reason
enough to place emphasis on ECE. But, it is not just a question of neuron
connectivity. It is also for building emotional bonds. “Most families today have
anuclear set-up, and often both parents are working. So, it is at an ECE centre
that a child learns to communicate and bond with individuals of his or her age
group. Itis also here that a child gets to understand the importance of a ‘group’.
We make the child communicate in small groups to understand the importance
of sharing and caring. It also brings about significant development in the linguis-
tic ability of the child. A child can speak and understand things in a better
manner because of this exposure to the outside world,” says Sonawat, Dean,
Faculty of Home Science, S.N.D.T Women'’s University.

Arundhati Chavan, President of the Parent Teachers Association United
Forum that covers 140 Maharashtra schools observes, “Children get exposed to
numbers, letters and shapes. But, more importantly, they learn to socialise and
share. Social skills such as learning to listen, when to say please, thank you or
sorry and how to speak in a group are all developed and sharpened”. Getting to
know a larger number of people, many from the same age group, also makes the
child more confident. Bosco Charles, father of a three-year-old, maintains that
his son, despite having an older sister, began exuding more confidence when he
started going to an ECE centre.

Chavan observes, “Children who attend high-quality preschools enter
kindergarten with better pre-reading skills, richer vocabularies and stronger
basic math skills than those who don’t; preschool provides a place where a child
can gain a sense of self, explore, play with his or her peers and build confidence.
Even introverted children open up. Kids in preschool discover that they are
capable and can do things for themselves—from small tasks like pouring their
own juice and helping set snack tables to tackling bigger issues such as making
decisions about how to spend their free time.” Their speech development re-
veals an interesting pattern. First, the children point out names of people and
objects around them. Then they pick up action words. In the next and perhaps
more significant development, they start talking about their world and their
ideas of it. This is a crucial ECE phase. It is here that they develop concepts
about their country, its festivals, rituals and food, as well as different profes-
sions—such as doctors and teachers—which they enact. Life thus becomes
more activity-driven and thus more fun, observe the experts. 1
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